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place, and taking the bible in his ands,
kissed it, and laid it up again. Of ,this it
were a very desirable moral, that princes,
and all persons in authority, would take
care not to permit any to raise themselves
by eithe a hypocritical or profane tramp­
ling upon holy things. But besides that,
a more general application offers itself;
that all men of what condition soever,
should both themselves abstain from every
action that has the appearance of a con­
tempt of the holy scripture; and also, when
they observe it in others, discountenance
the insolence: and, by their words and
actions, give testimony of the veneration
which they have for that holy book they
see others so wretchedly despise.

57. But, above all, let him who reads
the scripture seriously, set himself to the
practice of it, and daily examine how he
proceeds in it: he that diligently does
this, will not be much at leisure to sport
with it: he will scarce meet with a text
which will not give him cause of reflection,
and provide him work within his own
breast: every duty injoined, will prompt
him to examine how he has performed;
every sin forbid, will call him to recollect
how guilty he has been; every pathetic
strain of devotion, will kindle his zeal, or
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at 1 ast upbraid his coldness ; every heroic
example, will excite his emulation. In a
word, every part of scripture will, if duly
applied, contribute to some good and ex­
cellent end. And when a thing is proper
for such noble purposes, can it be the part '
of a wise man to apply it only to mean
and -trivial ? Vvould any but an idiot waste
that sovereign liquor in the \vashirtg of 'his
feet, which was given him to expel poison
from his heart? And are not we guilty of
the like folly when we apply God's word

' to serve only a- vludicrous humour; and
make ourselves merry with that, which was
designed for the most serious and most
important purpose: the salvation of our
souls. And, indeed, whoever takes any
lower aim than that, and the virtues pre­
paatory to it, in his study of scripture,
extremely debases it.

58. Let us therefore keep a steady eye
upon that mark, and p 'ess towards it as
the apostle did; walk by that rule the holy Phi!. iii.14

scripture proRoses; faithfully and diligently
observe its precepts, that we may finally
partake its promises. To this end con­
tinually pray we, in the words of our holy
mother the church, unt Almighty God,
who has caused all holy scripture to be
written for our learning; that we may in
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such wise hear them, read, mark, le rn,
and inwardly digest them, that, by patience
and comfort of his Holy Word, we 'may
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed
hope of everlasting life, which he has
given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ.
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