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the prospect of future troublesome times make

thee solicitous how to be carried through; for

" thou shalt not be ashamed in the evil days, and

in the days of famine thou shalt be satisfied."

God hath said it, Psa!' xxxvi. 19, therefore do

thou believe it. Be not anxious about thy pro­

vision for old age, for by all appearance thou wilt

never see it. It is more than probable thou wilt

be sooner at thy journey's end. The body is

weak ; it is even stepping down to salute corrup­

tion as its mother, ere it has well entered the hall

of the world: thy tabernacle pins seem to be

drawing out by little and little already. Courage

then, 0 my soul; ere long the devil, and the

world, and the flesh shall be bruised underthy

feet; and thou shalt be received into eternal

mansions. But though the Lord should lengthen

out thy days to old age, he that brought thee into

life will not forsake thee then either. If he give

thee life, he will give thee meat. Keep a loose

hold of the world then; contemn it if thou wouldst

be a fisher of men.
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SeVelltll!y, Christ was useful to souls in his

private converse, taking occasion to instruct, re­

buke, etc., from such things as offered. Thus he

dealt with this woman of Samaria; he took occa­

sion from the water she was drawing, to tell her

of the living water, etc. Thus being at a feast,

he rebuked the Pharisees that chose the upper­

most seats, and instructed them in the right way

of behaviour at feasts. 0 my soul, follow Christ

in this. Be edifying in thy private converse.

When thou art at any time in company, let some­

thing that smells of Heaven drop from thy lips.

Where any are faulty, reprove them as prudently

as thou canst; where they appear ignorant, in­

struct them when need requires, etc. And learn

that heavenly chemistry of extracting some

spiritual thing out of earthly things. To this

purpose and for this end endeavour after a

heavenly frame, which will, as is storied of the

philosopher's stone, turn every metal into gold.

When the soul is heavenly, it will even scrape

jewels out of a dunghill; whatever the discourse

be, it will afford some useful thing or another.
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Alas! my soul, that thou dost follow this example

so little. 0 what a shame is it for thee to sit

down in company, and rise again, and part with

them, and never a word of Christ to be heard

where thou art? Be ashamed of this, and

remember what Christ says, Matth. x. 32 , 33,

"Whosoever shall confess me before men, him

will I also confess before my Father-but whoso­

ever shall deny me before men, him will I also

deny before my Father which is in Heaven."

How many times hast thou been somewhat exact

in thy conversation when alone; but when in

company, by the neglect of this duty, especially of

rebuking, thou hast come away with loss and a

troubled mind, because of thy faintheartedness

this way. Amend in this, and make thy converse

more edifying, and take courage to reprove,

exhort, etc. Thou knowest not what a seasonable

admonition may do; the Lord may be pleased to

back it with life and power.

Eightlzly, Christ laid hold upon opportunities

of public preaching when they offered, as is clear

from the whole history of the gospel. He gave a
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pattern to ministers to be instant in season and

out of season. 0 my soul, follow Christ in this;

refuse not any occasion of preaching when God

calls thee to it. It is very unlike Christ's practice

for preachers of the gospel to be lazy, and slight

the opportunities of doing good to a people, when

the Lord puts opportunities in their hand. For

this end consider,

I. Besides Christ's example, that thou art

nothing worth in the world, in so far as thou art

lazy. What for serve we, if we are not serviceable

for God?

2. It may provoke God to take away thy talent

and give it to another, if thou be not active.

Whatever talent the Lord hath given thee, it must

be employed in his service. He gave it not thee

to hide in a napkin. Remember what became

of the unprofitable servant that hid his Lord's

money.

3. Thou knowest not when thy Master shall

come. And blessed is that servant whom, when

his Lord shall come, he shall find so doing. If

Christ should come and find thee idle, when he
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is calling thee to work, how wilt thou be able to

look him in the face? They are well that die at

Christ's work.

END OF THE SILlLOQUY.
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