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PREFACE
to the Protestant Reprint of

“Select Practical Writings Sermons and commentary on
Galatians, Hebrews, Ephesians, Philippians, etc. and a
Vindication of the Protestant Doctrine of Justification,
Its Preachers and Professors, from the Unjust Charge of
Antinomianism,” by Robert Traill

by Hail & Fire
PROTESTANT SERMONS & EXHORTATIONS

In this age of ecumenism, when the lines have been
blurred between the two major denominations and the
world itself speaks of the Pope as head of all Christians,
we join with so many to call to remembrance the truth
of the Gospel and of those who, in times past, both
well-known and unknown, answered a good answer
for a pure and Gospel faith against the traditions of
men. The intention of Hail & Fire is to make available
Gospel and Reformed Theology in the works, sermons,
exhortations, prayers, and apologetics of those who
have maintained the Gospel and expounded upon the
Scripture as the Eternal Word of God and the sole
authority in Christian doctrine.
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x TRAILL AND HIS WRITINGS. 4
twenty-one sermons on Hebrews x. 23 ; another series,
consisting of eleven sermons, on 1 Peter i. 1-4; and
six sermons on Galatians ii. 21.

Of the value of Traill's writings it would now be
superfluous to speak ; that has been equally confirmed
by his cotemporaries, and by each succeeding gene-
ration. It is also worthy of remark, that this high
estimation has not been confined to any partieular
church or party, strong though his Preshyterian prin-
ciples were, and unflinchingly though they were
avowed and advocated. All Christians have united
here in acknowledging the presence of Christian ex-
cellence. They have recognised the vigour of his in-
tellect, the conclusiveness of his reasoning, the clear-
ness of his ideas, and the pure, simple, and nervous
style in which they are embodied ; and, better still,—
they have appreciated the zeal, the sincerity, and fer-
vent piety with which his writings are pervaded.

It was the original design of the Committee of
the Cheap Publication Society, that this volume
should wholly consist of selections from Traill’s ser-
mons already published. But in consequence of a
suggestion in the memoirs which have been written
of him, that many of his writings, still unpublished,
might be in the possession of his descendants, an ap- -
plication on the subject was made to them ; and the
promptitude and kindness with which it was met and
answered, cannot be too gratefully felt or warmly
acknowledged. The time-honoured MSS. of their
distinguished ancestor,—those heir-looms so highly
prized by a family, and often so selfishly withheld,
~ or so grudgingly given to the world,—were imme-
diately forwarded, and frankly placed at the discre-
tion of the Committee. In this way they have to
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acknowledge avolume from the Rev.David Trail, D.D.
Panbride, containing a copy in writing of Traill’s
Letter to his Children ; a volume of sermons in MS.

from Robert Trail, Esq., Montrose, and also some

‘valuable biographical notices of the author, of which
we have availed ourselves in this brief sketch; and
another volume from William Trail, Esq., Bally-
lough, Ireland. From these a rich selection, not of
entire sermons, but of subjects and paragraphs, could
have been made, which would have formed a valu-
able appendix to our publication. But a fourth vo-
lume, in the possession of Anthony Trail, Esq., W.S,,
Edinburgh, and which he placed in the kindest man-
ner at our disposal, has ehabled us to give, not mere
extracts, but entire and finished sermons. This MS.
collection, to which we at present refer, contains the
first sermons which Traill preached in London, and
which he wrote at length, and with great care, in-
tending probably to continue this practice, until the
frequent demands upon his increasing usefulness and
popularity, and his facility as an extemporaneous
speaker, soon obliged him to satisfy himself with
copious notes and illustrations. From this valuable
source have been extracted the sermon on Hebrews
xii. 29 ; that on Isaiah Ixiii. 16 ; the three sermons
on Matthew vii. 13, 14 ; the sermon on Ephesians
iii, 8 ; that on Philippians ii. 12, 13; on Corinthians
ii. 10 ; and two sermons on Hebrews vi. 4, 5, 6,—in
all, ten discourses, constituting nearly the half (and,
we trust, not the least acceptable part) of the pre-

sent work, and which are now for the first time

giveu to the world.
While we thus express our gratitude to those by
whom our publication has been so signally benefited,
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14 SERMON I.

that the works of the law were to be added to their
faith in Christ, in order to their justification.

I shall only take notice briefly of a few of his argu-
ments against this error, as they lie in the context,
to lead you to the words that I have read, and
mean to speak to.

The former part of the chapter is historical, tell-
ing them what he had done, and what had befallen
him some years ago; how he was entertained and re-
ceived by the great servants of Christ at Jerusalem,
Peter, James, and John, that seemed to be pillars,
and were indeed so: see the first ten verses. The
next thing that he breaks forth into, in point of argu-
ing with them, is upon the account of Peter’s dissimu-
lation, and Paul’s reproof of him. The point seemed
to be very small : Peter had made use of his Christian
liberty in free converse with the believing Gentiles;
but when some of the brethren of the Jews came from
Jerusalem, he withdrew himself, and separated from
them, fearing them of the circumecision; fearing
that they would take it ill: a weak kind of fear it
was, and upon this small thing the apostle set him-
self against him with great zeal. *Iwithstood him,”
saith he, “ to the face, because ‘he was to be blamed,”
(ver.11). By this withdrawing the use of his Christian
liberty, he hardened the Jews, and he weakened the
hands of the weaker Jewish converts, that thought
the wall of partition between the Jews and Gentiles
was not yet taken away.

1st, His first argument against mmglmg the works
of the law with faith in justification, is taken from
the practice of the believing Jews. What way did
they take to be justified? “We who are Jews by
nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, knowing that
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16 - SERMON I

Christ liveth in me: and the life which T now live in
the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave himself for me.” Words of ex-
traordinary form, but of more extraordinary matter :
words that one would think seem to be some way
cross to one another: but yet they set forth glo-
riously that gracious life that through Christ Jesus
is imparted to justified believers. ¢ Christ died for
me, and I am ecrucified with Christ; and yet I live,,
but it is Christ that lives in me, and Christ lives in
me only by faith.”

My text contains two arguments more, drawn from
a common natural head of arguing against error, by
the absurdities that necessarily flow from it ; and they
are two the greatest that can be, “ Frustrating the
grace of God,”—and “making the death of Christ
to be in vain.”” And greater sins are not to be com-
mitted by men: the greater sin, the u pardonable
sin, is expressed in words very like to this, (Heb.
x. 29) : “Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye,
shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden, under
foot the Son of God ; and hath counted the blood of
the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy
thing, and hath done despite to the Spirit of grace ?”’
And how near to one another are frustrating the grace
of God, and doing despite to the Spirit of grace, and
making Christ’s death to be in vain, and counting
the blood of the covenant an unholy thing !

