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by Hail & Fire
PROTESTANT APOLOGETICS

These works have been placed online so that those of a
Protestant and Gospel faith might have these rare and
historic resources readily available, and that those of a
Catholic faith may have access to the same, that some
might, by comparing and contrasting the traditions and
dogmas of the Church to the Word originally preached,
come thereby to choose the witness of Jesus Christ
over all these. In the words of John Frith (Protestant
Martyr, 1533), “I thought it expedient therein to write
my mind, trusting, by that means, to bring again the
blind hearts of many unto the right way, and I doubt
not but that the elect and chosen of God that know their
Shepherd’s voice, and have the spirit to judge all things,
shall easily perceive whether this be conformable to
their master’s voice, and shall hereby be admonished to
leave their wandering in the dark and loathsome ways
which lead unto death, and to walk without stumbling
in the comfortable light.”
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INTRODUCTION.

HE happinefs of all creatures depends ina
tirely on their obedience to his will whofe
fovereign power created and rules the world. Now
the will of God is made known to us in part by
natural reafon; and they who have no other law
fhall be judged by that alone. But as reafon was
unable to teach mankind a great number of things
very - important to be known, and in fa& did
teach moft of them but a fmall part of what it
might have donc; God was mercifully pleafed to
fuperadd the light of revelation to it, and place us
under the condué of both jointly, Such an addi-
tional provifion, it might have been hoped, had
cleared up all doubts; but partly the weaknefs,
partly the wickednefs of men, hath turned even -
this light into darknefs, and made it multiply dif-
putes inftead of ending them. Still we have no
reafon to be difcouraged; for every upright and
confiderate perfon may, after all, with due care,
very eafily fee his way before him, clearly enough
to walk in it. But we have great reafon to ufe this
care, and make fuch enquiry amidft the different
paths, which different perfons point out to us, as
. B will
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2 INTRODUCTION

will give us caufe to be fatisfied we chufe the r:ght.
Now of all the different opinions which have rifen
concerning the Chriftian_ religion, there have been
few fo remarkable as that which divides this part
of the world into Popifb and Proteflant. 'Thofe of
the former communion, it feems, think us of the
latter quite out of the way to falvation, and ac-
cordingly ‘are unwearied in perfuading, as ﬁley
have opportunity, the members of our church,
efpecially the lower and ‘more Jgnorant part of
them, to quit it for theirs. ‘The neceflity of doing
thiz, “ they infift upon fome times with fo much
plauhbility, and always with fo much confidence,
that 1 hope you will not think a few pages ill em.
ployed on a T‘ubje'& of fuch very g‘reat 1mportancc,
both to our private fatisfa@ion and’ pub?‘c {lecumy,
in refumng the argumenrs they ufually brmg agamﬂ:
us, and fgf“ ifying that this is the true grace. ﬂf God

wherein® ye Jrand (a). ’I‘o ‘proceed regu!arﬂy in thls
_matter, T fhall, -

L I.'.nqu:re what s the rule of Chnﬁsars faub
:and life: and

1L Examine by ﬂ'lls rule the peculiar’ dO&ﬂnes
and pra&mes of - the _Rﬁm,ﬁ, church, © 0

i {-a] 1 Pet, v, 12,

] L8 3
W

=R
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4 ConruTaTiON Of /16 ERRORS

in that book; yet thefe, {ays he, are written, that ye
might believe that Fefus is the Chrifly the Son of Gady
and that believing ye might have life through his
name (b). This being then their intention, can
we poffibly think they failed of it? 'Two of the
Eyangelifts at- leait were conftantly prefent at
our Saviour’s difcourfes; the other two heard them.
either from him, ‘or his immediate followers, and
they had the promife of his Spirit #2 bring all things
to their remembrance, whatfocver be had  [aid unto
them (c). Could they after all forget any part of
this that was material and neceffary?  That any of
them fhould do fo is very firange ; much more that
they all fhould. That St. Luke, the companion
of the Apoftles, and the writer of their A&s, that
he too, in relating what they taught their conver:s,
fhould unhappily omit any thing eflential, ftill
adds to the wonder; and that no one of the many
epiftles written to inftruét the churches in their
faith and duty, fhould fupply this defed, is beyond
g [ e e sl T e 33 o5t

o o G0 i Tl =
-Sﬂf'f;t:;rr ﬁ{ﬁrrmﬂj intellicible,

U T fuppofing the Scripture ever fo perfeét in

itfelf, yet the church of Rome cibj'e&s “that it
1s not clear to us: even to the learned many things
are hard to be underftood, which therefore to the
uplearned muft be impoflible. Nay fometimes
they tell us not one fentence of it hath a meaning;
-‘which, by our own private judgment -we can
be certain of. But furely the Apoftles were not
‘worle writers with a divine afliftance, than others
commonly are awithout it.© What they fpoke and

(#) John xx. 30, 325 {¥) John xiv, 26.

A a 8 preached
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6 ConruTaTiON of the ERRORS

the unlearned know when they are faithfully
tranflated ?  Why, moft paflages all parties agree -
in, and on thofe they difagree about, commeon
fenfe, comparifon’ of other texts, confideration of
what goes before and afteér, and confulting, as op-
portunity offers, judicious and honeflt perfons of
different perfuafions, will enable any perfon to pafs
a fufficient judgment, fo far as he ‘is concerned to
judge, which 1s right and which is wrong, which
15 clear and which is doubtful, Indeed there is
in general but little danger of any grofs impofiti-
ens upon men being attempted, much lefs fucceed-
g for any continuance, in 2 land of knowledge
and freedom, whatever may be or hath been under
popifh tyranny and darknels. Since therefore the
Scriptures contain a full and clear account of
Chriftianity written by the very apoftles and firft
difciples of eur Lorc( himfelf, and horeftly deli-
‘vered down into our hands, we have plainly fuch a
rule for our faith as all men in all cafes are ever fa-
tisfied with, nor have we any need to look farther.
And yet the farther we do look into other pretend-
ed rules, the better we fhall be fatisfied with that
we have already. For, let what will be faid againft
Scripture as not being a fufficient rule, it muft be a
fufficient one, unlefs there be fome other; and up-
on a fair examination, it will evidently appear there
is no other. . ;

CHAP IV,

Tradition .ixp!aded;
HE Romanifts tell us of a rule of faith w_hichl
they fpeak of in very high terms; and that
is the traditionary do&rine of what they call the

Catholic Church, The apoftles, they fay, in-
. ftrudted
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firufted their converts very diligently in every ar-
'tﬁc!{i_';ﬁf faith., Thofe converts again, knowing it
to be their indifpenfable duty, could not fail to
inftru@ with the fame diligence, minifters their
focks, parents their children, every Chriftian his
neighbour, And thus, by a continued fucceflion
of teaching, all the do&rines of religion are
handed down in their church, they tell us, un-
corrupted to this day. Whoever either added,
omitted, or changed any thing, muft, they think,
by every one round him, be immediately charged
with a miftake; and, if he perfified in ir, con-
vited of a herefy, whillt the reft were confirmed
in the ancient truth. And therefore, to hold
what the church holds, is a rule that can nevir
miflead us, Now it muft be owned indeed that
our Saviour delivered his do&rine to the apoflles,
and they to all the world, by word of mouth;
and this way of delivery at firft was fufficient, anid
therefore St. Paul exhorts the Theffalsnians to hold
Jaft the traditions be had taught them, whether by
word or by letter (d). But then, in the nature of
things, how long could this laft? Suppofe but
the eafieft common ftory were to be told from one
perfon to another, without being written down,
for only 100 or 200 years, and let each perfon,
as he received it, have never fo ftii& .a charge to
tell ‘it in the fame manner; yet, long before the
end of that time, what fecurity could we poffibly
have that it was true at firlt, and unaltered. ftill ?
And you cannot but fee there is much lefs fecu-
rity, that a confiderable number of do&rines,
efpecially fuch -as compofe the Popifh creed,
fhould be "brought down fafe for 1700 years toge-
theér, through fo«many millions of hands, that

gaL. “(d) 2 Theil: ii. 13,

were
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“were all liable, through ignorance, forgetfulnefs,
and - fuperftition, 'to ‘miftake them, or, -through
knavery and defign, to alter them. But it will be
faidy' in a cale of fuch importance as’ religion,
men would ' be more careful in delivering “,;,ti[[i'?.
than “in- others. “Undoubtedly they ought: but
who can be fecure that they would? It is of equal
mmportance to bé careful in’ pra&iﬁngi it too; yet
we all know how this  hath been negleed in the
~world; and . therefore’ have reafon to think the
other hath been no lefs fo. But whoevér made
the firft chiange, they fay, muft have been imme-
diately difcovered. * Wow fo far from this, that
perfons make changes in what they relate, without
difcovering it themfelves; alterations come in by
infenfible degrees: one man leaves out, or varics,
or adds one little circumftance: the next, another,
till it grow impercep:ibly into a different thing.
In_one age a do@rine is delivered as a probable
~ opinion ;* the following age fpeaks of it as certain
truth; and the third advances it into an article of
faith.” “Perhaps an oppofition rifes upon' this, as
many have done: fome have faid, fuch a doérine
was delivered to them, others that it was 1ol ;,
and who can tell, whether, at laft, the right fide
or the wrong have prevailed? Only this is certain,
that which foever prevails, though by a fmall ma-
jority at firft, will ufe all means of art and power
to make it appear an univerfal confent at laft;
and then plead uninterrupted tradition.  But
though fuch things as thefe may poflibly be done
i almoft any age, yet they are ealy to be done in
fuch ages, as were five of fix of thofe that pre-
ceded the reformation; when, by the conféﬁicm;'
of their own hiftorians, ‘both tlergy and laity
were fo univerfally and fo monftroufly ignoran&

' an
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and vicious, that mothing was too bad for them ta
0, or too abfurd for them to believe. But flill
they tell us, we Proteftants receive it upon the
authority of tradition, that Scripture is the-word
of God; and why can we not as well receive
other things upon the fame authority? I anfwer,
we receive Scripture by no means upon the autho-
rity of tradition merely: much lefs the tradition
of their prefent church; but partly on account of
its own reafonablenefs, and the charafters of di-
vine_wifdom —in -it; partly from~the teftimony -
which one part of it bears to the other; ‘and
Iaftly, upon .the written: evidence given -us, chiefly
indeed by - the earlielt. Chriftians, but in fome
meafure 2lfo by Jews and Heathens themfclves,
that the authors of thefe bocks were ‘the difciples
of our  Loid, and sthe things. faid by. them truel
But then  to tell us, that becaufe we receive Scrip-
ture upon this cvidence, we muft therefore re-
ceive a long lift of do&rines upon mere tradition,
after feventeen ages, isto affirm, that the memory
of things may be as well preferved for ever, by
general rumour and hearfay, as by authentic re-
cords, But here they plead, that the tradition
which they depend on, is not altogether unwrit-
ten, but partly recorded by the ancient Fathers of
the church. 'To this we ;anfwer, that we ac-
knowledge truly ancient writers, in matters where
they all agree, to be a very valuable evidence of
tne faith, though at the fame time a fallible one.
And we can prove undeniably, that thefe writers,,
in proportion as they lived near the days of the
Apoftles, were of our faith, not theirs. But as
this is a_proof in our favour that few perfons are
capable of entering into, fo we have happily a

mmuch fhorter. For if antiquity be an '_argmmntt]lt
' ' the

kL.
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the' greater the antiquity the ftronger the argu-
ment; and therefore the authority of the Bible,
for this, as ‘well as many other  reafons, is the
ftrongeft of all. An original account is always
~ to be ‘depended on'in the firft place.  Such others,

as come a little after, in point ‘of time, may be
of confiderable ufe to illuftrate and confirm the
former: but wherever they appear to contradiél
it, muft be rejefted without feruple. And thofe
which come a great deal after, fuch as the church
~of Rome chiefly depends on; deferve little or no
~ credit. - The Spirit of God; therefore, feeing the
~ meed there would -be of it, infpired the Apoftles

and Evangelifts to deliver a full and clear rule of
faith to all pofterity in the New Teftament: cer-
tainly not that this might be interpreted afterwards
by tradition into whatever fenfe men pleafed;
(for then tradition alone had' done as well or bet-
ter without it) but ‘that tradition, as often as it
went wrong, might be redtified by this, Had
* not Chriftianity been ' committed in the earlict
ages ‘to writing, long before this time, i all pro-
bability, there had' been fcarce one doftrine of it
left, which ‘'we could have been fecure was ge-
nuine. - And though tradition hath doubtlefs been
preferved; by having fome regard to Scripture,
from degenerating and varying near fo much as it
would elfe; yet for want” of having a fufficient
regard to it, firlt needlefs, “then uncertain, then
falle'and pernicious articles of belief have crept

“in among Chriftians; the very fteps of whofe en-
try, for:the moft part, we can’ trace. The faith
of the firft ages changed by little and little every
age after, and ftill for the worfe; till at length the
church  of * Rome, about ‘200 years ago, at the
-council of Trent, when' they were called upon to
5:32 : reform
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reform thefe abufes, moft fhamefully chofe to
eftablith them under the venerable mame of . pri-
mitive tradition, and condemn all who will not
receive them with the fame regard as Scripture
itfelf.  Juft as in our Saviour’s time it was amon
< the Fews, who afked, Wiy walk net thy difciples
according to the tradition of the elders? And be Jaid
unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of
Gad, that you may .E_e;_rp..‘yqur own traditien (e). And
Juft as St. Paul had foretold it would happen among
Chriftians.  Beware, lefi any man [poil you through
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, and ot after
Chrift (f). But here they reply, that, let this
paflage be defigned againft whom. it will, it cannot -
poffibly fall on them. For, - however uncertain
tradition might become of itfelf in procefs of
time, and however difficult it may be for private
perfons to judge of doétrines by it, yet the Jjudg-
ment of the Catholic church in_thefe | points is
infallible, and theirs is that Catholic church,

-2

€

CH AP V.

The  pretended. Infallibility of  the Church of Rom

Risud bl comfubedsv ~.

NHAT their church is.infallible, the papifts
T fometimes attempt to prove from reafor.
Making it fo was the ordy way to end difputes, and
kerefore God being wife and good, muft have:made
it fo.. But certainly a much more effe@ual way of
preventing difputes. and errors had “been to have
made every fingle . man infallible; and yet God
bath not dene this. It might. therefore be more
medelt for them to let him fhow his wifdom and

{e) Mark vii. 5, %. (f) Col. ii. 8. \
- goodnefs
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12 CoxruTATION 0f the ERRORS

goodnefs in what way he pleafes. 'The Fewi/s
church we know, was not infallible.  For they
denied their Saviour, and it was by following tra-
dition that they came to do it. How then does it
appear that the Chriftian muft be more infallible ?
Why, they have texts of Scripture to prove this.
But if, as they commonly tell us, the fcripture can
neither be proved nor underffood, but by the in-
fallible. authority of the church; how can the in-
fallible authority of the church be proved or under-
{ftood by Scripture? = However, let us hear thefe
texts. Our Saviour told his apofties, that the
Comforter fhould come and lead them into all truth ( g)
But perhaps this was faid only to the apoftles:
and, had it been faid to them and their fucceffors,
or, which is ftill a different thing, to the whole
church ; yet fo St. Fobn (h) tells all believers, they
bave an unélion  from the bholy One, and know all
things; that is, things neceflary: not that they
were not capable of miftaking, but that, with due
care, they might avoid it if they would. Again,
he promifed his difeiples; that be would be with them
to the end of the world (i). And fo he hath pro-
mifed every fingle Chriftian to be with them and
dwell in them (k): yet this does not hinder but the

may both mifunderltand, and even renounce Chrii-
tianity if they pleafe. But he declares alfo, that
the gates of kell fball nat prevail againft the church (Iy.
But the gates of /ell, or, as it might be tranflated, of
the invifible world, mean nothing elfe than the power
of death, ;. e. the terror of perfecution, as the learned
well know. And it can never follow, that becaufe
perfecution fhall not deftroy the church, error fhall
not corrupt it. Or were this expreflion, the gates

