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D;,.vid, 2 Chron. xvii. S_ i~timllting, there was II

visible declensiun in his zeal. I-Ie WIIS not so
accurate ill his conversation afterward. The cun­
verted are lllllny times not so frequent and fervent
in God's service, ami though by the constraining
jUIlglOeut of conscience dul.les lire not towlly omit.
le:l, yet Ihey are not performed with that reverence
and delight as lit first. 'fhey are more \-eulurous
to en;age themselves in temptations, aUt' more
ready to comply with them_ They are tired with
the length of their travel. lInd the dlfliculties of their
way, and drive 011 heavily. \Ve should with tears
of contusion rcrnember the disparity between our
zealous beginnings, lInd slack prosecution ill re­
ligion; we should blush with shame, and tremble
with fear, at the strange decay of grace, and re­
oolleet ourseh·es, and reinforce our will to Pl"ClCeed
with \'igorous constancy_ And when the sllinls
lire ready to enter into the uncllangeable state,
when the spirit is to return to God that gnve it,
Eec!. xii. 7. how entire and intent arc tlwy to
fillish the work of their sah'atioll! How spirjtllnl
aud heavenly llre their dispositions! With what
liOlemnity do they prepare for the Divine presence!
How exact\}· do they dress their souls for eternity,
llnd trim their lamps, that they may be admit­
ted into the jo)"s of the bridegroom. How
is the wurlLl vilified in their I:lltl'ClIl, and unsll­
voury to their desires! The Lord is exulted in
that clay.

The nearer they approach to bClll'cn, tire
1l10re ils attracli\-e force is felt. When the
;:::rown of glory is in tbeir view, and they hear
the music of heaven, and are refreshed with the
frngr:l.Ilcy of Jl3radise. what :a blaze of holy affce-
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tion breaks forth! When Jaoob W35 blessing
Ilis sons upon his death-bed, he in a sudden
rapture addfbscs himself tu God, .. 0 Lord, 1
have waited fur thy !Illlvation!" Gen. xlix. IS.
th if his soul had uSl:ended to hetu-en before it
It'll lhe body. .. 0 when shall 1 appear before
Go-I!" Pga. xlii. 2. was the fainting desire of
the psalmist. If cummunion with God in tht!
earthly tabernade was so precious, how much
l1Lorc is the immc,lillte fruition of him in the
celestial tellllllc! If one day in the courts bclow
be worth 11 t!lOusaml, Paa. Ixxxiv. 10. an hour in
the courts abovc is worth tell thousand.

Let us thercfore, by our serious thoughts,
often represent to ourselvcs the npproachcs of
(Ieath ntld judgmcnL This will make liS con­
tril'e and cotltclId for perfection in holiuess. 'fhe
I1l>ostle exhorts the Romans to show forth the
power of godliness, from the consideration of the
llay of grace they clljoy. and the dll)' of glory
they expect; for now is salvation nearer than
when yOIl belie\'ed, Rom. xiii. 11. Let us do
tl:.ose things IIOW, which when we come to die
we shall wish wc had done. Thus doing, we
~hal1 be transmitted from the miliumt church 10

thc triumpll:\l1t, with a solemn testimony of ou.
IHIVillg adurn~d dIe gospel ill our lives, with
the vie\oriuu~ testimony of conscience, that we
have fought the good fight, kept the faith, alld
have finished our course, 2 Tim. iv. 7. and
recei\'ed with the glorious testimony of uur hk-ssed
llewarder, ,. Wcl1llone, good alld IlIithlu! servant,
enter illto the joy of thy Lord," )llltt. xxv. 21.
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