There are two words to be explained before we go
any further : -'«1-,§t, What is the grace of God? 2dly,
What is it to frustrate the grace of God ? :

First, What is the grace of God? The grace of -
God hath two eommon noted acceptations in the
seripture.’ '
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18 SERMON I.

eousness by the works of the law. There is one thing
that I would observe in general from the scope of the
apostle, viz. that in the great matter of justification
the apostle argues from his own experience: the true
way to get sound light in the main point of the justi-
fication of a sinner before God, is to study it in thy
own personal concern ; if it be bandied abouf by men
as a notion only, as a point of truth, discoursing
wantonly about it, it is all one in God’s sight whether
men be sound or unsound about it; they are unsound
in heart how sound soever they are in head about it.
The great way to know the right mind of God about
the justification of a poor sinner, is for all to try it
with respect to themselves. Would the apostle say,
“I know how I am justified, and all the world shall
never persuade me to join the righteousness of the
law with the righteonsness of Christ.”

There are four points of doctrine that I would
raise, and observe from the first part of these words:

1. That the grace of God shines gloriously in the
justifying of a sinner through the righteousness of
Christ. '

2. It is a horrible sin to frustrate the grace of
God.

3. All that seek righteousness by the law do frus-
trate the grace of God in the gos

4. That no sound believer can be guilty of this
sin.

I would speak to the first of these at this time:

That the grace of God shines gloriously in the jus-
tifying of a sinner by the righteousness of Christ
alone. When the apostle speaks of it, how fre-
quently is this term “grace’’’added? * Being justi-
fied freely by his grace, through the redemption that
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ON GALATIANS. 19

is in Christ Jesus,” (Rom. iii. 24). ¢ That being
Jjustified by his grace, we might be made heirs accord-
ing to the hope of eternal life.”

There are four things to be explained here, that
will make our way plain to the proof of this point.
What is justification? Who is it that doth justify ?
Who are justified ? And upon what account?

1st, What is justification ! 'We read much of it in
our Bible, and the doctrine of it is reckoned one of
the fundamental points of the true Christian religion,
and so indeed it is. This grand doctrine, the foun-
tain of our peace, and comfort, and salvation, was
wonderfully darkened in the Popish kingdom ; and
the first light of the reformation, that God was
pleased to break up in our forefathers’ days, was
mainly about this great doetrine. Justification is
not barely the pardon of sin; it is indeed always in-
separable from it ; the pardon of sin is a fruit of it,
or a part of it. Justification is God’s acquitting a
man, and freeing him from all attainder ; it is God’s
taking off the attainder that the broken law of God
lays upon every sinner. “ Who is he that shall con-
demn? It is God that justifies,” (Rom. viii. 33).
Justification and condemnation are opposites ; every
one is under condemnation that is not justified, and
every justified man is freed from condemnation.
Justification is not sanetification ; it is an old Popish
error, sown in the hearts of a great many Protest-
ants, to think that justification and sanctification are
the same. Justification and sanctification are as far
different as these two :—There is a man condemned
for high treason against the king by the judge, and
the same man is sick of a mortal disease; and if he
dies not by the hands of the hangman to-day,.he
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22 SERMON I.

account of this is, God justifies the ungodly for the
sake of nothing in himself, but solely upon the ac-
count of this righteousness of Christ, that the apostle
is here arguing upon: “ Being justified freely by his
grace, through the redemption that is in Jesus.
Christ, whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood,” (Rom. iii. 24, 25).
When God justifies a man, the righteousness of
Christ is reckoned to him, and God deals with him
as a man in Christ ; and therefore his transgressions
- are covered, and the man is made the righteousness
of God in Christ, because Christ is made of God .
-unto him righteousness, (1 Cor. i. 30), « Of him are
ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us
righteousness.” 'Where is the poor man’s righteous-
ness that is justified ? It is in Christ Jesus. For,
(2 Cor. v. 21), “ He hath made him to be sin for us
who knew no sin, that we might be made the right-
eousness of God in him.” And to be made the right-
eousness of God, is nothing else but to be made
righteous before God in and through Jesus Christ.

These things considered, the proof of this point is
very easy—That the grace of God shines gloriously
in the way of justifying a sinner by the righteousness
of Jesus Christ: I shall therefore add but a few
things more in the proof of it.

First, In this way all is of God, and nothing of

the creature’s proeuring, and therefore it is of grace.

Grace always shines most brightly where man ap-
pears least ; every thing that tends to advance the
power and efficacy of man’s working, always hinders
the shining forth of the glory of the grace of God ;
but m this way of justifying us through the right-
eousness of Christ, grace shines forth most gloriously,
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because it is all of God: we do nothing in it. To
instance in a few things here,

1. The finding out of this righteousness by which
we are justified is of God alone. If the question had -

been put to all the angels in heaven, and to many
worlds of men, if this one question had been put, How
can a just and holy God justify a sinner ? no ereated
understanding could ever have been able to find out
how it could be done; it was the infinite wisdom of
God alone that found out this way. He will send
his own Son to be a sinless man, that shall sustain
the persons, and bear the sins, and take away the
sins of all that shall be justified. The native sense
of all mankind is this: when we know any thing of
God, we know that it stands with his nature to con-
demn sin, and hate the sinner ; but how it can stand
with his justice to acquit a sinner, it is God only
that could find out that.

2. As the finding out of the way of our justifica-
tion is of God alone, so the working out of it is
Christ’s alone. There was no creature of God’s
- counsel in finding out the way, so there was no crea-
ture Christ’s helper in making the way. All the
great work of fulfilling the righteousness of the law
was done by Christ alone ; none could offer to help
in the great work of bearing the weight of his Fa-
ther’s wrath, and bearing the burden of the justice of
God, for the sins of his church. Qur Lord was the
alone bearer of this; he alone brought in everlast-
ing righteousness, and “ put away sin by the sacri-
fice of himself,” (Heb. ix. 26).

3. The applying of this righteousness is only of
God also. It is the work of the Holy Spirit to bring

it close unto the sinner by faith ; and here we have

* »
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26. SERMON I.

us is dear to God ; it cost the Father dear to part
with his own Son ; it cost the Son dear to part with
his own life to bring in this righteousness; and, if I
may so say, it cost the Holy Ghost dear to work the
faith of this righteousness in the heart of a poor
ginner. When we consider how all things else that
God did were easily done but this. When the world
was to be made, no more is to be done but * Let
it be;”’ but when the world was to be rédeemed,
“ Let it be” will not do; a body must be prepared
for the Son, and that body must be sacrificed for sin,
and be slain, and sustain the wrath of God, and the
curse of the law ; and all this to bring in an everlast-
ing righteousness,

Again, this grace that was so dear to God comes
to us good cheap, we give nothing for it: the Lord
will take nothing for it, we have nothing to give:
the apostle doth not.think it enough to say, “ being
justified by his grace;” but he adds, “ being justified
FREELY by his grace,” (Rom. iii. 24). ¢ Whosoever
will, let him take of the water of life FREELY,” (Rev.
xxii. 17). Taking implies some freedom in it, but
taking freely is a redoubling of the expression. This
grace of God that is so dear to God, comes good
cheap to us, it cost us nothing.