(g) John xvi, 13, (#) 1 John i, 20,
) - Matt, xxviii, 20, {#) 2 Cor. vi. 14.
1) Matt. xvi. 18,

of
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of belly to comprehend error, it muft at leaft equally
comprehend fin, And therefore, as this promife
does not hinder the church univerfal from bein

more or lefs defiled by fin, fo neither from being
deformed by error. And the moft our Saviour
‘meant to promife, is, that neither fhall totally
abolifh, - though, through the faults of men, both
may greatly pollute it. Theg' plead farther, that
St. Paul fays, the church of God is the pillar and
ground of the truth (m) : but they know at the fame
time, that this paflage of St. Pan/ is Fairlly capable
of two (n) other tranflations, either of which turns
it to a different fenfe. Or were this the only
Tenfe; we acknowledge the church was then, and
ought always to be, and in fome meafure always is,
a pillar and fupport of truth; and fo in_his pro-
portion is every believer: and . therefore of every
fingle good Chriftian our Saviour fays, in the
Revelation (o), 1 will make him a pillar in the temple
of my God. But then it does not follow from
hence, that any one Chriftian, or the majority of
Chriftians, fo fupport the truth, as that they do
and -ever will profefs it all, without any mixture
of error: and unlefs this be done, there is no infal-
libility. But they argue farther, that our Saviour
dire@s (p), If a man negledl to hear the church, It
bim be unto thee as a beathen man and a publican. But
what is he ‘there {peaking of ? Let us read the con-
text, If thy brother fhall trefpafs againfl thee, go,

Sn= SRS (m) t Tim. i, 13, ;
() Some efngno[i: that Timetby is here called the pillar and ground
of truth,-thus Gal. ii. g, it is (aid of Fames, Peter, and Fehn, that
they feemed to hﬁa’!gﬂ,q_?‘:. chief fupporters of the Chriftian church.
Others divide thus: The pillar and ground of truth, and wwithout
controverfy, great is the myflery #{ ‘godlinefs s making St. Pau! al=
fert, that the foundation on which the goipel reits, isthe do&rine
that Ged was manifef} in the flefb, feen of angels, Sc.
* (o) Rev. iii, 13, (2) Matt, xviii, 19, © .
C - and
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and tell him bis fault between bim and thee alone. If
“be will not bear thee, take with thee one or tws more.
If be fhall negledl to hear them, tell it unto the church.
If be neglect to hear the church, let kim be unte thee as
a heathen man and a publican. -~ That is, if 4 man
have done you an injury, firft' admonifh him pri-
vately of it. If that avail not, tell the church;
not the unive {al church fure throughout all the
aworld, but the particular oric you both belong to,
And if he will not reform upon their reproof, look
on him no longer as a true Chriftian, but an ilf
man, Here therefore is not one word faid about
difobeying the determination of the C%l;;ﬁaﬁﬁ_i:’-ﬁﬁréii
concerning a difputed dorine: but about flight-
ing the admonition of a particular church concern-
ing aknown fin, and particular churches are owned
to be fallible. o SRas gt
Again, they fay it is An article of our Creed, that
we believe in the Catholic church, . But ;I;aggé._'m'égr
know the meaning of this is not that. we believe
-whatever ‘thjﬁ_sf.éhgrchﬁlg'{l rﬂy;;,-g'ﬁg, p[é-'aﬁa to call
themfelves fo, fhall at any time affert.  But, as
belicving in the refurre@lion of the body is only
believing that fuch a refurrection fhall be, fo be-
lieving 1o the Catholic church, is only believing
that ig,n:h. a church is : that Chrift bath united his
followers into one regular ﬁaﬁe}gqthodf, of which
himfelf is the head: which focicty or church is
therefore called Catholic, or univerfal, becaufe it
‘confifts of all nations; whereas the %}:‘ - chuych
was not Catholic,  but particular, confifting onl
‘of one nation.  But whether this church be i.nfai
‘Iible or not, the creed fays nothing. They that can
day a ftrefs on fuch wretched arguments 'gs"t‘{i'_i;,lif,
how would they have triumphed, had the fame
“thing -been faid of their church, that are faid of
the Fewsfb Church? If there arife a maiter tog hard
e = Sy o s Jfor
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16 CoNruraTioN of the ERrORS
But then they have fo many different . opiniens
about what makes a council general,- and what
call of one is regular, that fome of them reckon at
Jeaft eighteen general councils, and feme at moft
but feven or eight: and indeed, they might very
jultly queftion whether, ftriétly fpeaking, there
was ever one fuch in the world. But farther:
‘Which of the decrees and canons of thefe councils,
amongft the infinite forgeries there have been, are
genuine, and which not, here again is an endlefs
controverly; and another as endlefs, what the
meaning of fome of the moft important ones of
them is. In confequence of this they .diﬂ"%r_'_a,nd
~difpute, and have done for ages, (as united as
they would feem to be) not only about fuch {illy
queftions, as whether the Virgin Mary was con-
ceived in original fin or mot, (and yet about this
they were calling one another heretics for 300
years ; and their general councils, with all their
nfallibility, have not dared to determine the mat-
‘ter to this day;) but they quarrel equally about
things of the greateft moment. To give but one
inftance of many: whether a king may, for herefy
or difobedience to the church, be depofed, and his
fubjeés difcharged of their allegiance, is a queftion
of as much weight as can well be put. ‘The popes,
and great part of their church for 600 years, have
held they might; and have praltifed accordingly,
as moft nations in their turns have felt. But
what tradition hath taught, and general councils
decreed on this point, is fo various and contra-
di&ory, that it would take a man’s life almoft to
enquire into it. So that fome popi/h writers fpeak
of the affirmative of this queftion as an article of
faith; and fome as a moft impious error. One or
‘the other muft be impious undoubtedly.  Which
then are the heretics? And what is their infall';pi-
e T ity
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hgy pood for, that pit'he_:i; cannot, or will not, decide
queftions of fuch Importance to. humazn Society
T e R AR : .

PO P WL _
Infallibility docs not. vefide in the whole kady, cither of
- #he Roman or of the ﬂﬂ!wrﬁu’ Church.

VOME of the -Romanifls allow not even councils

) to be infallible, and account no do@&rine fun-
damental, unles the whole body of the Roman
church hath. received it as fuch.  And how fhall
the ignorant know: with: certainty when they have
all received ity and in what ‘fenfe they have re-
ceived it 2 But. why<the whole body of the Roman
church§ What ¢laim lath fhe of being always in
the right more than the churehes of Greece, of Afa,
or Aithiopiay whe differ from her, as well as we,
in many things and allow her no fuch privilege
Nor, which is more, did St. Paul know of any fhe -
had in the leaft ; but in his Epiftle to the church
of Romebids her not 1o be high-minded, but Sear: for
if Gad fpared not the Fews, take heed loft be alfs fpare
not thee. ' Beholdy therefore, the gosdnefs and Severity
of God: on them—feverity § but towards theé, gaod-
nefs: if thou continué in bis goodnefs, otherwife thou
alfo fbalt be cut off. Strange treatment, fure, of
an infallible church! Scme perfons, therefore,
have held infallibility, to refide not in the church
of Rome particularly, but in the whole body of
ch;ei:ﬂiﬁqn':gmjﬁdemﬂ- as one, which indeed is the -
only true Catholic or univerfal church,  But the
whole body of Ohviflians, in the nature of things,
can never meet : and, were it as caly as it is dif-
ficult, to colleé their feveral opinions, what one
point fhould we find ﬂgﬂh all in all ages agree in
o S A 3 5 : as
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as neceflary, befides thofe gemeral doétrines of
Chriftianity, that are on every hand allowed to be
clearly contained in Scripture? Which way foever
then we feek for a rule of faith, to Scripture-doc-
trine we muft return; and therefore the beft way
1s, never to depart from it.

CHA P VI
An infallible Yudge in matters of Faith not necefary.

HERE are fome of the Romifb communion

who will tell us, that in what has been faid
above we wrong them. They admit Scripture for
the rule of faith. But do they admit it for the
only one? 'This they dare not fay. Or, if they
did, will they allow us, when we have this rule, to
know what it means? Noj; we muft never under-
ftand the leaft part of it, though ever fo plain, in
any different fenfe from what the Church is pleafed
to appoint. 'What then is this but mocking man-
kind, and giving with one hand, what they imme-
diately take away with the other? But we, they
fay, are ina pitiable condition, that, having only
the dead letter of Scripture to go by, and no living
guide or judge to diret us in the interpretation of
it, as they have ; controverfies are always rifing a-
mong us, and can never be decided. To this we.
anfwer, that controverfies are what they themfelves,
even with perfecution to help them, can' neither
prevent or end any more than we. And in matters
of property indeed, fome decifion, right or wrong,
muft be made; fociety could not fubfift without it:
But what need of an infallible decifion in matters.
of faith? Why is it not fufficient that every man
determine for himfelf, as well as he can in this
world; and that God, the only infallible judg_eﬁ;

3B wi
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will détermine with equity concerning us all in the
next? But the generality of people, they fay, are:
incapable of judging for themfelves. ~Yet the New,
Teftament fuppofes them both capable of it, and,
bound to it; and accordingly requires them not.
only to fry the fpirits, the pretences to infallibility,
whether Hva}' be of God (#), but to prove all things,
and bold faft that which is good (). But were this
otherwifey -if they-ase incapable of judging, why
do you perfuade therh to change their judgment ?,
Let them alone in the way they are in.  Butif they
have judgment enough to determine whether the
Catholic church be infallible, whether the church
of Rome bethe Catholic church, whether this in-
fallibility be in pope or council, which decrees
of either are genuine, and what is the true mean-
ing of thofe decrees; all which things they muft
determine before the iinfallibility of the church can
be any guide to them: if, I fay, every plain man
hath ability enough for fuch points as thefe, why:
hath he not ability enough in other cafes, to un-
derftand common fenfe and plain Scripture: to,
judge whether tranfubftantiation, for inftance, be
not_contrary to the one, and image worfhip to the
other? The Romanifls themfelves own, that men.
muft ufe their eyes to find this guide: Why then.
muft they afterwards put them eut to follow him?
Efpecially . confidering that the only rule, which
above nincty-niine parts in a hundred of their com-
munion have to follow, is not the doétrine of
. councils and popes, even were they infallible: (for;
of thefe it is infinitely harder to know any thing
than of Scripture) but merely what a few priefts
and private writers tell them; and fo at laft, all.
the pretence to being direGted by infallibility, ends

(1) 1 Jobn iv. 1. (%) t Thefl, v. 21.
B in
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in’ being ‘led blind-fold by men; confeffedly as ful-

S S —

lible as themfelves, But all ‘Chriftians are com=

manded, ‘they fay, to obey them ' that have the yule
over them in the Lord (x). And it is true, the
teaching of the minifters of the gofpel ought to be
attended upon: their do&rine followed in all clear
cafes, and their judgment i‘-b&)_i:&e& even in doubt=

ful ones.. But fhill we are no more bound to fol- -

low out foiritual guides into opinions plainly falfey
or praétices plainly finful, than to follow 2 common
guide ‘down a precipice,. of into ‘the fea let our
own knowledge of the way be éver fo little, or the
other’s pretences to. infallible fkill in" it ever fo
g.“é-?f" £ 11 SHON D ':...1 AN T
+ € B Be AR
General Rule for tbc lower Pesple.

Y \HE rule for the unlearned and: ignorant in
religion is this.  Let each man improve his
own judgment, and increafe his own knowledge as.

‘much as he can: and be fully affured that God
will expe&t no more. In matters, for which he

muft rely on authority, let bim rely on the autho-
rity of that church which God’s providence hath
placed him under, rather than another which he
hath “nothing to do withy and truft thofe, who, by
ento-ur;fginig free inquiry, appear to love truth, ra-
ther than fuch as, by requiring all their doétrines
to be implicitly obeyed, feem confcious that they
will not bear to be fairly tried. But never let him

prefer any authority before that which is the high-

eft of all aathority, the writen word of God.

/This therefcre let us all carefully ftudy, and not.

~_doubt but that whatever things in it ire necellary

(#) Heb. xiit, 17, = o
' to
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"INTRODUCTION.

FPYNHE general rule of condué for men to g6
- M by is reafon: contrary to. what this plainly
teachies, we neither can nor ought to believe; but
beyond what it teaches, on fufficient authority,” we
juitly may. Perfuafion founded on - authority " is
called faith; and that which is founded on the au-
thority of our blefled Lord, Chriftain faith.
- Now the rule of this faith, the only means by
which we, who live fo many ages aftyéf him, can
learn with certainty what things he hath required
as neceflary, and what he hath forbidden as unlaw-
ful, T have proved to be the holy Scriptures. For
thele, which confefledly give us a true account of
Chriftanity, do alfo, 2s I have (hown to you, give -
us a full and fufficiently clear account of it: and
there is none whatever befides, that can be equall
depended on. Other antiquity compared with that
of Scriptare is modern: Tradition in its own na-
ture foon grows uncertain: and infallibility is no
where to be found upon earth. The only thing
then we have to rely on inaChriftianity, is the writ-
ten Word of God. © Whatever this forbids in finful :
whatever it requires as a condition on falvation is
neceflary : whatever it does not fo require, is not
neceflary. By thefe rules therefore of reafon and
Scripture let us now proceed, as was propofed in
the fecond place, to try the chief of thofe do&tines
which diftinguifh the church of Rome from oufS, *

: | PART
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Sferve (@), There is one God and one Mediator, fays
St. Paul, between God and man, the man Chrift o=
Sus (8). Acéerding!y- we find, - that the angel
which appeared to St. Febnin the Revelation, for-
bids any religious honour to - be paid him, even
when prefent,  See thou'do it not: Fam thy fellow-
fervant : worfbip God (c). And when fome amongft
the Coloffians had affeéted unjuftifiable praélices’ of
this kind, St. Paul cenfures them as, being in a
very dangerous error. Lef no man beguile you of your
reward in a voluntary bumility and worfbipping of
angels, intruding into thofe things” which he batk not
Jeen(d).  Yet does the church of Rome intrude fo
much farther a5 to pay undue worfhip te beings far
below angels ; not only to the faints in heaven,
but to fome who were {o wicked on earth, that
there is great reafon to fear they.are in hell; and to
others that are mere fitions of their own imagina-
tions, and never were at all. For the fake of thefe
and through their merits, they defire in their public
and authorized prayers, God’s .ipgr?,__ fometimes
. quite omitting to mention the merits of Chrift, and
fometimes joining his and theirs together. Farther
than this, they direétly pray to them in the houfe
of God, and in the fame pofture in which they pray
to God ; and that not only g intercede with him
for them, but, in fo many words, that they them-
{clves would b?fﬂ-w grace and mercy upon them, would
forgive the guilt of their fins, deliver them from hell,
and grant them a place in heaven.  What. pretence
is there now in Chriftianity for fuch things as
thefe? And what doth this tend to, but making the
ignorant, efpecially, think their favourite faint can
do every thing for them, right or wrong? To him
therefore they recommend themlelves, not by a re-
ligious life, but by flattering addrefles and coftly

{a) Matt, iv. 10, _ (8) 1 Tim. ii. g.
{¢) Rey, zix. 10, xxii, 29, (d) Col. ii. 18.
prefents :
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prefents : on his interceflion they often depend
much more than on our bleffed Saviour’s; and be-
ing fecure, as they think, of the favour of thefe
courtiers of heaven, pay little regard to the king
of it. Thus is the ‘intent of religion deftroyed,
and the heathen multitude of dcities brought fi
lently back into Chriftianity. - i

CHAPS T
Againfl the Warfhip of the Virgin Mary..