Again, this grace of God is everlasting; it is
the eternal raiment of all believers, even of them
that are in heaven. Saith the apostle, Rom. v. 21,
“Grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Observe,neither
~ grace, nor righteousness, nor eternal life, nor Jesus
our Lord, cease in heaven; they are all there to-
gether; Christ as the author of eternal life, and
worker of righteousness; and the believer asthe pos-
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sessor of eternal life, and the enjoyer of this h&, anﬂ
grace as the high spring of all : grace is in heaven;
the reign of grace is only in heaven. That of Rev.
xix. 8. is by most understood to relate to the other
world ; and it is said there, that “unto the Lamb’s
wife it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean
and white;” and that fine linen is the righteousness
of Christ, in which the saints stand everlastingly ae-
cepted before God. “Behold I and the children that
thou hast given me!” saith our Lord, (Heb. ii. 13),
and their glory in heaven is to behold the glory that
he had with the Father, as their head, before the
world began, (John xvii. 24).

Again, it is grace, because it is very abundant:
it is an usual thing in the Old Testament to call great
things by the name of God, as the trees of God, the
city of God, the river of God ; now this grace of God
is so called because it is great, exceedingly abundant :
saith the apostle Paul concerning it, “The grace of
our Lord Jesus was exceeding abundant towards me,”
- (1 Tim. i. 14). Did ever any of you know how many
sins you had? Yet you must have a great deal more
grace, or you can never besaved ; there must be more
grace than sin, or you cannot be saved, (Rom. v. 20):
“The law entered that sin might abound ; but where
sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” I de
not say, no man can be saved unless he hath more in-
herent grace than he hath inherent corruption in
him ; but, unless there be a greater abundance of the
grace of God for covering of sin, than there is of sin
to be covered, no man can be saved: the apostle
adds a much more abundance toit. One would think
there was enough of sin and guilt in the disobedience
of the first Adam; and so there was; but, saith the
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28 SERMON I.

apostle, the matter is far greater here: “ And not as
-it was by one that sinned, so is the gift; for the judg-
ment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift
is of many offences unto justification: for if by one
man’s offence death reigned by one, much more they
which receive abundance of grace, and of the gift
of righteousness, shall reign in life by one, Christ
Jesus,” (ver. 16, 17, of that 5th chapter of the Ro-
mans). There is abundance of grace, and of the gift
of righteousness through Jesus Christ, needful to save
any sinner. When the Lord makes this matter to
balance in the eyes of his people, and there are great
discoveries made to them of the aggravations and of
the multitude of their sins; this is a common wicked
thought arising in their awakened consciences, Can
God forgive? Can God pass by so many and so
great transgressions ! It is a sinful thought ; the plain
meaning of it is, ¢“Is there more grace in God than
there is sin and guilt with me?” We were all un-
done if it was not so; if Christ’s righteousness was
not more able to justify than the first Adam’s sin
was to condemn, no man could besaved. The grace
of God shines in this way of the justification of a
sinner by the righteousness of Christ, in that there
is an abundance of it imparted to all them that par-
take of it.

APPLICATION.—You have heard that the grace of
God shines gloriously in the justification of a sinner
by the righteousness of Christ: in all your dealings,
then, with God, mind grace mainly : they that never
had an errand to God for the blessing of justification,
they may possibly be saved ; but they are not yet in
the way to salvation that were never yet concerned
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30 SERMON II.

nothing more unpleasing to the sinner than grace;

than that good, which when received he must al-

ways own the bounty of the Giver, and never to eter-
nity be able to say, “ My own hand hath made me
rich :” Christ will bring none to heaven that are in
that mind. He that will not be rich in Christ, must
be poor and condemned still in the first Adam.
“Know ye not,” saith the apostle, « the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who, though he was rich, yet he
became poor, that we through his poverty might be
made rich,” (2 Cor. viii. 9). Theriches of a believer

stands in the poverty of Christ; and every true be-
- liever counts Christ’s poverty his riches.

SERMON II.

“1 do not frustrate the grace of God : for if righteousness come by
the law, then Christ is dead in vain.”—GaL. 11, 24.

I ToLD you the last day (what you may learn by
your own reading), that the scope of the apostle in

this epistle is, to teach and defend the doctrine of the .

justification of a sinner by the righteousness of Christ,
apprehended by faith alone. In the text the apostle
hath two arguments for this truth, against the con-
trary error, with which the Galatians were plagued ;
and both arguments are taken from the absurdities
that follow upon the contrary doetrine.

1st, That seeking righteousness by the works of the
law, doth frustrate and make void the grace of God.

2dly, That it makes Christ’s death to be in vain :
and there is nothing revealed by the Lord, in his
word, more sacred, and more awful than these two—

o
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36 SERMON II.

2dly, Every natural man is ignorant of the striet-
ness of the law of God ; the severity of God’s law in
forbidding every sin, and in condemning every sinner,
without any respect to any sin, or to any man that
commits it. The law of God is an impartial rule of
righteousness, that condemns every transgression ;
and it cannot do otherwise : it is the glory of the law
so to do; its strictness makes it judge all sin ; and its
righteousness makes it condemn all sinners; and
therefore, when this righteousness of God’s law is
once discovered, it presently breaks all the confidence
of a natural man. “I was alive without the law
once,” saith the apostle Paul, Rom. vii. 9, « but
when the commandment came, sin revived, and I
died.” How could the apostle Paul be said to be
without the law ? I believe that the apostle Panl,
- even in his natural state, was better acquainted with
the law, and the Old Testament, than any man in
London now is ; for the Jews, even to this day, teach
their children with great carefulness : now the apostle
Paul was one of the best Jews in all that country.
How then could this man be said te be withont the
law? He had the law in his mind, and in his me-
mory, and in his hands, and was exceeding zealous
for it— I was,” saith he. “ touching the righteous-
mness which is in the law, blameless,” ‘(Phil. iii. 6).
Aye, but the man only thought so, when he did not
know the law of God; but when the commandment
came, it made another manner of discovery. It con-
demned those things in him that he never thought
to be sin before, and it made othér things in him to
be exceeding sinful. All natural men are under
utter darkness about this; and therefore it is no
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38 SERMON II.

them, “ T am a poor man that must shortly die, and
this erazy carcass of mine will shortly moulder into
the dust of the grave; but my soul must live for
ever in, and enter upon an ecternal state, as soon as
the last breath of my body expires; and what shall
become of me then?”’ The greatest part of the world
trifle about this great question, “ What shall I do to
be saved, to be secure to eternity ¥’ What a shame-
ful thing is it to think of this! I have often told
them that I have spoken to,—and it is to be told till
it be mended,—that it were a happy thing if people
would but spend half that time, nay a quarter of that
time, in secret thoughts about salvation, that they
spend in hearing the word of salvation; and it is a
hard matter if people cannot be prevailed with about
this. I can well assure you, that all the solid soul-
thriving of the hearers of the gospel is not so much
_in what they hear, in the preaching of the word, as
~in what they digest in their secret thoughts and
- meditations about it. Now, is it any wonder that
people take to any courses about their salvation,
when they thus trifle about it? For if the end be
not precious in a man’s eyes, you can never expect
to have him thoughtful about the means,

4. In all natural men there is unbelief of God’s
word. It is a hard question to resolve, What was
the first sin? Any child can tell you, that the first
sin of mankind was eating the forbidden fruit : it is
true, the first sin was ripe in that action; but what
was the first wandering thought from God ? Whe-
ther it was the man’s discontent with the state that
he was made in ; or aspiring after a higher state than
that in which he was made; or a jealousy of God ;
or unbelief of the word~of God : that unbelief was in
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it is most certain. The serpent began his tempta-
tion this way, ¢ Yea, hath God said ye shall not eat
of every tree in the garden ? Hath God'said you shall
surely die ? - Ye shall not surely die,” (Gen. iii. 1,4).
The scope of his temptation was this, to bring in sin
and ruin upon the world, by making sinless Adam to
doubt of the truth of God's threatening; and he
well knew that if once the awful faith of the truth
of God’s threatening was weakened in their minds,
that they would soon make bold on the sin. God’s
threatening was as a kind of fence against the sin:
“In the day that thou eatest, thou shalt surely die.”
¢ Assure thyself of death if ever thou meddle with the
forbidden fruit.” Satan knew that death was ter-
rible to man, and that he would not easily rush up-
on it; ‘“aye, but,” saith he, “ God hath not said
ye shall surely die, but you shall live, and be as
gods, if you transgress.” Sirs, the devil brought
in the first sin and ruin upon mankind, by the unbe-
lief of God’s word of threatening. And he brings in
the eternal ruin of men under the gospel by unbelief
of God’s word of promise: every natural man hath
an evil heart of unbelief in him, as the apostle warns
all to take heed of, (Heb. iii. 12), ¢ Take heed, bre-
thren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of un-
belief in departing from the living God.” This mat-
ter of unbelief is many ways spoken of in the word :
the way of salvation by Jesus Christ, and his right-
eousness, stands all in the word of God. If you ask
the last question concerning a man’s faith, you must
resolve it into the word of God : there are, indeed,
many questions that go before it, but this must be
the last. If you ask, How may a sinner be saved ?
The answer is, By the righteousness of Christ. If
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you ask again, Who is this Jesus Christ, whose
righteousness will be the salvation of all them that
have it ? He is the great Son of God, that took our
sins on him. Well, but how shall this righteousness
be mine? By faith alone: if I lay hold of it, and
venture my soul on it, it is mine? Aye, but the last

. question is, How do you know that it shall be so?
/. God hath said it in his word, Acts x. 43, “ To him

give all the prophets witness, that, through his name,
whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission
of sins.” Now, every natural man having unbelief in
him, God’s word hath no weight on him. We find
they proclaim their unbelief in every thing. When
God commands, they proclaim their unbelief in dis-
obeying ; when God corrects them, they proclaim
their unbelief in rushing again upon the same courses
that God punishes them for; when God threatens
and warns the sinner of his danger in such a sin, the
man proclaims his unbelief by staying still in it : and
what are all these but acts of gross unbelief? When
God commands, the man thinks that God means not
as he speaks: when God threatens, the unbeliever
thinks God will not do as he threatens : when God
promises, saith the same unbelief, ¢ Though God
speaks fair, he will not be as good as his word.”
Now, is it any wonder that every matural man
takes another way of salvation besides the righteous-
ness of Christ, when every natural man hath these
four woful things in him? And, indeed, none can
do otherwise till these four things are overthrown in
him-—till the darkness is removed by the illumina-
tion of the Spirit of God—and the'pride be brought
down by humbling grace—and the security of the
conscience be brought down by awakening gracer—
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and till the power of unbelief be broke by the Spi—f ,. ¥

rit’s working faith. So much for the causes of this.

II. T am now to shew what the effects are that
flow from these causes; or, what flows from this
woful natural aversion in all men from the grace of
God, and from their inclinations to frustrate it.

1st, Hence it comes to pass that the world is filled
with fancies and devices of men to please God.

This runs through the whole earth: the religion
(if I may call it by that name) of the Pagans, the re-
ligion of the Turks and the Mahometans, and of
the Papists, however they may differ in a great many
points of doctrine, and particular circumstances of
worship, yet they all agree in this; all these rveli-
gions, and all religions in the world, except the true,
are filled with many devices of men to render them-
selves acceptable to God. The Lord brings them in
(Micah vi. 6), making thig inquiry, “ Wherewith
shall T come before the Lord, and bow myself before
the high God ? Shall I come before him with burnt-
offerings, with calves of a year old? Will the Lord

~ be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten

thousands of rivers of il ? Shall I give my first-born
for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the

_sin of my soul ¥’ Pray take notice here : one of the

grossest idolatries that ever was in the world, and
the most abominable act of it, is this, when parents,
to pacify God for their sins, have offered their chil-
dren in sacrifice to their idols: this hath been fre-
quently practised in the world, and, it may be, is
at this day in some parts of the world. Whenee
can this be, that there should be so strange a vio-

lation of one of the strongest bonds of nature ? Itis

not, to be supposed that these people did so because
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they did not love their children: no doubt but they
loved them as well as you do yours; but only, here
lay the matter : they were under a strong conviction
of sin, and under strong desires to please God ; and
they were ignorant of the true sacrifice, and there-
fore they offer to God what they think best, and
what they love best; and that they hope God will
accept most kindly from them. Sirs, you think
there are many fopperies in Popery, fit only to be
laughed at, and so indeed there are : their whipping
themselves about that time of the year they call Lent ;
and great persons do this, kings, and queens, and
lords, and great men. One would think it strange
that so many great people should play the fool so:
the true reason of it lies here,—they have a con-
science of sin, and they know they are sinners, and
they do not know the true way of peace with God
through the righteousness of Christ, and they are
taught these foolish ways, and therefore they pursue
them. And truly, if the light of the gospel should
be darkened yet much more in England, I cannot
tell how many silly professors amongst us might be
drawn even into this foppery. It is natural for all
men ignorant of the righteousness of God in Christ,
to devise ways of their own to render themselves ac-
ceptable in the sight of God.