T HE adoration paid by the Papifts to the Vir~
& gin Mary is very remarkable. We henour her
memory as a perfon whom He that is mighty bath
peculiarly magnified, and whony all generations: fbail
call blefled (e). But they addrefs her in fuch terms
as follow : Emprefs of keavens;, gueen of angels: and
#iell 5 through whom, after Gid, the whole earth liv-
€th; mother of mercy;. the fountain: of grate and fal-
Yation 5 the only hope of [inners: Who evér trufled in
thee, and was confounded? To thee I commit all my
bopes-and all my comfort : under thy defince is my re-
Juge s make bafle to belp.me in-all things which I fhall
cither do or think every moment of my life; loofe the
~bonds of the guilty, cnlighten the eyes of the blind,
- Jree us from all finy and drive away from us aii evils
Grant us to efcape eternal dammationy and canfe the
glory. of paradife to be beflowed on us.  What aus
thority. or what_excufe is. there now for fuch ex-
préflions; as thefe? And yet every one of them I
have myfelf collefled, partly out of their public
offices, “partly from others” of their authorized
and approved” books of devotion. Formerly in
their very mafs. book they went yet farther, and

(¢) Luke i. 48, 49.
- D : begped
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begged hery, by wirtue of ber parental authority, to
command of her Son what they wanted. But to this
very day, in another office, they intimate the fame
thing, by exhorting her that fbe would fhew berfelf
to be his mother., And the better to make fure of
her doing fo, they apply to St. Foachim, who; they
fay, was her father, though indeed it is not cer=
tainly known at all who her father was; much lefs
whether he was faint or finner; However, they
apply to St Fouchim, and tell him, that asr Jis
daughter can poffibly deny him nothing, it is in bis
power to every ting he will for them. This, you
fee, is being very artful in making interelt: only
it is more art than is neceffary. For fince we are
both permitted and appeinted to apprcach God
through Cheift direftly, who, we are certain, both
doth hear and will help us, we fhall prejudice, in-
ftead of bencfiting our caufe, by making under-
hand applications to other perfons, who perhaps
never come to know of our petitions, and if they
do, are difpleafed at them ; or, if they were nor,
can be in comparifon of little ufe to us, -
Yet, to judge by the pra&ice of the Romi,
church, who would not think that the whole New-
Teftament were filled with precepts for the wor-
fhip of the faints, efpecially. the bleffed Virgin ?
Whereas, even in the Gofpels fhe is but feldom and
occzfionally mentioned ; our Saviour feeming on
purpofe to take lefs notice of her, asif he forefaw
whit advantages taking more would give to the-
extravagancies of after times. In the A&s fhe is
juft mentioned’ once. In the Epiffles and Revelus
Zion mot at all. Yet thefe are not half the mon-
{trous things that the Romaniffs are guilty of about
her, They have invented a fable of her body be- =
ing taken up into heaven, and appointed a folemn
; ' 2 feltival
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feftival in honour of it. They have inftituted a
form of devotion called the Rsfary, in which ten
addrefles are made to her, for one to God ; and
fucceflive popes have granted large indulgences
and bleflings to all that fay it. ‘Then their pri-
vate writers about her have gone incredible lengths.
One of their cardinals, Bonaventure, by putting
her name inftead of God’s, and fome other necef-
fary-alterations, hath applied the whole book of
Pfalms to'her. In the fame manner he hath al-
teted the 7e Deum. We pruife thee, O Mary, we
acknowledge thee to be the Lady; and fo in the other
hymns of the church., Nay, he hath made a creed
for her in imitation of St, Mthanafius’s. Whocver
will be faved, it is mce{ary that be bold the true faith
concerning Mary ; which except a man keep whele and
“undefiled, he fball perifb everlaftingly, Now if their
church do really difapprove thefe things, why' do
‘——they never cenfure them? Why is this very man
canonized for a faint, whilft we are condemmned as
* heretics ? For not content with thinkieg this kind

.of worthip lawful, they pronounce accurfed wiio-
“gver fhall think otherwife,

C:H.A Py THE
Againft the Worfbip of fmﬂgm

NOTHER thing in which we differ from the
4 A Roman Catholics, is this. They make pic-
tures of God the Father under the likenels of a
vencrable old man. They make images of Chrift
and of his faints, after their own fancy. Before
,thefe images, and even that of his crofs, they kneel
down and proftrate themfelves: to thefe they lift
up their eyes, and in ‘that pofture pray. The
: : ; D2z leaft
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leaft appearance of commard, or even the allow-
.ance, of fuch praétice, in Scripture they pretend
not ; and yet againft thofe who difallow them,
they thunder out anathemas. Now as to pictures
of the Father Almighty, whom no man either hath .
feeny or can fee (f); all vifible figures muft repre-
feat him fiich as he his not, muil lead the ignorant
into low and mean ideas of him, and give thofe of
better abilities, from a contempt of fuch repre-
fentation, a contempt of the religion that ufes
them. Anciently the heatkens themielves had ne
images of God ; and a very learned beat/en oblerves,
that if they had never had any, their worfhip would
have been the purer; for the inventors of thefe
things, fays he, leffened among men the reverence
of the divine nature, and introduced errors con-
cerning it (g). The Jews, though the Old Tefta-
‘ment figuratively exprefles, in words, the power
and attributes of ‘God by parts of the human formy,
were yet moft ftriftly forbidden all fenfible repfe-
fentations of him under any form. Take good beed
wito yb'{-;i_t[qﬁfe.-:;'ﬁjrs Mofes, for ye faw no manner of
fomilitude on the day that the Lovd j:oaka_ to you in Horeb;
lef? ye corrupt yourfelvesy left ye forget the coverant of
the Lord your God, and make the fimilitude of any
ﬁg‘ure 3 Jor the Lord thy God is.a confuming fire, even
a jealous God (k). Accordingly we find, that when
they had made a golden image, though it was ex-
prefly defigned in honour of that God who brought
them out of Egypt, it, was netwithftanding punithed
as idolatry. And far from allowing to Chriftians,
what was then forbidden the "Feaws, St. Pau/ moft

p 1'Tim, vi, 16,

(g) Varro ap. 8. Aug, de Civ. Dei, I 4. ¢ 31. where he fays,
they had ‘none for 370 years, But Tarquinius Prifcus introduced
them, See Tenifom op ldol. p. 59.

. : , (2) Deut. iva15; 24,
o i e S RVeey
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- feverely condemns it in the very Aeathens, that
when they knew God, they glorified him not as Gody but
became vain in their imaginations, and changed .the
glory of the incorruptible God, into an image made like to
corruptible man (7). Yet how near doth this approach
‘to what the church of  Rome doth now, in makin
pitures of God the Father! Our bleffed Savious
indeed; having taken on him human nature, is
capable of being reprefented in a human form.
But, asall fuch reprefentations muft be imaginary
ones, fo they are ufelefs ones too: the memorial of
himfelf, which he hath appointed in, the facrament,
we may be allured, is fufficient to all good purpofes ;
and thefe other memorials have always produced
abfurd and wicked fuperflitions. As for the ‘tmages
of the faints, it is fufficient to fay, that there
‘being no pretence for worfhipping the faints them-
felves, there is yet lefs pretence for worthipping
me reprefentations of them. But here the
church of Rome will fay we wrong them; they do
not worfhip images, but only Chrift and his faints
by thefe images. But indeed, it is they who wrong
themfelves then. For not a few of their own
writers (&) frankly own they do worthip images,
.and with the fame degree of worfhip that they pay
to the perfons whofe images they are. And for
‘the crofs, particularly in their publick offices, they
_exprefly declare themfelves to adore it, and in
plain words, petition it in one of their hymns,

(7} Rome. i, 21, 23. S Ies
© (X)) Aquinas, &c. See Trapp, Ch. of England defended, p. 219.

hey put in the Judex Exp, thofe paffages in marginal notes and
indexes, that fay the contrary. See Inftances, ib. p, 235 They are
to be worthippedy {ays Bellarmine, ita ut ipfe terminent weneratiomem,
Wt in fe confiderantur & mn folum ut wicem gerunt exemplaris ; Jo that
the wirfbip’ refi in them: as they are confidered in themfelues, and
oot only as they fupply the place of a copy.” Bellarm. de Imag, I, ii,
<30 ap, Fur. e I, xliy, 20.

D3 give
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ive increafe of grace to the righteous and pardon to
f&gﬂgm?fy. f']“his“gt_hg:y fay is a poetical licence: and
truly, in fo ferious a thing as worfbip, no fmall
one. But farther: had they no regard to the
image, but only to the perfon reprefented, why is
an image in one place looked upon to have fo
much more power and virtue, than an image of
the fame perfon in another place? Why hath that
of «our lady of Loretss, for inftance, fo much more
honour done it, than that of our lady any where
elfe? We own the council of Tyrent does give a
caution, that no divinity be afcribed to images, nor
any truft put in them: and the feathen gave the
like caution often with refpeft to theirs: but this
never hinders the Scripture from condemning them
as idolaters.  And the reafon is, that fuch cautions
never are, or can be obferved by the multitude.
Place fenfible objefis before them to dire&t their

L

-~ worfhip te: and in thofe objeéts their worfhip yuill—

terminate. "This the primitive Chriftians faw too
plainly in the heathens, ever to think of imitating
them.  Accordingly, neither images nor pi&ures
were allowed in churches for near four hundred
years. And when, alter being more than once
condemned, they came to be allowed, no honour
was intended to be paid, to them. On the con-
trary, when it began to be paid which indeed was
not’ long, it was fevercly cenfured, and particu-
Jarly in the eighth century, by above three hun-

dred bifhops,  affembled in council at Confantincple.

But about thirty years after, the fecond council of
Nice (fo ill did councils agree) eftablithed it. - Yet
even this council held reprefentations of Gad to be
unlawful. And all the weftern countries, except
ftaly, under the pope’s immediate direétion, con-
tinued to condemn the werfBip of glf reprefenta-
- : ' e A tin.nig
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tions,, for fome ages afterwards. But by degrees
it firft became general; and then fo grofsly fcan-
dalous, that the church of Rome, it feems, hath
judged it the wifeft way to leave the fecond com-
mandment, which too plainly forbids thefe things,
out of their fmaller books of devotion, under the
abfurd pretence of its being only a part, 1 fuppofe
an infignificant one, of the firft: though, fince
they have been charged with this, they have
thought fit in fome of them; but not in all, to
reftore it again. And here let us quit the article
of image-worfhip, with the pfalmift’s remark ‘upon
it. They that make them are like unto them; fo is
every oné that trufleth inthem, O Ifrael, trufl theu
in the Lord (1). : :

-

_CHAP. IV

——Fke Dodirine of Tranfilflantiation fhown to be ahfurd
' and falfe. gl

: HE RE ftill remains another obje&t of popifh
-}l worfhip, the facramental bread and "wine.
For they have made it an article of faith, that the
fubftance of thefe is, by the words of confecration,
intirely changed into the fubftance of the Jiving
“body and blood of Chrift: which change there-
fore, they call tranfibflantiation. Now, were this
really the body of Chrift, ’tis allowed we have no
command to worfhip it umder this difguife, and
‘therefore commit no fin in letting fuch worfhip
alone. Butif it be really not o, they own them-
felves to pay that honour (o a bit of bread, which
belongs only to the eternal Son of God. And
furely one fhould think it a queftion cafily decided,
whether a fmall wafer, which is the bread they ule

(/) Pial cxv. 8,9,
on
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on thefe occafions, be the body of a man, and whe-
ther wine in a cup be blood. Almoft every one
 of our fenfes will tell us it is not: And though, in
fome hafty or diftant appearance of things, our
fenfes may be deceived, yet, if, where there is all
- poffible opportunity of examining the matter, we
cannot be fure of what our own eyes and our own
feeling, our fmelling and tafting, all inform us of,
then we can be fure of nothing. “T'is only by fuch
evidence that we know any thing in this world:
‘tis by no other that we know we have a revela-
tion from God, and that this facrament is ap-
pointed in it. If therefore we are not to believe
our fenfes, how are we to believe any thing atall?
But indeed what they tell us in this cafe, is as con-
trary to all reafon as it is to all fenfe. That a
human body in its full dimenfrons fhould be con-
tained in the fpace of aninch or two, looks as like
4 contradiftion as any thing well can do: thatt
fubftance of bread fhould not* be in the facrament,
where they own all the properties of bread are,
and that the fubftance of flefh fhould be there,
and not one of the properties of it.appear, is very .
monftrous; and what the very fame body of Chrift,
‘which is now in heaven at the right hand of Geod,
fhould at the fame time be on earth in the right
 hand of the prieft; and that there fhould be feveral
thoulands of thofe bodies upon earth at many
hundreds of miles diftance from one another, and
et all thefe be that very fame one body alfo, this is
fuch talk, that for {fober perfens in their fober
fenfes to ufe it, *and keep their countenance, is
very ftrange. If one and one be two, then one
body of Chrift here, and one body of Chrift there,
make two bodies of Chrift, which they own he hath
not. And if one body can bein more than one
place
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place in one time, we may all of us perhaps be now
this very inftant at Rome as well as. _here ; a man
‘be at ever fo many thoufand miles diftance from’
‘himfeif, and afterwards he may come and meet
himfelf, (as two of their pretended real bodies of
“Chrift often doy) and then pafs by himfelf and go
away from himfelf to the fame diftance he was
at before: he may in one place be ftanding  ftill,
in anoiher be carried along, and fo be in motion
and not ‘in motion 4t the fame time. Men may
fay fuch “things as thefe if they will: and they
‘miay believe them if they can. But in order to ity
‘well do they dire@ their poor people to profefs in
their Englifh manual of praycrs before mafs, 1725,
P 409 Herein I utterly remounce the judgment of

my fenfes, and all human underflanding. ks
Here therefore we fix our foot: if thefe things
‘be to every man living evidently abfurd and im-
—_ poflible, then" let no body ever regard the moft
fpecious pretences of proving fuch do&@rines, or
‘the authority of*a’ church that maintains them,
It is no hard matter for an artful man, a little
praflifed in difputing, fo to confound a plain man
~upon almoft any fubjeét, that he fhall not well
know"how to anfwer, though he fees himfelf to be
right, and the other wropg. Th's is an art which
the priefts of the church of Rome are well verfed
in. “Indeed the chief part of their learning is to
‘puzzle themfelves firft, and as many others as they
can afterwards. But always obferve this rule:
flick to common fenfe againft the world: and
whenever a man would perﬁlade?;ui] of any thing
“evidently contrary to that, never be moved by any
tricks and fetches of fophifiry, let him ufe ever fo
many. He will be for proving to you by round-
- about arguments, of which you are unqualified to
: ' judge,

.
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judge, that his church is infallible, and therefore
tranfubftantiation is true. Do you anfwer him by
amuch plainer argument, of which you are very
well qualified to judge: that tranfubflantiation
cannot poflibly be true, and therefore his church is
"not infallible, : = <

But they plead; with God all things are poffi-
ble, and therefore this is fo. Now we own that
all things which are not impoflible in themfelves,
are poffible with him; but God himfelf cannot do
what in its own nature cannot be done. For in-
‘flance he canoot deftroy his own being, he can-
not ceafe to be jult and good, becaufe this hath a
‘contradi&ion in it; and for the fame reafon he

~cannot do any thing elfe that hath a contradi@lion

in it: for that would be doing a thing, and at the
fame time not doing it: to afcribe which to God
is not to magnify, but mock his power.

But they fay further, that tranfubftantiation

hath no more difficulty than the Trinity hath.
‘But furely the difference is very vifible. The doc-
-trine of the Trinity indeed is a myftery: that is,
the whole of the fubjeét cannot be fully under-
ftood by us. But in tranfubftantiation there is no
“myltery at all. For the moft evident falihoods are
‘juit as clearly underftood to be fo as the moft evi-
- dent truths.  In the Trinity there is nothing we
{ee to be falfe; only we do not fee the particular
manner in which fome things faid concerning it
are true: but in tranfubftantiation there are many
things we fee to be falfe, and which can in no
~manner be tru& Let them fhew us any contra-
di¢tion in the doftrine of the Trinity, and we
~will believe it no longer. In the mean time, fince
“we have fhewn contradiQion in tranfubltantiation,
let them believe #4at no longer. '

~ : : But
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But they have Scripture to plead for it. Now
it this were a doétrine of Scripture, it would
fooner prove Scripture to be falfe, than Scripture
could prove it to be true; and therefore the pa-
pifts, by making fuch a monftrous abfurdity an
article of faith, have loaded their religion with
a weight, which, did it belong to Chriftianity,
were able to fink it. But God be thanked, Scrip-
ture is ne more on their fide than reafon. We
know indeed that our Saviour faid when he gave
the facrament, This is my body. But fo at another
time he faid, Verily, werily, I am the door of the
fbeep: And at a third, I am the vine. And fo have
all mankind always called a reprefentation of any
thing by the name of what it reprefented. Why
- then is he not to be underftood in the fame figure
here? How do you think the apoflles underftood
him but as they were ufed to do in fuch cafes?
‘They who were fo backward at comprehending
difficult things, and fo ready to afk queflions about
them, did they without any furprize or any quef-
~tion apprehend that our Saviour then took his own
body in his own hand, and gave that one body to
each of his twelve apoftles at the fame time, and
that each of them fwallowed him down their
throats, though he was all the while fitting at the
table along with them? Such things are too ridi-
culous to be mentioned in a ferious place, and yet
thefe men force us to it by gravely requiring "us
to believe them, The only confiderable paflage
befides, that they plead, is in the fixth chapter of
St. Febn; where many Fews having followed our
Saviour, becaufe he had fed them* with the mira-
cle of the loaves, he bids them lebour nut for the
meat whick perifbeth, but that which endureth unto
« euerlafiing fifes which he would give them, wio is the
' g Trug
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true bread from heaven. Now_ were this meant of
the facrament, and 1o be underftood literally, we
muft conclude not bread turned into Chriff’s bo-
dy, but his body turned into bread; which is quite
the contrary to what they hold. But indeed the
whole is only a fgurative way of faying that the
fouls of all ‘men receive from the fruits: of his
death a much more valuable nourifhment, than
their bodies receive from their duily food. Juft
as he elewhere fays (m), Whicver drinketh of the
water that I fhall give kim, it fball be in him a well
of water [pringing up into everlafling life ;. which
nobody underfltood literally ; and julf as Wifdom -
fpeaks of herfelf in Ecclus. xxiv. 21. They that eat
me fball'be hungry, and they that drink me (ball yet
he thirfly ; that is, they who have tafled the plea~
fures ‘and benefits of virtue, will always defire a
ftill greater experience of them. But the Fews,
with their ufual perverfenefs, cavilling at thefe
words of our Saviour, he goes on wvery ftrongly
to affert t_'be‘-przrtiegy of them that biy flefb is meat
indeed, and bis blood drink indeed, that ke who ecateth
the one and drinketh the other, dwelleth in bim and
biveth'by bim, but ke that doth nit, bath ne life in him.
But now thefe words being fpoken, you fee, con-
cerning the prefent time, my flo/b is meat indecd, and
fo on, cannot principally relate to the facrament :

for.there was yet no fuch thing, nor tillva e'm-o;

“only, ‘who eateth the facramest, fhall. dwell in

Chrift and live by ‘him. Tor perfons. may poflibly
have no_opportunity of receiving the facranient,
and yet be very good Chriftians; and too many
receive it' frequently, and yet are very bad Chrif-
tians, ‘The meaning therefore plainly is, that our

() John iv.14,

Saviour’s

-
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Saviour’s coming and fuffering in the_ficth, and
fhedding _his blood, for mankind, is the fpiritual
life of the world: that whoever imbibes. the doc-
Arine he taught n his life, and partakes by faith
of the bgncﬁis__ he: procured at his death, his  Soul
s inwardly flreagthened by them, and fhall he fi-
‘naflfy._ preferved to a happy irgmurtaﬁp}n For in
this Spiritual and figurative fenfe, he immediately
direéts his - difciples to underfland his words; when
h-mifu?;_.]'qfﬂ@ndiﬁg them in a grofs and literal one
‘had fomewhat #taggered them.  Doth. this, fays he,
offend you? It is the Spirit that. gu."g.fge@tﬁﬁf.;é;'ﬁz)fﬁ
profiteth nothing. The wonds that I fpeak. unts Yoty
#hey are fpirit and they are life, His, manner of ‘ex-
reflion had the fame inteat with that paffage of
Bt. Pad [n), where he fays, the Ifraelites did all
cat the _{m‘;:g_:_.z/;gfr,ffugl umieat -and did all drink the fame
Spiritual drink: For they drank of ibe Spiritual rock
that followed them, and that rock was. Chrifl,  The
papills themfelves do not think from henee, that
the Feuws did eat and «drink Chrift literally: and
Chriftians do it in the fame wanner they did, only
with a clearer and more diftinét faith. - For in this
..%v{tual-,_{ﬁ-n.feﬂJ-thi-cé;#iﬁt_f@.l.f?;;-%uiams., his... words.
We firmly believe &is. body and blsod. to Ve verily and
sndeed taken and received by the faithful in the Lord’s
Supper; thatis, an union with him, to be not only
reprefented; but  really and effeétually communi-
cated to the worthy recciver. But as. for any
“ather fenfe, if we did, or could do fo monftrous a
thing, as literally to cat the flefh, and drirk the
blaod of ourdear Lord, it is not that which could
-do, aur Souls apy goed, but only ‘his. grace accom-
panying this facrament: which may as well ac-
“€ompany it without any change of the bread and

{n) 1 Cor, x. 3y 4
& wine,
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wine, as it acenmpames that o.f baptifm, w:thout
an ehah,gewof water.
e'fee then that ‘-'.cnpture byna means . favoura
tranﬁ:hﬁaﬁttanon e ‘indeed exprgi"s agam&
: For St .F?:i’ more than once tells as, : “that
what we eat the facrameot \is bread, and as fu:
what we=d1‘mk, ‘when’ ,ﬁuf?’Sm‘mm fays, this i my
Blood which is fhed for you, if We had meant literally,
he had fpoken fallely for his blood was not {hed
il aft&rwards, and could not be drunk then.
Neither is it in a condition of being fhed at pre-
fent, and therefore cannot  be drunk ' now. But
too much hath been faid of ‘this mqnﬂmus doc-
trine, ‘ to which the indiferetion of well-meaning
riters gave the firfk occafion pretty early, whil
they affeéted to heighten the figurative expreflions
‘of Seripture, by flill -more figurative ones of their
‘own; litile lhmkmg at the fame time, that f{uch
an abfurd meaning, as the papifts now plead for
-"couid ‘ever ‘be afcribed to thems: and plamly fhows
: by inpumerable @fddfs,}that it s unjuft
1-;aﬁn"‘l:sa‘;ﬂ, ‘to them. ' But as Jigoorance and fuperfti-
tiot increafed, about' Boo years after Chrift, this
‘amazing notion . begin ' to be'diftin&ly and’ expli=
citly ‘entertained. and’ afferted; which fome had the
good fenfe to' oppofes fﬁme the weaknefs to re-
“ceive, as a myflery that -promoted the reverence of
“the facrament; others ‘the wickednefs to fupport
“with zeal, as an artifice- that -increafed the mhq-
“rity of the priefts: tor what could he not do, who,
as  they btaa”pﬁémduﬂy “exprefs “it, wconld make
“God? By degrees then this do&:mb prevailed,
Lailly in’ the t-hlrtﬁenth eentur}', it ~was eftablithed
as  an article of faith,  And when once the fpe-
-culative error of belicving ' the confecrated bread
‘and wine to be iu:erail_v the hqdyt and b‘lbod of
: Chrift
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of receiving the cup. relates only to the clergv, that
of receiving the éread too, muft relate only to the
clergy: for there is no manner of diftinétion made
in the gofpel.  Yet they own the laity are obliged
by our Saviour’s command to receive the bread,
and therefore they are obliged by the fame com-
mand, to reccive the cup: which that they did
accordingly, the eleventh chapter of the firft
epiftle of the Corinthians makes as f)'lél'm-"és:'wﬂr;d_s'
can make any thing. Not to fay further, that if
the fixth of St. Fubn relate immediately to' the
facrament, as they are fometimes very pofitive it
doth, the fifty-third verfe of that chapter exprefly
declares, that, unlefs we drink the blsod of the fon of
man, as well as ea? bis ﬂe » we bave no f{,‘;’ i us,
But they tell vs, our Saviour himfelf, after his
refurreftion, adminiftered the facrament in one
kind only. For St. Luke fays, that fitting down to
eat with the two dilciples at Emmans, he took bread
and blefled it, and brake, and gave 26 them + and upon,
their knowing him, wanijbed out of their fizht (a).
Now it happens, that this was not adminiftering
the facrament at all, but doing juft the fame thing,
which the Evangelifts in juft the fame words tell
us he did, when he fed the multitudes with the
loaves and fithes; and indeed at every meal he cat:
“For the Fews in the beginning of every meal of
theirs, ufe the very fame cuftom to this day ().
But they further plead, that however that be, at
Jealt when in the A&s of the apoftles it is faid, the
difeiples met together to break bread on the firff day of
the aveek (¢): This muft be the facrament; and the
cyp is not once mentioned there as given. We
‘anfwer, ’tis not certain that even this was the fa-

(a) ‘Luke xxiv. 30, 31. ($) Buktsnf. Synag, Jud. ¢ y2,

(e) Ads xx. 7.
Crament;
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to fay that one of them, the far greateﬂ part of
Chriftians, fhall not perform, for ‘it is full as well
let alone: nay better indeed, if we believe them:

for the cup they tell us, may be drunk oF immo-
derately, may be fpﬁled many dreadful inconve-
niencies may hazppen from trufting it with the
laity? Now ’tis ftrange our Saviour fhould not
‘be wife enough to forefee thefe inconveniencies:
7tis ﬁrange we fhould not experience them neither:

and it adds to the wonder not a little, that the
whole church of Chrift, for 1200 years, thould not
be able to find them out any more than we. For
in all that time, the cup was conftanily given to
the laity in the public communions, though there
are fome inftances, yet neither many, nor early ones,
in which the bread alone was carried to private
houfes. And when fome of the laity, for abfurd
reafons, refufed to take the cup, no lefs than three
popes condemned them. But fuperftitious imagi-
nations gradually inereafing amongft Chriftians, a
cuftom arefe firit of giving t}ie bread dipt in wine
~inftead of both feparate; and at laft in the 15¢h
century,” the council of .Conflance, the fame which
decreed fo honeftly, that promifes made to the
~prejudice of the Catholic faith eught net to be
kept, (f) decreed alfo very modeftly, that not-
withftanding  (for fo they exprefs it) our Saviour
miniftered both kinds, one only fhall be admini-
fteréd for the future to the laity, And now it is
made an article of thelr eretd, ‘that the whole fa-
crament is .given by giving this part: fo that wha-
ever fhall fay both are neceffary, (which, if it be
‘not a truth, one fhould think could not be 2 hé-

refy) is by the council of 7Zremt pronounced ac-
turfed :

H Sef: f-'aurqylr s touncil ul' ‘Trm!, Vol 51 595
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. S CHAP VL,
On the Sacrifice of the Mafs, aturicular Confiffion, and
: ' private Abfolution.

N OTHER difference between the church of

Rome and ours with refpe& to the facrament
1s this. 'I;hgy hold that as often as it is cele-
brated Chrilt is truly and properly offered up a
facrifice for our fins. Now we acknowledge, that
every alt of obedience, and worthip more efpe-
cially, may, agreeably to the language of Scripture,
be fpoken of as a facrifice to our Maker: that his
cieatures of bread and wine, when appropriated to
this folemn aét of religion, are fo far efferings ro
God: and that this whole a&l, being a memorial

and reprefentation of the facrifice of Chrift, may -

fitly enough to be called by the fame name with what
it commemeoraies - and reprefents: o that in this
fenfe Chriftians have an altar and an offering upon
it. But that, inftead of a reprefentative facrifice
of praife, it thould be a rcal facrifice of ztonement;
in which Chsift's body, hiterally fpeaking, is every
day offered wp anew,, of this we can fee neithes
proof nor poffibility. For not only it fuppofes
tranfubflantiation to he true, which hath been
proved to be falle; but it s abfolutely fh,co,ﬁ:-
fitent with two whole chapters of the cpiftle
to the Helrews; the ninth and tenth; which
throughout inculcate that Chrif was not to be offer-
ed up often, for then mufl be often bave fuffercd; bus
2bat he appeared onee to put away fin by the facrifice of
Aimfelf’s was once offored to bear the fins of many'y and

by this one fforing hath for ever perfelied them that

are fanélified, 1f therefore our dofirine be here-

tical in this pointy St. Paal’s is {o too = not to fpeak
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Egr‘d‘c_npd, -who etherwife: the power of infliting
- and continuing miraculous punifhments on - wick-
ed peifons, which is bindiug and retaining their
fins; and of removing fuch punithments, which
is loofrig and remitiing them. But thefe things the
Romifh clergy can no more claim than we. What
then befides can there be conveyed by thefe words
of our Lcrd? \A power of preaching that gofpel,
according to the terms of which alone, ‘the fins of
men {hall be forgiven or punifhed; a power of ad-
mitting perfons into a flate of forgivenefs by bap-
tifm, of adminifiring to them the word of God
and the holy facrament, as means of grace; of des
nouncing his wrath againft all finners, interceding
with him for all penitents, and pronouncing in his
name that he pardons and abfolves them. Thefe
things, we truft, are done much more faithfully by
us than them. = There is indeed another power,
of exercifing fpiritual difcipline, for the honour of
the church and the fake of example, to diftinguifh
fo far as men are able between the good, by ad-
mitiing them to communion with us, and the bad,
by excluding them from it. In this we acknow-
ledge that we are deficient ; but they are worfe :
for they have utterly perverted it from a public in-
{titution of general ufe and influence, to a {ecret
tranfation betwcen a finner and his confeffor, in
which not only ‘fuch abfolution is made neceffary,
as the Scripture hath no where required, but fuch
confeflion infifted on as is no. way needful to it.
Not needful from any command of God: for the
- chief and almoft only text they plead for that
purpofe, Confefs your faults one iy anstber (k)y no
more obliges ‘ithe people in all cafes to reveal the
particulars of their fins to the pricfls, than the

(* . 16,
)} James v. 1 P;iuﬁ
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prielt to reveal the particulars of his to the pedple.
Nor is it needful from the nature of the thing:
for it is not Knowing a perfon’s fins that can qua-
lify the prieft to give him abfolution, but knowing
he hath repented of them; which is juft as poffi-
ble 10 be known without a pariicolar confeflion,
as with it.  8ill in“many cafes acknowledging the
ecrors’ of our lives, ‘and opening the ftate of our
fouls to the minifters_of God’s word, for their
opinion, their advice, and ‘their’ prayers, nray be
extremely ufeful, fometimes neccflary. And when-
ever perfons think it'foy, we are ready both to hear
them with the utmeft fecrefy, and to affift theny
-with our bef¥ care: to dire& them how they may
be forgiven, if we think they are not; to pro-
nounce them forgiven, if we think they are. Only
we muft beg them to refember; that none but
God can pardon fins as' to their confequences it
another world. = Men' indéed may take off from fin-
ners the cenfures of the%cEurch if “they have in-
curred themy “but’as to an “thing fai‘iherj'_.a_ﬂ we
can do is either to pray to God ‘that he would for-
give them; (which was the only form of abfoluti-
on till the eleventh century at leaft) or elfe to de~
clare that he hath done fo.  And Jet' fuch a' decla-
ration expre(s ever fo pofitively that either God of
the prieft abfolves them; its a fatal error to build
hopss on this ‘with refpeét 16 another life, any fur-
ther then conditionally, 'that if their repentance bé
fufficient, their forgivenefs is eertain, Bur whe-
ther sit be fufficient or'po, ‘the priefts' of our chuich.
can give their judgment, and thofe of the church
of Rome can: poffibly do no raore. ' For they muft
own themfclves to be as fullible as we are.
- Butdas neither realon nor Séripture makes con-
fefion and abfolution of this kind neceflary, fo
iy : g S neither

-

HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com



of the CHURCH of Romz. 47

neither did the primitive church hold it to be fo,
Public confeflion indeed they required in cales of
public fcandal: but for private confeflion in (al
cafes, it was never thought of as a command of
God for goo years after Chrift; nor determined
to be{uch ull after y200: when the fame council
of Lateran decreed it, which decreed alfo the de-
pofing of fuch princes as would not extirpate
“herely. And yet it is amaziog, what flrefs they
gow lay upon it. No repentance, they tell us, will
avail, if it be negle&@ed: and almoft any will.do,
Jf it\be obferved. For det a dying finner bhave only
‘what they call ptirition, fuch a forrow as arifes
" mercly from the fear of being punifhed without
the leatt degree of diflike to fin or love to God, this
fotrow, though not  fufficient without abfolution,
- yet, -withit, 1s. So that if a perfon who has dil-
-regarded God all his' lile, can but be made afraid
of him at bhis death, the prieft fhall deliver him
from hell, ~and fecure heaven to him, by a word
fpeaking. Some leffer punithments indeed he doth
remain {ubjeét to firft: as to whith owever there
.are ways of making matters as ealy as,can well be
wiflied. Buit'in order to underfland them, anothes
‘head of Popifh doftrine mult be explained,
LEE AR VL
On Purgatory. . °

#FNUR Saviour, the Romanifls tells' us, ﬁa-\(iu_g
' e ' procured for repenting finners the forgivenels
“only of the eternal punithment due ro their fins,
-there remains a temporal punifhment due to them

* #ill, which, if it be not in this life either infliGted
by worldly fufferings, or fatisfied for by good