2dly, The next effect of this woful aversion from
the grace of God, in Justlfymg us by the righteous-
ness of Christ, is in men’s going to the law, and the
works of it. I do but name this, because I shall
speak more largely to it by itself, under the thlrd
~and next doctrine.

3dly, I would speak something to the sad effects
of this, that are found even in them whom Gr"od

HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com



ON GALATIANS. 43

saves. This aversion from the grace of God is so
natural, that it puts forth itself strongly in them
that the Lord is at work savingly upon; and I will
name a few things about this, that some here can
witness to, and I am sure that many more can wit-
ness to them than are here.

1. Hence it comes to pass that, in many who are
saved in the issue, there is a long sorrowful trouble
of mind that they live under, and all the world shall
not persuade them what the true cause of it is. They
are full of sorrow and complainings; no other lan-
- guage to be heard to God or man, but many sorrow-
ful complaints; their corruptions are strong, their
souls dead and dark, their consciences disquieted.
And what is the true reason of all this? They are

yet averse from giving glory to the sovereign grace
- of God in saving them by Christ. Many sorrowful
hours many of the elect of God have gone through
in the strength of this corruption, and they have
never seen it till a long while after. It is a shame
and reproach to professors, and a dishonour to our
Lord Jesus Christ, that so many in whom the root
of the matter is, have their hearts sinking within
them when relief is so plainly provided for them.
The true reason is, because they are averse, and not
willing, nor inclined to be indebted solely to grace,
and to have all their supplies singly from it.

2. From hence it also comes to pass, that there
are so many outbreakings of sin, or at least the
working of it in the hearts of many that the Lord
hath a mind to save, and doth work savingly upon.
How many poor creatures are there that know this?
That from the time that the Lord first began to deal
with them, and made them serious about salvation,
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their eorruptions have grown more strong, and Satan
more formidable and vexing ; and, it may be, they
are left of God to commit some gross sin, that they
were never guilty of before. Whence comes this?
It is not only from the strength of temptation, nor
is corruption grown stronger ; but here lies the rea-
son: Now God hath begun to awaken them, and
they are not yet disposed kindly to yield themselves
- up unto the entire conduct of grace; not willing to
give the grace of God'its proper employment: but
this is the way people generally take whensoever
they are awakened, and made serious about salva-
tion ; then they fall to work, and set about duty—
they pray, and hear, and read, and repent, and labour
to reform their conversation, and in the mean time
they are utterly unacquainted with employing Christ;
and, therefore, the Lord in his righteous judgment
leaves them to themselves, and lets them see that
they must stand upon another bottom, or they will
surely totter and fall ; that they must be qmte weaned
from themselves, and all things made new in C‘hnst
or nothing will be done rightly.

3. And thus some, as they live sorrowfully all their
days, so they also die sadly: they have been leaning
on their own righteousness as far as they could all
their life long; sometimes hanging upon one twig,
and sometimes upon another; and one breaks, and
the other breaks, and here they get a fall, and there
they get a fall ; but at last, if the Lord hath mercy
upon them, they are made to see the vanity of all
these shifts, and then they betake themselves in ear-
nest to that which is without them, to a righteous-
ness that they have no hand in, that is wrought out
by Christ alone, and given by pure grace. So much

: :
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for this first head; How this sin of frustrating the

- grace of God is committed.

2dly, I am now to shew the sinfulness, and the
greatness, of this sin of frustrating the grace of God.
The apostle is here vindicating himself from it: «1I
do mot,” saith he, « frustrate the grace of God.”
Now, there are two things especially that aggravate
all sins, and the more of them there be in any sin,

‘the more sinfulness is there in that sin. 1st, The

direct tendency of any sin to damnation. 2dly, The
direct enmity that there is in any sin to the grace of
God; and wheresoever there is a sin that is espe-
cially framed both these ways, that sin must needs
be a great one,

1. This sin of frustrating the grace of God is
directly against man’s salvation, and tends directly
to damnation. All sin against the law tends to
damnation by its desert; every sin deserves hell.

 Every sin against the law of God works out wrath

by deserving ; but sin against the gospel works out
wrath by special activity, by its apt acting; and
there is a great difference between these two: a man
that commits a sin against the law, he commits a

sin that deserves death ; but he that sins against the

grace of the gospel, in that very sin he works out
his own death. Other sins expose a man to the
wrath of God as a judge, but this sin is like self-
murder, the man executes the law upon himself.

'Every man by nature is under a sentence of condem-

nation ; but rejecting the grace of God leaves and
binds a man under that condemnation : there is no

‘other remedy for it, but only the grace of God

through Christ ; therefore rejecting that, is rejecting
the only remedy.
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2. This sin is directly against the glory of God.
There is a great deal of the glory of God concerned
in his grace. This grace of God tendered to us
through Jesus Christ, is God’s great plot and contri-
vance for his own glory ; and frustrating of it is all
that man can do to frustrate God, and to disappoint
him in his main design. Blessed be God, no crea-
ture can do this; but woe be to them that do all
they can against it. The Pharisees * rejected the
counsel of God against themselves,” (Luke vii. 30).
Sirs, God would never have suffered the first Adam
to have fallen, unless he had had a greater contri-
vance for his own glory in raising him up again.
God would never have suffered the dishonour that
sin’s entrance brought upon him in the world, unless
he had designed the bringing about of greater glory
to himself by the manifestation of his grace. There-
fore, ¢ where sin hath abounded, grace hath much
more abounded ;” and that brings a great deal more
honour to God than sin brings dishonour. The
grace of God is the very bowels and the heart of
God ; and to frustrate this, is to kick against the,
very bowels of God. The grace of God is all through
Jesus Christ ; it flows through him, and therefore
all reflections upon the grace of God reflect upon
him. The grace of God is tendered to men by the
Holy Ghost ; and, therefore, refusing and frustrating
the grace of God is rejecting of the Holy Ghost. In
a word, this grace of God is the great scope of the
whole Bible ; and to frustrate the grace of God, is
to make the whole Bible in vain, both Old and New
Testament too. The Holy Seriptures are able to
make us wise unto salvation, but it is through faith
that is in Christ Jesus, (2 Tim. iii. 15).
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fession of religion, had need to take heed of this sin
of frustrating the grace of God. They have taken
upon them a profession, it may be they know not
how, nor wherefore ; but it is come upon them. If
you be clothed with the garment of profession, have
great care of this sin. There are many that profess
the grace of God, that yet are strangers to the thing
itself, and they are in a very dangerous case.