. T : . werks

HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com



48 ConruTaTION of the ERroRs

works and penances, muft' be ‘undergone after
death, in’ the pains of a place called qurga'ta}-j'f;
which pains may, bowever, be mitisated “and fhort-
ened, partly by offering np-'pr'ayefk"’ﬂ?i- fuch peifons,
and partly by granting’ indulgences’ to. them. And
thele: things alfo we are heretics for pot believing,
Yet forcthe ‘neceflity of our believing thefe doc-
trines, they pretend no Scripture proof, and the
‘have no proof for fo much as the truth’ of them,
Heaven and hell we read of perpetually in the bi-
ble, but purgatery we never meer with “though
furely, if there be fuch 2 place,  Chrift and his
apoftles would not have eoncealed it from us.  St.
Laul indeed mentions, a fire thut tries every man's
workss and perfons that fhall be faved, yet F/,'; as by five
). Bur what is he there fpcaking of? Hc had
‘been laying amongft them, he fays, the foundation
of religion, the acknowledgment of Jefus Chrift.
On this, fays he, ansther man hath built: but let every
- man take beed how be buildet)i; what he teaches for
Chriftian do&rine : for i‘bejdg?g@qif“?gﬁa're it, and
she fire fball 1ry everyman’s work of what fort it is:
either t.hefd? of the fiery trial of perfecution, or
rather, the final judgment of God, whofe day. fball
burn  like . an oven (m), this fhall try -eve;jr man’s
work, fearch it as thoroughly as fire does things
that are put into it Then, if any mun's work whick
he bath built, abide, if the dofrines he hath taught
bear the tct, be fball receive areward: but, if his
work be burnt, ity preferving the fundamentals of
chriftianity, he hath built errors on them;, fe fhall
Juffer lofs; the pains he hath taken thall be of 10
benefit, and though he may be faved. himfcif,. it
“fhall be like one that efcapes through the fire,
with great danger apd difficulty.  For fo St. Fude

- ()1 Cor, il 13, 15, {m) Mal. iv. 1. <
fpeakss
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fpehk,s j.rme Save with fmr, ;'ud!mg out of the fire
{n)z and the prophet Auas, Ye were as a_firebrand
p!mi.-rd cut of the burning (¢). ‘This paffage there-
fore relatcs mot to punifiing; in purgatory, the
guiuns Of fome men, before the day of judg-
ment, but to. tr}m;, the works of all men at the
day: of judgment’: and far from patromzing the
<hurch of Rome, gives them indeed an awtul warn-
ing not 10 bu: Id o the foundotion of chriflianity
f.ﬁay and - flubble ; which ufclefs trath as this, and
many. other of their. dodtrines ; ;5 which the great
day of the Lord "will fhew to have no folidity in
them : but their works fball be burnt upy themfelves
Juffer. Ioﬁ, and at beft be faved only fo as by fires
Their other texts for purgatory are, if pofiible,
lefs to thegurpofe than this : that bla/phemy. againfl
the Haly. .{gfi‘ Shall-nat be forgiven either in this
dife or that to come (p) ; which is only faying, it
fhall never be forgiven, but punifhed both here
and hereaiter : that he who agrees not with bis ad-
werfary in the way, [ball be caff by the judge into pri-
fox, and not to come out titl be hath paid the utiermoft
farthing (g) 5 which perhaps is only faying, that
whoever doth not make ‘up a difference with his
ﬂelghbour before trial, muft expeét no . favour
after : or, iIf God be the judge meant, the fenfe
will be, that the perfon condemned fhall never
come out of prifon, becaufe he never can pay the
witermof? farthing. For uncharitablenefs unrepented
of, which is the crime here mentioned, the Papifts
‘themfelves own, fends men not 1o purgatory, but
‘to hell.  As for their notion, that our Saviour
hath not procured forgivenefs of the temporal
pumihment of fin, it is certain from Scripture,

{(n) 1 Cor. il 13, 135, {s) Amos iv. 11,

() WMate, xii. 33, : () Matt, v. 25, 26,
F ; that
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ay other church than that of Rome, to this day.
~ But fuppofing there were fuch a place, how do

they know, concerning any particular perfon, that
he ever comes into it, or how long he ftays in it?
And if noty what is it but offering the facrifice of
fuals. (#)s to mske thoufands -of prayers for one,
who may be quite®out of the reach of them, ei-
ther in heaven, or perhaps in hell? Though in-
deed, by praying for the very wickedeft of mcn,
as only in purgatory, they ftrongly tempt other
wicked men to conclude, that none of their com-
‘munion ever go to hell. And thus is this inyen-
tion_ at once fo greata Terror to good perfons, and
fo great a comfort to bad ones, that one cannot
help applying to it . the Prophet’s - words: With
Jies ye have made the beart of the righteous fady whom
1 bave not made. fad 5 and [irengthened the hands of
the wicked, that be [hould not return from bis wicked
way, by promifing him life (y). But were they (o
pray not for particular perlons, as’ they do, but
only in general for all that are there; where is
the command, where is even_ the  permiflion fdr
it ? Qur brethren on earth wé pray for, becaufe
the time of their trial is not yet over. But the
ftate of the Dead is fixed, and they fhall receive,
every man, not according to our prayers, but
their own palt works. Purgatory, they tell us,"
is that prifon whence ‘men fhall not come out 1/
they have paid the laft farthing : and what room is
there then for our prayers for them there} We
own indced, fome fort of prayers for the dead
were ued by the church (though without any war-
rant for them that appears) very early, within
200 years after Chrift. But then originally thefg
‘were made, not for fouls in purgatory, for whom

(&) Ecclef, vi'1. < () Eaek, xii, 23,

F 3 the
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the Papifts pray, but for faints in Paradife, for
whom they do net pray; for all righteous perfons
deceafed, Prophets, Apoftles, Martyrs, even for
the bleffed Virgin herfelf: and hence it appears
by the way; that they did not pray to thefe fince -
they prayed for them. And the fubjeQ-matter of
their prayers, was that Gedawould grant them -
his promifed merey in the day of judgment, and -
fpeedily complete their kappinels ‘in  body and -
foul. In procefs of times;it muit be owned, men
fell into a varicty of groundlefs fuppofitions, coun-
cerning the fate of Chriflians ‘between death and
the refurreCtiony and upon thefe fuppofitions they
tormed their prayers, which many perfons went
o f3r as to imagine could benefit even finners in
hell.. But as all. thefe fuppofitions, for a long
time,. were different from; and inconfiftent with,
- the  Romifs notiens of purgatory, fo the i ayers
whﬁfﬁmfwc&ﬁts ufed for -&héy--d‘aéds tﬂfﬁtre
they of authority, {which: they are mot, for no-
thing is-fo bur what appears to come from Glod)

would <ondemn, and not jultify, thofe prayers
wehih the Papifts ufe. | & s

L e e T g
On ihe biﬂ'ﬂ:‘;-,:::- I?ffm@ﬂxu:‘ g
ATOTHER @olls meibad of relieving i

ners is by indulgences, .Or‘igindily this woid
meant a very right thing, the mitigation of  the
feverity or length of ecclefiaftical cenfures fowards
fach, as, 'I:ﬁ an_exemplary repentance, had de-
ferved it, Nor was any other fort of indulgences
known for at lkaft 6oo _years, perhaps much
- longer. _But the prefent notion. of the church of

: 553 ; " Rome

o
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Reme about them, (though in their difputes- with
us they would fain difguife it if they could) is
this. Many of the faints, it feems, having not
only done enough to merit immediate entrance
into hcaven, but ‘more than was neceffary’ for that
‘purpofe, this overplus. of their goodnefs, called
ufually” works of fupererogation, joined with the
infinite merits of Chrift, makes a treafure of in-
eftimable value, which the church hath the dif-
pofal of; and the popé, as head of the church,
applies towards the .remiffion of their fins, who
either fulfil, in their life-time, certain ‘conditions
appointed by him, or whofe friends will fulfil
th.m after their deaths, Now we, on the con-
trary, have learned from Scripture, that in many
things the beft of wus all offend ; that were ecur
‘obediecnce perfed, it were no more than our Duty;
and that, to the grace of God, not to the merit
ol our works, the falvation of our fouls is owing.
In fome reflpefls, indeed, in ufelefs morliﬁéatiogs
and' obfervances- of no value, we acknowledge
many faints of “their church have done much more
than God requires, much more than he approves
or will ‘reward. But even had they done more
really good things than: they were oE‘Eged to, this
might indeed encreale their own happinefs in ano-
~ther world: but what pretence is there for afs
firming, that inftead of that it fhall be transferred
away to-the benefit of others; and thofe others,
juft whomioever the pope fhall pleafe ? This fure
is very hard. But after all, what is the benefit
conferred by thefe indulgences # If it be only de-
liverance, either wholly, or in part, from purga-
tory, there is no fuch place o be delivered from.
And that it is from hell, they dare nrot fay in-
deed, but they do every .thing that can make the

=3 ignorant
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ignorant think it.. Why elfe: are Chrilt’s merits
mentioned as one Ground of indulgences? For he
hath not merited, they tell us, deliverance from
temporary punithment, as purgatory is, but from
eternal ones only. Why allo do their indulgences
declare themfelves to beftow the moft full remii-
fion and forgivenefs of all fins,,if they mean only
the fmalleft part of forgivenefs? i Thefe thirgs
are too plainly calculated to degeive poor wretches
into a fatal belief, that, by fuch Methods, wick-
ednefs here may become confiftent with happinefs
hereafier. = Repentance indeed  is, in  words,
made one condition of obtaining thefe’ indul- - -
gences: but- this is eafily explained away, or
overlooked amongft the others joined with 'it, of -
faying fo many prayers, going to fo many procef-
fions, and payng fo much money, Nay, if their
own hiftorians are to be credited, the inhabitants
of whole cities at once, upon upon vifiting certain
‘churches, and paying a certain fum, have, before
now, been abfolved of all. their fins by the pope;,
with thele very words addedy Even though they had
not been contrite for themy nor confeffed them.  But
as the reformation was fiift brought on by the
enormities of indulgences, fo, fince the refor-
mation, they have, in many, places, both in this
and other refpedls, greatly moderated their prac-
tices, though they have never effe@ually’ di-
claimed their principles. And indeed, as angry
as they are with that happy event, they have

reat reafon to be thankful for it on account of
Ewcml changes for the better, which it has pre-
duced amonglt them; efpecially where part of
any country have been proteftants. For eifewhere
all their abufes are kept up. And for “one proof
of it, I Lave now in mry-cultody a plenary indul-
: gence,

=
-
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gence, granted for a fmall piece of gold, at Rome
this very year (w), to an abfolute flranger, for
himfelf; for his kindred to the third degree; and
to thirty perfons more; for whofe nanies a ‘proper
blank 1s left in the mflrument. So that had nat
the reformation: given them: fome theck; God
knows whether, by this time, Chiriflianity hatl
been difcaverable under the' changes and difguifis
»which the prevailing papt 6f them would have ©
deformed it with,  Confider but: to  what lengths
mmatters had -already gone, . in* this' one apticle of
the remiflion of fins. The neceflity of 'tonfeflion
puts the fecrets of every man’s heart and life into
the breaft of: the prieft, and the power of' ad-
‘mifting into heaven, or excluding’ from it, forced
the bigoted finner to do whatever fhould be ‘en-
joined him, " In how monftrous a+manner this
power was ufed, the hifiories of all nations dread-
tully fbew. And then to preferve it from' growing
-quite intolerable; - an artificé ‘was added, ' that
‘made it il more fatal. " It is toe well khown,
that mankind will do any thing rather than stheir
duty, and part with any' thing Yfoener than their
vices.” On the terms therefore of fubmitting ih
othier points, they were made ealy in this favourite
‘one.,  The ftriétcft rules of life, indeed, were
kaid down for fuch as  thought - themfelves bound
to be ftrict: but for thofe who defired to be other-
wife, fuperflitious obfervances were allowed  to
take place of real duties: idle penances to ftand
inftead of true repentance and reformation ; with-
out a-zeal for fuch follies as thele, the beft man
‘was reckoned to have but fmall hope of future
‘happinefs ; and with a zeal for the notions and
interefts of holy church; the worft man was eafily
(=e) 1745 :
fecured
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fecured from future mifery., Abfolution, if he
were but ever fo little forry for having been a
finner, would fet him clear at-once from hell;
and, and if he had but either time to perform a few
filly devotions and mortifications while he lived, .
or money to purchale a good many prayers for
him when he died; his confinement in  purgatory
muft foon be over: .and thus was the neceflity of
a holy life quite taken away, and the *gofpel ofg
Chrift aliogether made void.  Far be it from us
pf this church, to. affright you with fuch vain’
terrors, or deceive you “with fuch wvain hopes.
On the. cantrary, be offured, that —were all the
pricfts, on earth to refufe abfolving a true pen'tent,
at awould never hurt him and were they alf to
" foin in atfalying a man-that bath ot repented as
ithe  gofpel - reguires, it wuld do bim no' gosd.
-Be affured, that no equivalent in the world will,
be accepted inflead of drue swward piety, nor oll
the, good warks of all the faints .in  beaven, com=
penfate, in . the laff degreé, for the want  ef. gosid
uorks in_any one man on earth. Never be moved
then by the moft confident pretences of this kind,
but know, for a certainty, that whoever flies for
refuge from his fins, to thofe who will flatter him
with fuch wrctched expedients as thefe, inftead
;of mending bis condition by trufting to them,
only makes it worfe, and more delperate than it
-was before. The words of God in the cafe of
the' Ifraelites, are juit as applicable in this: Bes
«aufe ye have faid, awe have madea covenant with
deatk, and with hpell we are ! acreement; when the
overflowing feourge [hall pafs tireugh, it fhall not
come unlo sy fer wee have mide  lies our refuge, and
-under falfbood Fave we bid ourfelves: Therijcve thus
Jaith the Lord Ged—Xour coveuant with death fball
_ ) be
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e difannulled, and your agreement with bell: fhall not
Sand: when the sverflowing feourge fhall pafs through,
then (fhall ye'be trodden dezun by it. - Fudgment will -
I .I'a_}l 1o -tﬁe, lineg: -aﬁd—:ﬂlﬁ&f{ar{égﬁ:'tﬂ the:! i{n"wf?a‘q. 1
and_ the fail fball - fweep away the refuge of licsyand
the waters, [ball socrflow the bhiding=place (2)e .

> gl s

A8 Ukl CHAP. DR 2

S5 AR o Undtions +

o EVERAL: netions of the Roman Catholics
concerning the pardon of fin I'have mentioned
aud confuted ; but there @il remains one more te
be fpoken of j ‘their cufloem; whenr a fick perfoniis - -
near death; of anointing his eyes, and ears, and’
nofleils, and  mouth; 'and ._hmd’;,' - fometimes - alfo -
bis feet and reins, with oil confecrated by the -
bifhop, and praying; that in virtue of that anoint-
ing, the “fins that he hath committed, by the feves
ral organs of his body, may be forgiven him,
Thit'tht:y,‘tﬁﬁxm‘l}u‘ﬂ‘fw; or the facrament of
dying perfons ; and teach, that, befides forgivenefs
of fins, it gives compofure and firength of mind to
#o through the agonies of death. All this they
build wholly on the following paffage of St. Fasmes.
Is any fick among you? Let them call for the elders of
the churchy and let them pray over kim, ancinting him
with ¢il in the name of the iai‘d. And the prayer of
Jaith fboll fave the fick, and the Lord fball raife bim
upy and if be hath committed Sinsy they fball “be for-
- goenbim(a).  But alittle confideration will fhew
that what St. Fames ‘appoints is very different from -
what the “church: of Rome does. 'In thofe days
miraculous, gifis were common; that of healing

(u)lll'. xxviit. 15, 17, 18, v (a) James vy, :4,I15.
SN di‘eafes
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difeafes in particular: and the perfons who had
thefe gifts were.ufually the elders of the churches,
~whom the apoftic here dirells to be fent for.  And
as miracles, in condelcenfion to the genius of the
{}{M{.’ifb* people, to whem this  epiftle - is direéted,
were accompanied, for the moft purt, with fome
outward aét of ceremony, by the p:rformer of
them ; (a praftice which our Saviour himfelf often
complied with;) fo the ceremony, uled in healing the
fick by miracle, vz, ancinting them with oil, was™
one to which the Fews had: been accuftomed; oil
being a thing of which much ufe was made in the
eallern “countrigs, on many occafions (4). Accord-
it}§iy"—we read, that, when our Saviour fent out his
difaples, with a power from heaven ‘to cure dif-
eafes, though he prefcribed to them no particular
form for that purpofe, yet they adapted this; they
anointed with oil many that were [icky and bealtd
them (¢},  Now ~what the Hvangelift tells us they
did, 15 evidently the very thing which St. Fames
dire&s. the elders ~of .the church to do. And
therefore fince the anointing mentioned in the
gofpel was only a mere circumftance ufed -in- mira-
- «culous cures; that alfo mentioned in the epiftles

.can be nothing more. .Accordingly we find -St.
. Fames neither appoints any confecration of the
-0l nor afcribes any efficacy to it, as the papifts
dos but favs, The prayer of faith  [hall fave the fick.
Now if this means only-prayer offcred up in a ge-

(b) See Bleatlsy on the office fr the Sick.  And Grotius on
Mark vi, 13. fays the Fewws uled it when they prayed for the fick,
“to exprels their I{ope of obtalning from' God, io their behalf, that
joy and gladnefs ‘whicly oil fignides. ~Preferaative againt Popery,
Tit, 7. £ 0§ 4. p. 624 v : : %5