3. They that boast of outward privileges should
have a care of this sin of frustrating the grace of
God : they were baptized when they were children,
and have heard the word, and attended upon ordi-
nances, and they begin to think themselves fair be-
fore God for the hope of eternal life. They are
blameless in their walk and conversation. Let such
people, in an especial manner, take heed of this sin.
I can assure you that a blameless conversation hath
been a great temptation to a great many to under-
value the grace of God, and the righteousness of
Jesus Christ. These sort of people were never sick
at heart. .

4. Awakened souls; they whose consciences are
awakened, have great need to take heed of this sin
of frustrating the grace of God. The Lord some-
times makes both light and fire too to dart in upon
the consciences of poor sinners, and they begin to see
and feel what they never saw nor felt before; and
when it is thus with them, sometimes, they think
things are a great deal better with them than they
were before ; and, sometimes, they think it is a great
deal worse with them ; and they that in their awak-
ening think it to be a great deal worse with them
than it was before, are in a more hopeful state than
they that think it is better with them ; for it is not
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that the Galatian churches were plagued with ; and
arguments for that truth of the gospel that he had
planted amongst them, and taught them. The truth
¥ was this, That the righteousness of asinner for justifi-
cation was only in Christ. The errorof the Galatians
lay in this, Thatsomething of the righteousness of the
law was to be mixed therewith. My text contains.
two arguments against this error, drawn from a com-
mon natural head of arguing against error, by the
absurdities that necessarily flow from it. Now there
are two grand absurdities that flow from thisdoctrine
of the law in point of justification, 1st, That it frus-
trates the grace of God ; 2dly, That it makes Christ’s
death to be in vain: and two more abominable
things cannot be well thought of ; and people have
great need to fear, and to take heed of any doctrine
that hath any tendency to either of them. The first
of these the apostle expresses in his own person : « I
do not frustrate the grace of God.” And here he
speaks like a believer, and not like a minister nor an
apostle ; so he discourses from ver. 16, speaking of
himself and the rest of the godly, like ordinary be-
lievers, that betook themselves to this way of relief
by Christ’s righteousness alone. I proposed four ob-
servations to speak to. i
1st, That the grace of God shines gloriously in the
justifying of a sinner through the righteousness of
Christ : and this I have spoke to. :
2dly, That frustrating the grace of God is a great
and horrible sin ; for so it is expressed by the apostle,
“1I do not frustrate the grace of God.” As if he
should have said, « Blessed be God, I am not in that
road ; Iam not one that frustrates the grace of God ;
I am saved by it.”” How the grace of God is frus-

F
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‘of the law? By law here I mean the holy spotless
law of God. The law of man hath nothing to do in
the point of righteousness before God. This seeking
of righteousness by the law is righteousness in God’s
sight ; the apostle states the matter so. No man is
justified by the law in the sight of God. Thata man
is justified by the law in the sight of men, nobody
can deny. We should be very careful to justify our-
selves in the sight of men by the law, and our con-
formity to it ; but this righteousness here spoken of
is righteousness in the sight of God, and righteous-
ness by the law of God; and it stands in three
things.

1st, Righteousness by the law is that which obtains
a man’s acceptance with God. That is righteousness
by the law that procures a man’s acceptance with
God ; upon the account of which he stands before
God as a righteous man, and is dealt with accord-
ingly. Now, he that secks righteousness by the law
in this sense, is one who dreams, that by doing and
obeying what the law requires, he may work out that
for which 'he may stand righteous and accepted in
God’s sight. And that is one way this sin is com-
mitted.

2dly, In this righteousness before God by the works -
of the law, there is an expectation of impunity for all
that is past in transgressing the law. And we find
that this must necessarily be the righteousness of a
holy man, who stands in a state of acceptance with
God ; but the righteousness of a man who hath been
once a sinner must be by having that which may bring
him into a state of impunity and safety of all the
transgressions that he hath been guilty of before.
Now, men are guilty of seeking righteousness by the
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about them, who are ignorant and charitable, think
that they are hopeful Christians. But try these
people this way, and you will find that all the exer-
cise of their religion is about the precepts of the law,
and they have no exercise at all about the promises
of the gospel. He that minds only the precepts, is
only a doer ; and he that minds not the promise, he
1s no believer : for the precept is the rule of practice ;
but it is the promise that is the foundation of faith.
Now, how can that man be reckoned a believer, that
hath no heart-exercise about the promises ?

2. A great many people are mightily taken up
about their own works, and but very little about
Christ’s. Our righteousness doth not stand in our
own works; but stands in Christ’s works, what Christ
- did, and suffered for us in his life, and death, and
resurrection ; therein stands our righteousness. Now,
how many poor creatures are there that reckon it a
great matter, and glory mightily in their own do-
ings : if they pray, and hear, and read, and can but
make any sort of reformation in their conversation,
how big do these things appear in their eyes! But
Christ’s life and death, and all his great performances
for our salvation, are mean and low,-and of small
esteem with them. And do not these sort of people
seck righteousness by the law?  Aye surely.

3. They look for eternal life, but they look for
it as a reward of works, and not as an inheritance
given by gift and grace; and all servants and slaves
must do so, and all natural men are slaves, they are
children of the bondwoman, (Gal. iv. 31); they work
for fear of punishment, and in hopes of the crown :
they work for wages; the wages they love, and would
have, but the work they hate. Whereas the be-
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grace; but if it be of works, then it is no more of
grace, for otherwise works were no more works,”
(Rom. xi. 6). Grace and works, in the point of
righteousness before God, are perfectly opposite ;
“ You are saved by grace,” saith the apostle, “not
of works, lest any man should boast,” (Eph. ii. 8, 9).

2dly, Let us bring this matter into practice, and
you will find that all men express thisin their frame;
both the self-righteous man, and he that is not so.
Not only is it asserted in point of doctrine, that works
and grace are thus inconsistent, but we always find
it, even in the spirit and temper, both of the one and
of the other.

1. He that seeks righteousness by.the law, is a
man that never saw his need of grace: and you may
be well assured that that man will frustrate the grace
of God, who never saw his utter need of it. He was
never so far emptied, but he expects and imagines that
he shall be able towork outa righteousness for himself,
and so is not brought under any conviction of his
utter need of the grace of God; whereas he that is
for the grace of God in Christ alone, is a man that
hath a great need of the grace of God, and sees him-
self undone without it. ’

‘2. This self-righteous man sees no glory in the
grace of God shining through the righteousness of
Christ; there is no excellency in it to him. Every
natural man is in this mind ; he sees a great deal of
glory in his own doings: in a beautiful conversation,
in brave gifts, and in a shining walk before men ; he
sees a great deal of beauty and glory here. Every
natural man thinks thereis a great deal of glory in his
.own performances. The self-righteous Pharisee came
boasting in his own performances; ¢ God, I thank

2
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life are well understood by most.—So much for the
third doectrine, That seeking righteousness by the
works of the law frustrates the grace of God.

I would now speak a few words to the fourth doe-
trine,and then makesomeapplication of both together.

Doctrine 4. No true believer in Jesus Christ can
- frustrate the grace of God. The apostle is here
speaking of it in the account that he is giving of the
grace of God working in him : ¢ I through the law,”
saith he, “ am dead to the law, that I might live to
God ;" and “ I live by Christ, and by faith in him,
and, therefore, I do not frustrate the grace of God.”
He is not speaking of the great attainment that
some few Christians arrive at ; but he is speaking of
that which is common to the state of all Christians :
« I do not frustrate the grace of God.” Before I come
to the proof of this, I would lay down a few cautions,
to prevent mistakes.

1st, It must be allowed that a grea.t. many who
have been made Christians have been long enemies
to the grace of God; and there is not a greater in-
stance of this than the good man that speaks in my
text, the apostle Paul. He was a great heart-enemy
to Jesus Christ ; and he was an enemy to Christ, if
I may so say, with a good conscience, according to
the real light that the poor man’s blinded eonscience
had : “1I verily thought with myself that I ought to
do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of
Nazareth,” (Acts xxvi. 9). “1I never heard a name
that I hated so much as the name of this Jesus of
Nazareth; and I hated it from the heart, and my con-
science prompted me to it.” When our Lord met
him by the way, “ Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
me?” little did the poor man think Christ died for
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these, which I mean to prosecute from these two
heads :—

I. To warn you to take heed and to try the spi-
rits, as the apostle exhorts (1 John iv. 1), according
to this doctrine.

II. Try your own state according to your heart-
thoughts of this matter.

I. You are to try the spirits—you are to try the
doctrines that you hear. When the greatest mea-
sure of the Holy Ghost was poured out upon the
churches, and when extraordinary officers were raised
up amongst them, and in a time when some of the
apostles were living, by one of them was this exhor-
tation given, * Beloved, believe not every spirit, but
try the spirits whether they are of God,” (1 John
iv. 1). And it is very observable, that the scope of
that text that the apostle there lays down, leads us
plainly to the doctrine that I am upon, * Believe not
every spirit, for there are many false spirits, and an-
tichrists, that are gone out into the world.” But
you will say, How shall we know them? Saith the
apostle, « Every spirit that confesseth not that
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is not of God : every
spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh, is of God” (ver.3). Now,by a very usual phrase
that was well understood then, and it is not hard to
be known now, by ¢ spirit,” doctrine is meant. Every
doctrine that tends not this way is not of God. Aye,
but, you will say, Where are there any that say
Christ is not come in the flesh, save the Jews? The
apostle seems to make this a grand mark of anti-
christ. Now, in antichrist’s kingdom (and that is a
fitter name for them than that of the Church, for
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perplex the doctrine with methods, and they perplex
- people’s consciences with their doctrine. Thereis no
church canon in all the world that is much worth
regarding, but that which we have in Acts xv. ; for
those that were called by the name of General Coun-
cils, for the first three hundred years after Christ,
have many weaknesses and follies in them ; and they
began to savour of a begun degencracy, though in
the main points of the truths of the gospel they re-
mained sound. In Aets xv.1, certain men that came
down from Judea had taken up this conceit,«and
“taught the brethren, that except they were circum-
cised after the law of Moses, they could not be saved.”
Observe where they laid the stress of this thing, ¢ ex-
cept ye be circumcised after the law of Moses, ye
cannot be saved.” You know very well, that the
apostle Paul looked upon circumecision as a very in-
different thing : sometimes, in his travels, he ordered
some to be eircumeised, but at other times he would
not ; he looked upon it as a matter of indifference,
for the avoiding of scandals, and so the apostle reck-
oned it no great matter:  Circumecision is nothing,
and uncircumeision is nothing.” Aye, but when once
it came to be broached into a doetrine, and a ne-
cesgity laid upon it, * Except ye be circumecised after
the law of Moses, ye cannot be saved,”’—let us see
what this awful reverend assembly at Jerusalem say
toit; the apostles, and elders, and brethren, a blessed
company they were, a blessed church, worth all the
churches in England, without any reflection: * For-
asmuch as we have heard that certain which went out
from us have troubled you with words, subverting
your souls, saying you must be circumeised, and keep
the law ; to whom we gave no such commandment,”

! !
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(Ver. 24): they trouble you, and they pervert your
soul. Sirs, There are four questions, that must
always be preserved plain; plainly delivered, and
plainly known by all good men :—1st, What is that
righteousness in which a sinner can stand safe before
God ! The plain answer to it is, That it is the right-
eousness of Christ only. 2dly, How ecome we by this
righteousness? The gospel answer is, By grace alone;
it is given us as a free gift, we do not buy it. 3dly,
Hoy are we possessed of this righteousness ? By faith
alone ; there is no putting on this raiment but by faith
alone. 4thly, What warrant hath a man to believe
on Jesus Christ? The plain gospel answer is, Only
the promise of the gospel. ~And here are two things
I would caution you about, and the most part of
people’s mistakes lie about them. 1st, The law is
no gospel but as it leads to Christ; the law not
leading to Christ is against the gospel, and the gos-
pel against the law; but the law leading to Christ
serves the gospel, and the gospel serves the law by
fulfilling it. 2dly, The doctrine of holiness, as it
flows from Christ, is gospel; but the doctrine of
holiness, without Christ, is no gospel. To make
this plain: Whosoever they be that teach people to
be holy, and tell them how they may be holy, and
urge them very hard that they must be very holy,
for this end, that when they are holy they may be-
lieve on Jesus Christ; these people pervert and per-
plex the gospel : but if people be persuaded of the
necessity of holiness for salvation, and that they

- must believe on Jesus Christ that they may be holy,

this is gospel. That is the second. .thing: Have a
care of those doctrines that perplex and confound the
truths of the gospel.
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3. There are mixing doctrines: they that would
mix something with the grace of God. The grace
of God they will not disown, the righteousness of
Christ they will not deny; but they will put some-
thing in with them in the matter of justification.
Take heed of this matter; it is a shame that this
should be talked on as a matter of controversy; it is
a point that every one’s conscience should be fully
satisfied in, as they expect salvation from the hand of
God. Indeed, good men may jar and jangle about
terms that nelther of them well understand; but
when the matter comes to a particular person’s own
case, there should be a full satisfaction in this point
—that the righteousness of Christ for our- justifica-
tion must stand pure and unmixed. It is a corrupt
thing to mix any of the works of the law with the
grace of God ; and herein lay the error of the Gala-
tians: the grace of God, and the righteousness of
Christ, they liked very well ; but they would join the
law of Moses therewith. Let the law of Moses keep
its own place, and be the rule of our sanectification ;
but in’our justification, it hath no room at all. God
never gave it any room there, and all they are fools
that do: it never served any man that way.