{c) Mark vi. 13, Tim council of Zrent had at firlt faid that ex-
treme unétian was infirated in this place, but afterwards changed
that word for injinuated.  F. Faul in Preferv. p. 94 '.l
; nera
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meral faith of God’s: providence, weufe it for the
fick, as well as they, and may hope for the fame
good effeét from it. But faith, in many places of
Scripture, fignifies = that fupernatural perfuafion
and feeling of a power to work miracles, which
in thofe days was frequent,  Thus St. Paul fays,
Though I kad all faithy, [o that I could remove moun-
tains (d), &c. And therefore the prayer of faith,
fince it is fo abfolutcly promifed here that it fhall
Jave the fick, probably means a prayer proceeding
from - this extraordinary perfuafion. and. impuife ;
fuch a one as, in the next verfe, we tranflate gn
eff:élual  fervent prayer, but fhould tranflate an
imwrought or infpired prayer. . And therefore un-
lefs, in the church of Reme, the prieft, as often as
he adminifters extreme unétion, adls and prays by
immediate infpiration, his prayers are not of the
fort St. Fames fpeaks of;, nor are they direéted to
the fame cnd.. The benefit. which he promifes
from the prayers that he .appoiuts, is the recovery
of health: The prayer of faith fhall [ave the fick, and
the Lord [ball raife him wp: whereas they of the
«<hurch of Rome never ue this ceremony with any
hu;f“»e_ of recovery, nor indecd, unlefs they happen
to miftake, till the perfon is quite palt recovery,
And, for this reafon - again, his anointing ™ and
theirs are quite different things.  For though: St. -
Fames does add; And,sf he have committed. fins, they
Jhall be forgiven hims yet the very doubt, implied
in the word jf, fhews, he is not {peaking of a fa~
crament inftituted .purpofely for the remiffion of
fins, as the church of Rome make their un&ion to
be. And indeed this 1elates to the very fame
thing with ‘his former words, For; as bodily
ficknefs and infirmity was frequently a punifhment

(d) Cor. wiil. 2, See alio Matt. xvii~ 20, John xiv. 12, 13
for
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for fm; (whcnce, to ‘mention’ no ctherprocis; St
Laul teWs the . Copinthiuns (e}, for this caufe wany are
weak and fickly ameng youy and many fleeps) fo, the
- very form of imiraculoufly healing & perfon of thefe
- infiremities, ufed by our Saviouwr is, Son, thy fins be
© . forgivan. thee (f): that is, the  illee’s infli¢ted on
thee for thy fihs is removed. Since therefore St.
James promifes forgivene(s of ‘fins in juft - a “ike
cafe, we’are ¢e‘rtﬂlnly to ynderftand him in. jutt-the
hka fenfe: wiz: that, if -the ficknefs of any perfon
prayed for were:the punifhment -of any i ; that
punifbment fhould be remitted, and his health
reftored. Now this forgivenefs of the temporal
punifhment. of fome particular fins, which is what
St. Fames promifes, -the'church of Rome dees not
promife. from this ceremony ; and the forgivenefs
of the future punifhment of ‘all.thofe fins, that the
fick - perfon '~ hath ever committed by his bodily
‘organs,: which St.~ Fames does not pramife, they
do.: Though indeed it is a little ‘hard to eonceive,
when all“a ‘man’s fins have been already forgiven;
(as they" fay they are, “by the *prieft’s abfolution )
how any of ‘them fhould want to be forgiven again
perhaps, by extreme unction, the moment after.
- But the truth is, they themf{-lves lay not near fo
much ftrefs on this' ceremony’s procuring :pardon
of fin, as its’ procuring compofure of mind, againft,
the terrors of death. Now moift evidently, this
expedation St. Fames hath not faid one word to
- «countenancet {o that his precept, which feems at
firft fight to be’ fome ground for their practice, and
s ‘the only ground ‘they- have, relates indeed to a
tqmﬁe _different thing, as one of their cardinals,
Ca_;efar; (g)» acknowledges. Though the counml

(o) 1 Cur. xi, 39. (f) Mat,ix 2. Seeallo jahn Y. 14

(g) Preferyative,  Tit. vil €. 2.§ 2. p.6o. ot
o
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“of Trent, Sefl. 14. hath thought proper fince to

curfe. all that fhail fay it... The anointing pre-
fcribed by St Fames therefore, being intirely of a
miraculous nature, was in all reafon to ceafe,
when miracles were no more, And accordingly
the primitive 'Chriftians, though they (peak more
than once of anointing with oil in miraculous
cures; vet, in common cafes, never mention it as

~a cultom, much lefs as one appointed in Scripture
for the full Goo years (). After that indeed,
~they came to ufe it upon all fick perfons in the

beginning of ficknefs, for a means of recovery, as

“the Greek church doth yet; til'l':ﬁndin‘g it of little

benefit in that way, the church of Rome, about the

“twelfth century, began to ufe it, in the extremity

of ficknefs, as a facrament of preparation for

“death: which if it were in reality, they are furely

much to blame for not giving it under the appre-
henfions of an app}bﬁclgng'jmiéﬂt.'Hea'_t'h 3 for in- |

ftance, before a malefadtor is executed; where it

“cannot but be as needful, as in the fears of a na-

tural one, Upon the whole, you fee our laying
afide a ceremony which hath long been jufelefs,

“and, by leading perfons into fuperftitious fancies,
_might be hurtful, can be no manner of lofs, whilft

“vifiting the fick: cu_ﬁce'rninigf ‘which, I.Lﬂi'éff',-:dn'?r'
A0

live in the time of their health, as to need the

every thing that continues truly valuable in St,
,J - . - e 4 -
Fames’s direQion, is preferved in our office for

add, that it is much to be withed, men would

leaft fpiritual afliftance that is poffible, in the time

“of their ficknefs: and that what they do need, they

~would a]l"gplply for early, when it might be of

iCenturyy fee ‘Breferw. p. 75,

2

great benefit to them, and not content themfelves
" (#) Concerning a paffage of Tnascest 1. in the beginning of the 5th

MR 2t  awith

|
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with calling in the minifler at laft for mere form's
-{ake, when he can do them little good, or none.

LHA P2
3 :'Prfzjf_ers in an unkaown Tpugue,

" M NOTHER point, in which we differ from
the church of Rome, is, that all their public
" prayers are in the Latin tongue, ours in our own,
‘This fure at leaft is no herefy, that, when we pray
“to God, we all know what ‘we fay. Our practice
juftifies itfelf. But how is theirs juftified? Rea-
fon and common fenfe plainly condemn it. An-
tiquity is no lefls againft' them : for every Chriftian
church originally had their own fetvice in their
own tongue. ‘T'bat of the weftern world was in
Latin, only becau'e Latin was their common lan-
* guage: and therefore, it fhould have been no-
longer in Latin, when that ceafed to be their com-
' “mon fapguage. And for Scripture, read but the
- xivth éfiap.‘bi‘"_t Corinthians, and fee what St. Paul
‘would have judged of this Rom/fh practice. Even
when there was a miraculous gift of tongues
~the church, and men prayed, or prophefied in
~ftrange languages by infpiration; even then he
“requires {uch perfons to keep filence, unlefs ane-
ther were ready to interpret publicly what they
fpoke : for fays he, Brethren except ye utter words
eafy to be underflood, how fball' it be known what is
~ [poken? for ye fball [peak into the atr. If Tknow not
" the meanink of the woice, I fhall be unto fim that [peak-
eth a Barbarian, and be'that [peaketh [ball be a Bar-
“hovign unto me. Fiw Jball be that dicapieth the room
O e unfearned fay amen, at thy giving of thanks, Jee= ©
“ing W underflandeth ust what thou ﬁyéﬂ_? I thank my
o Gogt”® [peak witd tongues mare than you all: yet in the
B churchy
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church, 1 ‘had vather [peak five words with my undér" "
[tanding, that--by. my voice [ might teach others alfoy
than ten' thoufund words in an unknown tongae. It

immediately follows, and very fitly to the prefent

purpofe :. Brethren, be nut children in underflanding :

howbeit in malice be ye childreny but in underflanding

be men. For never fure was greater childifhnefs,-
~than to be fatisfied with the mere outward fhotw:
- of prayers to God, perhaps without underftanding

one word of them, which is not praying at all; -
nor greater malice, that is, more wicked and cruel
cuniing, than 1o keep the. poor people in this-
darkncis, and plead for it with fuch unfair pre-
tences as they do. Some of them tell us very

gravely, that Lgtin, far from being an unknown
tongue, is the beft known of any in Europe.. And.
it it were; yetif this beft known tongue is not- .
withftanding .unknewn to ninety-nine perfons in

a bundred, why muft they all be confined to ity
and not have each their own prayers in their own.
tongue ? Why, that variety would be very. incon-
venient, they fay, to travellers, But whofe con- -
venience is moft to be confulted ? That of whele -
nations, or of a few perfons : that come amongft .
them occafionally? But vulgar tongues, they fay, -
are perpetually changing, and expreflions growing *
improper and unintelligible. I anfwer : our have
ing our Bible and Prayer-book, in the Vl'ﬂgar
tongue, undoubtedly prevents its changing near fo
falt as it would otherwife. But when it does
change, let them, where it is needful, be changed
to_it. . Kor which is worfe, to take this little
trauble of altering a few words and phrafes once
in, a hundred years, or- to let people go on for
ages- together, with' prayers and leflons, of which,
they underfland not one word? But they alledge
e ; Ga farther,
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farther, that fome of their prayers; indeed a great -
part of the mats, it would -be ulelefs to have faid
in their own language ; for' the-prieft is ordered to
{peak it fo low, that it cannot be heard  as'if one
fault” would excufe another, inftead of ‘making it
greater. But many .of their prayers, they lay,
may be underflood: for though fpoken in Latin,
there are printed tranflations of them in Bpclifp,
But f#ill, great part of them is not tranflavedy
“unlefs ‘it be by fome very medern indulgence (i)
and that which is, nothing but our making them:
afhamed of themlelves hath forced them to of late
in thefe parts of the world againft their will, “For’
we know that when, within this laft century, fome:
well-meaning bitheps of their - own/ church in:
Ffirance, had publifhed the mafs in ‘the vilgar:
tongue, for the people’s ufe ;' the then pope de-!
clared them fons of perdition to all the world, and’
condemned what they had ‘done, as if it were the'
averthrow of reli%i'on (). So that, for aught we
 know, the fame | bﬂ%‘ﬂkﬂn‘*ﬁﬂ may fall under’
the fame condemnation, when- a proper *time’
comes. Or were the contrary ever fo certain, il
putting their prayers into Euglifh for the people,
only fhews that they ought to be fpoken in Englifp
by ‘the prieft ¢ for his round-abont - away s evi-
dently a moft ablurd: one ; -that ‘he fhould ' be-
praying in one language, ‘and they following’ him
by guefs, as well as:theycan, in‘another. Befides,
muliitudesiof their poor people have never heard
of thefe tranflations, or at leaft, have them not
maltitudes moré are unable to read them : and all
- ifb eranflator of ithe order and canon of the mafs,
bath omitted maay of the ceremonies, particulurly above twenty:
eroffes, out of lels shan thirty, Tenifon onIdol p.g.
-~ (&) Tilletfon, Serm. 246,

th.efc
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and difficulty, and’ fulpicion, ‘the generality fels
flwm put themfelves to the trouble of it. So  that,
in.many parts of the world, there are great mul-
titudés of that wommunion, who perhaps have
never either read or ‘heard, in their own tongue, -
_ one chapter of the Bible intheir whole lives. Or
if any one does afk for leave, it is never granted;
where they dare refule it, excepting to fuch as
they ave well affured beforehand’ will fee nothing
there but what they are: bidden. So that ‘where
they have permiffion to read the Scripture, they
have _none. to underftand it.  Befides, that this
permiffion, even in thofe countries where they
are obliged to indulge it the moft freely, as in our
own, is but during pleafure, and may at any time
be taken away when it will ferve the turn better:
nor dare the--poor deluded people, upon pain of
damnation, help themfelves. And as to Pro-
teftant tranflations, having one is looked on as a
mark of herefy; for which, in this very nation,
poor creatures 'have been burnt, ‘and their Bibles
with- them. Which pra&ice now, think you, is-
the righter, theirs or ours? What authority ‘can
there be on earth to forbid any part of mankind
from reading what heaven hath revealed to them?
*Tis the law of our lives, the foundation of our
hopes; God hath given it to us, and man hath
no right to take it from us. But they tell us it
is from kindnefs they do it: for there 'is great
danger that the Scripture’ may be mifunderftood
and perverted; wnlearned and unflable men, (¢) St.
Peter -Eath declared, may wreft it to'their own deffrues
tion. Now this is -poffible indeed: and fo it is
poflible every thing may be applied to an ill pur~
pofe: ‘health, firength, food, liberty, common
e) 2 Pet, iii, 16,
gl day-
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d-ﬁ}ﬂl ilt: butis'thisa reafon for ’takmg &wa}- any'
of“{hefn? It is poflible that peifons may do them-
felves  harmh by “having (he “crlpmreﬁh but is it
not fomething moré than’ pofiible,” that they may
fuffer harm’ from thé want of them ; and Ze de-
[iroyed, ‘as the Prophet tells us, for lack of krioum
ledge (m)? Why do' not thefe perfons, wiio are fo
very cautious in ‘this cafe, fhew the fame caution
in "Edhe'rs, “which furely’ need it full as much ?
Why do they never reftrain a ?l body from 'image-
worfhip, for- fear of ‘their falling ‘into idolatry ?
Why do they never forbid the ufe of indulgences
for' fear of their being miflakeri ' for a licence 10
fin? Multitudes of queftions like thefe might be
with' equal ‘rezfon afked; and it is very ftrange,
methinks, -that :heg fhould be fufpicious of no-
thing dmng harm but the Bible, But after all, is
the dhngér fo ‘very great? Hath God Almighty
infpired men to write’ and’ 'ptlbllﬂf fo' exccedingly
um’afe a book; 4nd’ iﬁ ‘véry unfit to be read by the
genera]ity of thofe,’ for whom e intended ity
that had not the church of Rome, in their greﬂt. ;
':'i’ﬂom’, forﬁdden"ﬁérfom to Jook into ity with
out their leave, it might have done infinite harm,
and does not a “little fill? We cannot think fo.. .
Men were liable ‘to ‘make an ill ufe of things, to:
fali” into errors and herefies, in all ages, Yet
neither  the prophets under ‘the ‘IDH Teﬁament}
nor our Saviour and his apoflles in the times. of
the - New, ever hethdught ‘themfelves of. thls way’
for pfeventmg it; but recommiend and enjoin the
reading &Scr:pture in the {trongeft terms. Now
it is wonderful they ﬂmuld not be ‘as wife as thofe
who come after them. St Peter himfelf, who
mentions ‘this danger of men’s wrefling ihe S:r:fd

(m) Hof. e
duress
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can; and where they cannot, they pervert it by
falfe tranflations, o obfcure it by falfe glofles, and
make it of none efedl, by fetting up a pretended,
authority of interpreting it fo quite another thing'
than it evidently means. We, God be thanked
need. not thefe arts, and we q.fe them not. We,
permit, we befeech, we require you all te regd
the“Scnptdres ::I‘fhgehrl and“u’dge of their mean-,
ing’ !Im,Pf"t'ﬁfl % fé” with tl‘-em every

ng we teach ou, #1& b T‘p% ,nmhmg ‘bot what
;ﬁt'i i 61”3' reeable to them. We have no fear of’..
o

i 1011,eﬂ by the, food of -lifé, or'led
el’mr. ewb Rf"n’u;‘h. On ‘t‘h‘,%n:ont&'é‘ry, -
nﬂo iny furer w ay of ]'»rgfermgg men.
froni eftors, and t ﬁfé"’d’f‘ e church of Rome in
p"lmédl r,  than .Eh ‘St. Paul prefcribes.
Tmhr?ﬂ%l 'gé‘“’t r.d ‘f:‘ha pter, of his {ecpnd ep!ﬁf:ﬁ;

5’5??‘ .r-"’-ptrﬂ' s times fball
dﬂiz mc‘n ai)jb ucers ﬂ‘lkpd;‘.'é,"ugq}' e”fffﬁf

drm"ﬂ: and bein iﬁ eived, flj M{féﬁfli ;
rb’:;_'u in gﬂ' things which tﬁmf hafl Iear ned, and baftf
ﬂ‘c}n 4 uﬂd qf. knowing of whom ﬁjau baft Jearncd

them's an .t from a child: thou bafl knswn the boly
Seriptures, which are able to make thee w.fe unto fal-
wation, ‘rﬁr‘a' {b:rﬂd ich is fn Chri, Al
S’cr:ﬁure is given

able’ for. a’oﬁrme, Jor -repmqﬂ or corredlion, for in-
; ﬂfuﬂwn in ng-")h’mﬁ@(}, ﬁa‘f the man o
be pe :feﬂ, a‘&m’augb{v fuﬂz jbcd :m:e aff 5Md War&.r-

by rrg’ iration of Gm‘, and :{iraﬁr

I?IHJ
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more of moft weighty confideration in temporals,
- which they jealoufly maintain: their claim of pu-
-nifhing - whom they pleafe  to call heretics with
penalties, imprifonments, tortures, death; their
excommunicating - and , depofing kings; their for-
bidding divine worfhip through whole nations at
once; their annulling the moft facred promifes
and - engagements, ‘whea made  to the ‘prejudice
. of “their church: their drawing, by wicked arti-
~fices; the wealth of all countries to the f{upport of
their own ‘tyranny. But manyof thefe  things I
have fet in a proper light to youonother occafi-
~ons, and dwelling on all weuld be endlefs as well
as- unncceffary. Enough, I hope, hath been faid,
to fhew you which are :in.the'right: and that this
is the ‘true grace of God whereinyeé fland. For ob-
ferve, as the whole claim of the: church of Rome
depends upon her being in -all: points infallible : fo,
~if in any fingle point fhe proves ito be miftaken,
her pretence of being believed in the reft falls in-
tirely to the ground. 'But ‘indeed, though for your
fuller = fatisfaction I have confuted many of her
dotrines, yet any perfon may have fufficient fa-
tisfadtion of his ‘own being in the right way, with-
out fo much as knowing or having heard what any
one of her do&rines are. For let him but keep
~clofe to the creed and the Commandments; be-
- lieve, thofe thin s which Scripture hath made ne-
- ceflary to be bﬁie‘meﬂ_',_a-nd"-do;-th'ofé things which
~Scriptuce: hath made’ neceflary to be done; and
“he is under no manner of .obligation to enquire,
what any church on earth thinks fit to believe or
“do befides.  Many opinions may be true and ufe-
ful;, many practices may be innocent and edify-
ing ; buf nothing can be matter of neceflity, ex-
cept what Chrift and his apeltles have required as
%) - terms
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terms of falvation. . Every perfon, ‘that complies
with thefe, is al true Chriftian: every church; that
teaches thefé, is a true church:/and neither igno-
yance mor error about any other matters can for-
feit our title to- everlafting life. - Search then the
‘Scriptures and feer .is there any one thing made .
neceflary there which our church forbids? Is
there any one thing declared finful there which
-our church requires! If not, let other churches
“prohibit  or enjoin as they pleafe at their own
‘peril. - We are no way bound to enquire -what
-they  do; or ~why. < Letting - alone -their pecu-
liarities,  we: are fureis fafe. ~Whether making
.ufe of them be or not, is their bufinefs to con-
fider; mot eurs:. - So that were tranfubftantiation,
-for inftance; and purgarory true; were the waorlkip
_of images and praying ‘to faints lawful, which,
God knows, they dre far from being; yet as there
.is: no pretence ithat they are meceflary do&irines. and
-praflices, the miltake of rejeting - them: could
-have mo harm in it; ibut 'the wuncharitablenefs of
“eondemning and accurfing thole: who -!Ej'tﬁ' them
-may have great harm. For when: once Chrift hath
-faid; Believe and do fuch and fuch. things, and you
“firall be faved ; who isit that thall dare to fay, be-
‘Jieverandido more; or you fhall not be faved? It
is' dreadful arrogance, therefore, which the church
-of Reme thews in this refpeét; coining new arti-
: clesof faith, fome of which they own were not
" articles of - faich from the beginning, and fenten-
. cing mem to hell for not believirg what, before that
- fentence, - themfelves acknowledge no body was
-pound to believe. This, you fee, is changing the
- terms of ‘the Chriftian, covenant arbitrarily, and
making a new Gofpel at their own: pleafure. But
in oppofition to their decifions and anathemas, hear
Fiveiad ; _one

L
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one -of St. Puaul : Though an angel from beaven
preach any otkher Gofpel unto you than that which we
- the Apoftles of Chrift kave preached, It him be ac-
curfed. Truft then yourfelves on this” foot : for
other foundutions can no man lay, than that which
#s laid (o). Nor indeed did the primitive church,
for feveral hundreds of years, attempt it, or make
any doltrine neceflary, which we do not: as the
fearned well known from their writings; and the
uslearned may know from the moft ancient of
their creeds, which we now ufe in our conftant .
fervice. Afrerwards indeed ncedlefs additions firfk
crept in, then falfe ones: but, had they begun
ever fo much {ooner, our caule ‘had received no
prejudice. 7o ¢he law and to the teftimony, as the
prophet direéts, we appeal : if they [peak not accord-
ing to bis word, it is becaufe there -is no light in
thers (p). g

CHAP. XL
' {Gegergi P&q::gf the Papifis confuted,

Sufficient number of the doétrines of the Ro<

mdu:_zh bave been confidered, and what they
plead for them, examined. But befides the pleas
they make for each.in particular, they have others
for all in general. Should they, when they want
to make a convert, fairly propofe to him each of
their notions feparately, and give him proofs, firft
that it is true, and then that it obliges him to quit’
our communion for theirs; this they are fenfible
would be a hopelefs undertaking, And therefore
very wifely they are for fhorter work, and have
general arguments, it feems, to prove that, let

{s) 1 Cor. iii, 11, (p) I viii. Zos :
their
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e
their doftrines or ours be what they will, we muft
~be in the wrong, and they in the right,
~ One of thefe arguments is their infallibility,
Lut thefe I hope was fully confuted in my firft
difeourfe, and indeed in every one fince. For it
“is in vain for them to pretend they cannot be mii-
“taken, if it appear but-in any fingle inftance that
they are.. _ :
Another is, that .Proteflants, not being of the
- Roman Church, are not of the Catholic Church:
for the Catholic Church is but one, and out of it,
_there is no falvation. Now, we a_cknowlé_glge it s
“but one bedy under one head, Chrift Jefus; but
_then in this one body there are many members;
and why are not the churches of Greece, Afia, and
~Africa; why is not ours, as true a member of it
as theirs? . On what authority, if names were
“worth difputing about, do they ingrofs that of Ca-
tholic to themlelves? Do we not profefs the true
Catholic Faith, that faith which the Univerfal
Church received from the apoftles? We profefs it
much purer than they. Are the facraments more
duly adminiftred by them than by us? Far from
it : For, of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper,
~“one half they have taken away from the laity: and
concerning the other half, they taught the moft
" monftrous abfurdities, and built on' them the moft
* thocking idolatry, Then, for that of baptifm, we
~ adminifter it with water alone; juft as Chrift ap-
pointed, whereas they have added oil, falt, fpittle,
and ‘I know not what, as if it were on purpofe to
make it as unlike his inftitution as they can. Ts
“then the appointment or ordination of their clergy
“ more valid, or more regular than ours? On no ac-
count whatever. For if they brought down the
“fucce@on uninterrunted to the reformation, we
: have
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have certainly preferved it uninterrupted fincesg
which now ' they may be ‘athamed to deny, fince &
learned man of their own communion hath fully
proved it. And confequently, for them, who are
but 2 very unfound part of the Catholic Church,
to call themfelves the whole of it, Is quite as ab-
furd, as for a difeafed limb (though perhaps the
larger for being difeafed) to be called the whole
body. But they will fay, we feparated, and fo cut
off ourfelves from the éatholfc Church, at the Re-
formation. I anfwer, we did not. We only caft
out, as was our duty, the errors that had crept in:
and we did it by the lawful authority of our fupe-
riors, both ecclefiaflical and civil. ~ Upon which,
the church of Rome, inftead of imitating our good
example, commanded all they could influence, to
“quit our communion. *T'is they then who made
the feparation, and ’tis they that continue it. We
are ready ftill to join in communion with them,
upon the Terms of the Gofpel: and they refufe to
join with ws, but upon terms of their own devi~
fing. Now when two Churches break communion
with one another; though it is always a fault, yet
it does not always follow, that cither of them is
thereby broken off from the Catholic Church, any
more than it follows, that when two men break
off acquaintance, one ‘of them is broken off from'
the civil fociety to which they belong.  But when
one church fhall excommunicate another, merely
becaufe the governors of that other made fuch al-
terations in it as Scripture warrants, and becaufe
the people complied with thofe alterations, fuch an
inftance of prefumption and uncharitablenefs is
much more likely to cut off thofe that ufe it from
the church of Chrift, than thofe againft whom it is’
ufed.  But fuppofing we had even aled withluut&
: H:2 R4 & * gy
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and feparated from, our church governors, as our
Proteftant brethren abroad were forced to do: was
there not a caufe? When the word of God was
‘hidden from men, and his worfhip performed in
an unknown tongue; when pernicious falfhoods
were required to be profgﬁ'gd, and finful terms of
communion. to be complied with; when church- -
‘authority, by fupporting fuch things as thefe, be-
came inconfiftent with the ends for which: it was

cﬂ:_algli_ﬁned; what remedy was there but to throw
it off, and form new eflablihments? If in thefe

there were any irre u‘Tﬁri-ti.;.';a_, phgg:_'we;;e_ihe faults

of thofe who ﬁ:-rc;f men into them; and are of
no confequence in comparifon with the reafon that

made a change necellary. For were a man to fe-.
parate himfelf from every church he knows oa,
earth, in order to obey the laws of Chrift, he would,
tlill be a moft valuable member of that general: af«:
ﬁmﬁ@ and church of the Firfl-bortty that are written:
in heaven (@), For what communion batiy 1ight: ?Wj
darkncfs —And what agreement. bath the tempe of
Gad w:tﬁ-tgf&}—fyéﬁéﬁm%u out from ameng
them and be ye ]iﬁamr&,' faith the Lord, and b will

receive youy and will be a fatber unto you, and ye [belb,
be my fons. and daugbiers, faith the Lard Almighty (b)s
- But’iis an article of faith, they tell us, that the.
church of Reme is the mother and miftrefs of alt,
churches, and therefore to caft off her authority,.
can never be lawful. We anfwer, tire mother of
all churches fhe. certainly is not.  For in Ferufolem.
was the fislt Chrifian fociety, and from thence
were derived many others, more ancient than that
of Rome. Nor was that church the mother of the.-
ri.riﬂv- chusches, nor of all. the Englifh. _Bi;_t‘_.1 had
the firlt perfons: that founded. the Gb_ el here been

(oj Heb, :;1; 23 {3} 2 CoF, vi. 15, 16, -I;, 18, E __
- fent
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fent from Rome, that had given them no manner of
authority over us,  Whence is fhe then the miftrefs?
Why, St. Peter was head of the church, and the -
bithops of Reme are his fucceflors, But the Scrip-
ture tells us, Chrif? is head of the church (¢}, and tells
‘us of no other. We own it was faid to St. Peter,
Upon this rock wid I build my church (d). But this
rock, for aught they can ever prove, might be,
not St. Perer’s perfon, but his confeflion made
immediately before: that Fefius was the Chrift.  Or,
if the church was to be built on St. Perr, yet
not on him alone, but upon the forsidation of all tie
Apoftles and Prophets, as St. Paul teaches exprefsly
(e). And accordingly, ‘the wall of the new Ferufa-
lem, or church of God, is fuid fo Aave twelve founda-
“tionsy on which were #/he names of the twelve apofilés
of the Lamb (f). To Si. Peter indeed it was
“promifed, #hat the keys of the kingdom of heaven
“fhould be given him, and that whatcver be bountd
or loofed ‘on earth, f(bould be biund or loofed in hed-
ven (g). But this very fame, and other as great
“things, are faid to all the apoftles equally (%)
+8t. Peter was appointed by Chrift fo feed bis
fheep (i) : but fo furely was every one of them.
The firft rank therefore he might have among the
apoflles ; but authority over them nof the leait,
On the contrary, St. Paul tells us, that Ze awith-
“ferod St. Feter to the face, hecaufe he was 1o be
blamed (k), and fays of himfelf, in two different,
“places, that he was nothing bebind, net a vkt
behind, the wery chiefeft apgfles (I). But had St
e g B :

(¢) Ephe i 22, iv. 18, (4) Matt. xvi. 18,
(¢} Eph. it 20, i {f) Rey, xxi. 14,
(£) Matt, xvi, 194 '
(&) Matt. xviii, 18, John xx 23,

: Ezi John xxi.e5, 16, 17,

“Gal, ib 1, W) % Cor. 11 5. Xii, 11, |

e e T FPeter
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Peter poflefled ever fo much authority, what is
that to the church of Rome? Why; St. Peter was
bithop of Rome. But even this is what they can
never prove, nor is it probable. Or if he was,
perhaps it was only of the Fewif Chriflians at
ome. For St. Paul tells us, the Gofpel of the un-
eivcumcifion was committed to him, and that of the
¢ircumeifion to Feter (m); and the Fewifh church
there is extiné&. Or if bifhop of all Rome, he was
bifhop, they fay, alfo of Antioch; and why muft their
church inherit his authority more than that church?®
But why indeed muft it be inherited at all? [t W3as
siveri perfonally to St Peter as an apoftle: what
ﬁﬁd others te do with it who were no apoflles,
though they did fucceed him as bifhops? All pre-
eéminence og one church above another was nothing
originally, but an inftitution of men for cenve-
- mience and order. Rome being the chief city in the
world, it was natural to look on the bithop: of Rome
as. the chief bifhop. And precedence being thus
allowed them; by time and opportunity, and
arts that were often very wicked ones, they im-
_proved it into a .claim of authority: 1o which,
though not near the whole- church ever fubmitted,
yet at length a great part did. ‘Then to the prero-
gative, of which they had thus by degrees got pof--
%;ﬂ'ion, they began: to pretend Chrift himfelf had
originally given them a right. And having ma-
naged fo well, that part of the world believed them,
and part durft not centradi& them; they took on
them the title of univerfal bifhops, which ope of
themfelves not ‘long before had declared, avheever
fhould take,. was the forerunner of antighrift.’ And .
then under this they claimed all power over the
fouls, bedies, and fortunes of men; and exerciled
it with all poflible infolence, sapacioufnefs, cruelty
and impiety. e
g (Y Gal, ii, 7, .
o : Now

HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com



s —— e - o . e ——

of :,&c-*CHUH_CHf ¢f Rome. & 79

- ‘Now what could-there be done when fuch a power
was thus acquired, and thus exercifed, but to throw
it off, and affert that liberty to which we had an
undoubted right? For as (0 any.feheme of com-
ing to terms, never did the church of Rome recede
from any one pretenfion fhe ever made, The ex-
ercife of authority fhe hath omitted indeed, when-
ever fhe durft not exercife.it: but all her claims
fhe hath conftantly kept up, and excommunicates
yearly to. this day every prince in. Chriffamiom that
Ahall refufe obedience to any conflitution of the
pope’s whatever. It is true, even the papifh. princes
at prefent regard not this excommunication, and
dhe knows not how to make them regard it. But
were once the Protefiants reunited to that church
on. the terms of allowing her ary fuperiority : who
knows how foon a power, that had once rifen from
nothing to that formidable height which it had
-attained, may rife again to be as formidable as ever.?
Another of their pleas is this: That which was the
ancient religion and church muft be the true ope,
Now where was your church, fay they, before
Henry the VHIth? * Where was your religioy be.
fore Luther 2 We anfwer, our church was before
that time juft where it is now. Only then it was
corrupted with many finful errors, from which iz
is now reformed,  Suill *tis the fame church ity
_before: juft as a man _formerly addifted to ma
vices, and affliéted with many diftempers, continne
the fame man, after he hath™ forfaken the one,. ndy
recovered from: the other; and it would be very |
ftrange to make his alteraiion for the better an ob- |
je&ion againft him, And for our religion: where
was that before Lutber ? Why, wherever Chrifti-
~anity was. Did Luther invent the Creed, the Ten
Commandments, the two Sacraments ? Thele are’
the things in which our rseligion confifts: and
- -theirs
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theirs confifts in the fame. Only they have added
by degrees, a number of needlefs, falfe, and wicked
things to them, which we have caft off again. Our
religion therefore is 1he ancient Chriftianity, pro-
fefled from the days'of the apoftles. But where
‘was their religion in thofe days, I mean the doc-
trines in ‘which they differ from us? All of them,
hundreds of years later; many of them a thoufand;
fome of them eftablifhed no longer ago than the
council of Trent, which is fince the time of Lu-
‘ther. For then, and ot before, was it, that they
flled up the mealure of their iniquities, which had
long ‘been growing;'equal'lrd their own traditions
‘to the Word of God, and added a new creed to the
old one. Our rejeding  their additional doctrines,
we own, i$ new; and no wounder: for the doc-
tripes themfelves are new. Some of them indeed
‘yeigned much too ldn%: had they been rejeéted
fooner, it had been the better: but better late than
~pever. Still, our denying thefe is no ‘more part
-of our religion, properly fpeaking, than our denying
“Malymetanifm, or the idolairy of the Chincfe, is
~part of our religion. Were it not for thgr prefi-
“3ng them uynon wus, our people fhould never hear
‘them mentioned. We take no pleafure in expofing
tieir abfurdities, but are heartily grieved at them:
‘snd have much better employment for our hearers
than thefe controverfies, did not their reftlefs en-
* degvours to pervert men, make it fometimes ne-
._"'f_-ﬂ'ary' s TR TP 1
" But this plea of their church being the moft an-
- eient, they fométimes put in a different form: and
“tell us, that either the Romifh church eftablifhed
here before the Reformation was the true chiarch,
or it was not. If it was, why do we proteft
“againft it? 1f it was not, how can ours be a trie
church, which is derived from it? ' The anfweris
s - wery
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very plain. In one refpe&, as their church pro-
fefled the fundamentals of Chriftianity, it was, and
is a true church: and fo far ours is derived from
‘it. In another refpe®, as it obfcured and contra-
difted them by unjuftifiable do&lrines and praétices,
it 'was not a true church; and fo far we proteft
agdinft it.' Their truths we have preferved : their
~errors we have reje€ted. In onefenfe we are the
fame church with them ftill: in the other we are
not'the fame, but a:much better. 3 sk
. Arother way which they have of arguing agaipft'
the Reformation, is afperfing the charatters of thoft’
who were engaged init, and afcribing bad rotives
to them, Now as to this: if the'mnin thing dore
was right, as it plainly was, what fort of inftru-
ments God ‘employed in ity or what their perfonal’
inducements ‘'were; is of no confequerce to us itf
the leaft. - Febu 'was an infirument of God'in de-’
firoying Baal- dut, of Ifrael;’ and executing venge:
“ance on the Houle of Akb; ‘yet'very wicked in_fome
- vefpellsi(n) 8o was Hemry the VITTth commendahle’
i deftroying the fipremacy of the pope;, yet highly
blameable in othier things.  The greateft part of
the reformers were very good 'mern, and afted from
the beft of motives, Some of (hem had doubrlefs
Eva_:‘f«ults,ran&might_ a& from bad motives. Nay, -
chi as” meant very well, might, in particular
things, do very ill. "For what conffantly happencd
i all ether cafes, ro wonder if it” happened’ in this.
However, the moft blameable were not near fo bad;
as themalice of their adverfaries reprefents them :
and had they been much worfe, yet they could
fearce poffibly be fo bad as fome of thofe princes,
and even of thofe popes were, who built up the an-
tichriftian power, which thefe men demolifhed.

(#) 2 Kings % 28s-11, E
But
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But whatever becomes of this comiparifon, fhll.
upon the whole, theirs is the church, they tell us,
in which the moft numerous and hrtghreﬂ inftances
of devotion, felf-denial, and good werks, have fthone:
forth, as the many hiftories of their faints fully
prove : ours is a low, carnal religion; moft of cur
people are very bad, few or nene ot_ them eminent'y
good: and that muﬁ be the beit church, which
makes the beft men, Now the truth is, thefe mag-
nified inftances of piety of theirs, are moft of them:
inftances ofily of mere fuperft::wn, or blind zeal:
and the faints which they have canonized, were,
many of them, very weak, and fome of them, yery
wicked perfons, whofe lives are pompoufly drefled
up in legends and fables, to amule and miflead the
ignorant. We, for our parts, leave them to make
a noife with fanciful ways of being religious ; and
‘doubt not, but we pleafe God much better by per-
forming quietly the real duties of life, Aml,.
though we acknowledge and lament that a failure.
in thefe is too general amongft us, yet we muft re-
mind then, when they infult us upon this, that there.
i5 no where on earth morc vile and more open wick=:
ednefs, than where Popery reigns -without controul..

If, when they live under Proteflant governments,
~ they live in a more Chriftian manner, we are
heartily glad of it. But flill we hepe, even here
the lives of our people are not werfe than theirs :
and we are fure it is not the fault of our religmn, if
they are not much better.

But they tell us, howe'.'er thefe things mz-} be,
yet their communion is undoubtedly the fafer of
the two. For they fay we cannot be faved, and we_
own they may be faved: and that church is plainly
the fafer, in which both fides acknowledge falva-
tion is to be had. But confider: docs their faying
we are not fafe, make us ever the lels fo in reaht)];'-’

The
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+'The queftion is; Upon what greunds do they fay
.it? Why, .upon none ‘at all; as I have fkewn you,
+And therefore allthey can prove by faying 'it, is
~their own confidence, of which thefe peifons have
ygenerally the moft, 'whé have the leaft reafon forit:
sand their own uncharitablenefs, for which, if we
-at'all underftand Chriftianity, no fide ‘will ever be
-the fafer. Well: but we do not deny; that they
may be faved. No more do I or they deny, but
~evena virtuous heathen :may have fome degree of
happinefs in another lifz, guppofe'then he fhould
“take it into his head to deny that a Chriftian could,
muft 1 turn beathen to be of the fafer fide ? You
fee it <is juft the fame cafe, But after all, do we
lay it down as a rule without exception, that all
Papifts may be faved? We dare not fay fo.. Some of
+ them go much more unjuftifiable lengths than others:
- the ill things that many of them do, they do in ig-
-morance : this, we hope, will be an excufe for them
~in:a great meafure.  Yet, even for the moft ig-
-morant, their falvation is grievoufly hazardous,
camidft fo many corruptions, which one fhould think
< even they might perceive to be fuch, and fo many
i temptations to negle& that belinefs, without whick
a0 man fball fee the Lord (). ~The condition of the
. learned amongft them, who, when the light ‘is be-
. fore their eyes, continue in darknefs and keep others
-dnvit, s flill more dangerous. - But 'in ‘the worft
{tate of all are they, who being born: children of
~adighty return to darknels again; and fin ‘wilfully
- after they have been bred up amongft us in the
knowledge of the truth. Yet even among thefe
there are very different degrees of guilt.  Such whefe
good meaning hath been mifled by plaufible arti-
fices, we would ftill hope well of: though doubt-
lefs they muft have been finfully negligent of in-

(v) Heb, xii, 14,
forminz
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forming themlelves concerning the grounds of their
firft belief ; elfe they had never left it, A fecond
fort, whodepart from what, in their confciences,
they believe is the truth, merely becaufe a prefurmp-
tuous man tells them they cannot be faved if they
adhere to it, thele are much more blameworthy than
the former. But for fuch as, either from the love
of worldly interet, or the wretched hope of recon-
ciling fin and falvation together, turn afide from
~the way of righteoufne(s, and forfake that pure and
+ holy Communion, which the goed providence of
od had placed them in; as to fuch we cannot
Judge favourably, and we will not judge hardly ;.
dhere is ope that judgelh (p); avho avill alfo render to
wevery maaceording to Ais deeds (g): but indeed we
can fee no promife of their finding mercy in that day.
Suffer not yourfelves then to.be moved cither by
~wain threatenings or falfe promifes, nor ever: think
to be fafe im any other way, than that of firft en-
_aquising carefully, what your duty is; and then
keeping clofe to the praftice of it. Be aflured it:is
Aafe to worthip God, through Jefus Chrift, and let
all other worfhip alone ; fafe to reccive the holy
Communion as our Lord himfelf gave it, to pray in
a language you all undenftand, and make that holy
word awkich was awritien for your learning (r), the
foundation and rule ef of your faith, your practice,
~and your ‘hopes. Fear not but you' are fafe in do-
Jing thus; whether Romanifls be fafe in doing other-
‘wifeor not. God grant they may! but God for-
bid that any of us fhould try. o gine

®» .I.Uhn'._ﬁii.. 5% {g) Rom. i, i {r} i{om, XV ds
CHAP.
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"N the firft place, ‘let none of their bad dﬁ&ti,ﬂﬂ?;-
_or practices ever tempt you in the feaft to any
hard treatment of them, any incivility or fecrélg_,' :
ill-will towards them. ' Juftice and mercy, equity’
and _charity, “are main parts of religion: and a-
failure in thefe is one of the worft herefies into which®
we can fall.  'We know the"chli;phf'qt*".@émé hath
failed in them_greatly; our anceftors have felt their’
cruelty ; our Proteftan E’retl:_ﬂ"en' abroad groan un-
der it at this day, and“may God preferve us and
uur'pﬂﬁerit}v.frqrﬂ the danger of it! for never had'
they mercy long when they kad power.  Careful
felf-defence againft fuch a fpirit mult be allowed’
us: but, as to any thing farther, in thofe things
for which we' blame them, Jet us not be like them..
The fevere laws we have in force againft them were
not enafted for their religious opinions; but for’
© their refufing to own, and promife due obedience’
to the government under which they live: and,
they have long experienced, that nothing but abfo-
luie neceflity will ever oblige our fuperiors to put
any of thefe laws into execution. Let us therefore,
fhew in our private capacities the fame good tem-,
per. As men, they have a title to all humanity:
as Chriftians, though miltaken, they have a yet ftrong-.
er-claim to our forbearance and tendernels. ‘Their’
doltrines indeed are dangerous ; their praices have
been dreadful: but this, in a great meafure, hath
arifen from ignorance, and a4 zeal of Gud, though,
not according to knowledge (). Numbers of them,
without doubt, inwardly difapprove religious cruel-
ties, and think at leaft they could never be brought
to'j0in in them. However this may be, (which

(1) Rom'.: X % : 1 God:
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God forbid fhould ever come to be tried) yet in the
mean time nothing hinders but as-in religion they
may to the beft of their judgment be fincerely pious,
fo in common life they may be juft and honeft,
- friendly and neighbourly.” Let us therefore, with
much better-natured principles, be fure not to ap-
pear worfe-natured perfons; but recommend our
profeffon to all the world by that wifdom which is
Jrom abeve, firf} pure, then peaceable, gentle and eafy.
Ao be intreated, full of mercy and good frusts (1).
In the next place, let nothing which hath been
faid make thofe, who are not fome way called to ity
over forward to difpute aboyt thefe matters with
perfons of more learning and art than ‘themfelves.
For a man may have very good reafons on his fide,
and yet be fo little qualified to fet them in the beft
- light, that an excellent caufe may be hurt by want
of {kill in managing it. What I have endeavoured
is only that you may be able, as St. Peter direéts,
%o give an anfwer to them that afk you a reafen of the
Aope that isin you (). In doing which, remember
you are concerned only to be on the defenfive.
They are to prove, if they can, that every one of
their doélrines is not only true, but an article of
faith, and every one of their pra&tices not only
lawful, but neceffary. ‘Till they have done all
this, you have no reafon to change: and when
they have done it, we allow you to change. But
obferve one thing: if you hear them deny any
of the points with which they have been charged,
do not be flaggered at it. Would to God they
were not guilty of them! They would be more in
the right, and we thould be neverthelefs fo. But
-do not think a charge unjufl, becaufe they confi-
dently fayit is, ‘The more ignorant of them here,
dmong us, perhapsy, do not know the worlt. part
of their do&rines: and the more learned will not
) Jamesdiho1zn (@) 8 Pet il ss,
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own 'them, till they are forced. Thele conceal-
ments are no new things with them, 'In fome
countries many of their miflionaries have concealed
a great part of the Chriftianity they pretended to
teach, and: allowed heathenifm (o be blended 'with
it, in order to make converts, fuch as they are, the
more eafily. No wonder then if here they veil over
their corruptions with a fair mafk, which if we do
not pull off, they will not throw off, till the pro-
per time comes, . - - - '
Another thing is, If ever you fhould be preffed
with any of their arguments which I have men-
tioned, and not perhaps remember the anfwer to it,
ftill remember you have feen it anfwered. Or if
any other argument fhould be ufed, te which you
cannot of yourfelves reply; confult thofe that can:
tell us your difficulties in time; be affured fuch as
would keep you from this do not mean honeftly ;
give us but a fair hearing before you determine to
Jeave us, and we doubt not your flaying with us.
kven if any of you fhould be unhappily brought to
think favourably of fome of their doétrines, remem-
ber ftill how monftrous others of them are: and yet,
if you do not fwallow all, you have done nothing.
We allow pcrfons to have very different opinions
from us in fome points, ard fuffer them to continue
among us as very good Chriltians notwithftanding:
but their church makes no abatement: their very
groficit errors mult be profeficd, or you are nonevof
them. Think well then what you do: and, as 1
ance advifed before, never ler fubtlety and fophiftry,
‘whether you know exaélly how to anfwcr it or not,
prevail againft Scriprure and reafon; but ever flick
to the plain word of Geod, and plain common fenfe.
One direétion more 1 have of the ntmoft import-
ance; which is, if ever we would fecure ourfelves
to good purpofe againft the dangers of falfe religion,
let us carefully promote the profeflion and prat’iiit;_
2 iR A :

-
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of the true, If perfons are bred up in no knowledge
ofy and no zeal for, the principles of their own
church, no wonder that they are eafily carried roff;
and feduced into another. If they are encouraged:
to live without regard to God, many of them how~ -
ever will be afraid to die fo' too; and ‘then that
communion which makes the largeft promifes of
forgivenefs on the eafieft terms will be almoft fure
to be embraced by them. Men, wife in their own
imaginations, think they are fure to root out fuper=
ftition, if 'they plant infidelity. But mankind muft
and will -have fome religion; and if they forfake 2
ood one, fooner or later the uncomfortablenefs iof
unbelief, ‘and the.terrors of conicience after a wicked
life, will drive moft “of them ‘to a worfe. ' Befides,
whillt we are: divided -aud negligent about thefe

% matters, the emiffaries of the church of Rume ares

united and alive, and never with more fanguine
hopes, that ‘when they can pledd: experience, that
the liberty allowed: by the protefiant religion leads
men of courfe to throw off all ‘feligion. ' "Thele are
plain reafons for a public regard to piety and wir=:,
tue: and there are yet more jmportant ones for 4%
private confcientious prallice of them: for that,
‘after all, is the only thing that will eftablith us in
the truth, fill our hearts with peace and comfort in:
this life, and give us everlafieg happinels in the-
next. If then you have any concein either for the
honour of that church to ,which you belong, for
the welfare of your country, or the falvaiion of
your fouls, /et your converfation be as becometh the gof~
pel of Chrift (w). Pity and pray for them who are
in errory that God would give them repentance to the
ackuowledging of the truth (%), and building up your-.
Jelves; as St. Fude exhorts, on your muft boly fuith,
keep yourfelves in the love of Gody. looking for the mercy:
of aur Lord Jefus Chrift unto eternal life (y.) _

(%) Ph'ii[' i :.'7.._ (x) 2 Tim.ii. 25: = (y) Jude, ver. 20, 22, -
: F 1 N:I 8.

HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com



HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com




See the many companion volumes under
Protestant Books & Martyrologies online at
www.hailandfire.com:

“A Treatise on the Pope’s Supremacy” (1670 Edition)
by Isaac Barrow (1630 - 1677)

“An Apology for Lollard Doctrines, from 14th Century
MSS preserved at Trinity College, Dublin” (1842 Edition)
by attributed to John Wycliffe

“The New Ways of Salvation and Service which usually
tempt men to Rome, and detain them there, Truly
Represented, and Refuted. Together with, A Brief Account
of R.F. his Missale Vindicatum or Vindication of the
Roman Mass,” (1674 Edition)
by Daniel Brevint (French Huguenot, Dean of Lincoln)

“The History of the Waldenses, Commonly called in
England Lollards” (1624 Edition)
by Jean Paul Perrin

“An Apology or Answer in Defense of the Church of
England, with A Brief and Plain Declaration of the True
Religion Professed and Used in the Same,” (1888 Edition)

by John Jewel (Bishop of Salisbury)

“An Answer to Sir Thomas More’s Dialogue” (Originally
published 1531; 1850 Edition)
by William Tyndale (Martyr 1536)

“Miscellaneous Tracts including A View of the Inquisition
of Portugal” (1709 Edition)
by Michael Geddes (Doctor of Laws)