4. There are blaspheming doctrines, opposing
and blaspheming the grace of God; and the land is
full of them. You may have heard of a sort of
people, the Socinians, and they are gross enemies to
the grace of God. These strike at the very root of
the grace of God, and the righteousness of Christ. °
If Christ be not the true God, how can he save a sin-
ner ! It isimpossible that the righteousness of a crea-
ture can atone for the unrighteousness of a creature.

It is the Godhead of Christ that adds that infinite |
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virtue to his sacrifice that we are saved by. So
much for this first exhortation, « Try the spirits.”

II. T would exhort you to try your own state by
this doctrine, “ I do not frustrate the grace of God ;”

‘and as this hath been handled, it calls you to try

yourselves about three things :—1st, What are your
real thoughts of God’slaw? 2dly, What are your
real thoughts of Christ’s righteousness ? 3dly, What
are your real thoughts of the grace of God ? A little
to each of these. '

First, What are your real thoughts of God’s law ?
—And although you may think this a remote-like
mark, yet it is not so remote but it comes near to
the point: judgment will be made of a man's state
before God, according to his real thoughts of the law
of God. Good men have always great and high
thoughts of God’s law, and they have low thoughts
of themselves: “1I esteem all thy precepts concern-
ing every thing to be right, and I hate every false
way,” (Psalm exix. 128). «“The law is holy ; the com-
mandment is holy, just, and good: the law is spi-
ritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin, (Rom. vii.
12, 14). But you will say, “ Does not every body
think so of the law of God?” I answer, No. No
natural man hath a good thought of the law of God.
Every corrupt, unrenewed man hath one of these
three thoughts concerning the law of God :—

1. The natural man thinks the law of God casy
to be kept, It is a graceless proverb that some peo-

" ple have in their mouths sometimes, and it flows

from the corruption of their hearts, “ That it is an
easier thing to please God than it is to please man.”

Indeed, if they would take God’s way, it is an easy
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thing to get his favour; but, according to the sense
that it is commonly spoken in, it is a wicked saying
and flows from this wicked meaning,—that the natu-
ral man thinks the law of God easy to be kept, and
thereupon the Seribes and Pharisees (and so do all
that seek righteousness by the law), they expound
the law of God so largely that one would think any
body might keep it. Therefore,- when our Lord hath
a mind to break down this fortress of self-righteous-

ness, he explains the law of God in its true strictness.

The Pharisees’ doctrine was, that nobody broke the
sixth commandment but ‘he that murdered a man ;
that no man broke the seventh commandment, but

he that committed adultery with his neighbour’s.

wife ; that nobody broke the ninth but he that fore-
swore himself: and, indeed, if this had been all the
interpretation of the law of God, that part of it that
concerns our duty towards man had been no hard
- thing. Blessed be God, a great many good people,
and bad people too, have not been guilty of these gross
transgressions ; but when the spiritual meaning of
the law comes to be considered, who is innocent ? “1
had not known lust,” saith the apostle, ¢ unless the
law had said, Thou shalt not covet,” (Rom. vii. 7).
“The commandment came to me in another sense,
with that brightness that soon convinced me of sin.”
This is the first thought that people have of the law
of God,—that it is casy to be kept.

2. When they are beat from this, and they find -
the law of God to be so strict a rule that it reaches

to the word, and thoughts, and heart, to the least
motion either from within or without, then they begin

to hope that the threatening will not be fulfi]led : if
God gives so severe a law, that reaches to all, even’
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to the least sins, then they hope God will not punish
every sin with the curse of the law. The Lord, by
Moses, warns the people of this, “ And it come to
pass, when he hears the words of this curse, that he
shall bless himself in his heart, saying, I shall have
peace, though I walk in the imagination of my own
heart, to add drunkenness to thirst,” (Deut. xxix. 19).
The secure man is very unwilling to take up the
holiness and the strictness of the law of God as
forbidding every sin; but he is far more unwilling
to believe that God means to éxecute the threatened
vengeance for these sins.” And what sorry pleas have .
they? ¢ God is merciful.”” Aye, so he is, but not
to them that despise his law. God is not merciful
to any law-breaker ; but God is merciful in providing
a law-keeper to save us; but he hath no merey for
the law-breaker. If a man expects life by the law,
~ he must die by it. “ Aye, but Christ hath died for
sinners ;” and so he hath; but Christ was sent to
fulfil the law, and not to take it away. Christ came
not to make the law of God less striet in command-
ing than it was, nor less severe in threatening ; but
Christ came to take both upon his own baek, and
all that believe in him shall be saved from both.
Christ took not away the law, but fulfilled it ; and it
is the reckoning of that fulfilling of the law by Christ*
to us, that is our salvation ; and thus * the righteous-
ness of the law is fulfilled in us.” The righteousness
of the law was fulfilled by Christ, and this is reckoned
~ to a believer ; and so the righteousness of the law of
God is fulfilled in him; fulfilled by Christ, and so. .
fulfilled in the believer in him.
But now suppose the light of the word drives a
~ man from both these vain imaginations, and he sees
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the law to be so holy that no man can escape its
threatenings ; when the natural man is thus beat
from these two, then,

~ 3. He rises up in rebellion against the law, and
blasphemes the law of God. Sirs, there are a great
many poor creatures that complain grievously that
many blasphemous thoughts follow them: I do be-
lieve that next unto the advantage that Satan may
have over some bad-tempered minds, and ill-disposed
bodies, I am apt to believe that the main root of all
these blasphemies, is this point of doctrine that I am
upon. When the poor creature was secure, he
thought he could easily fulfil the law of God, or avoid
the curse of it ; but when he comes to see both these
to be in vain, then, unless grace subdues the man’s
~ heart, it naturally rises in rebellion against the law
of God. “ Why did God give such a strict law, that
nobody can keep, but every one must be destroyed by
it?” These very thoughts arose in Paul's mind :
“Was then that which was good made death to me ?
God forbid,” (Rom. vii. 13). The apostle Paul never
knew himself to be a sinner till the law came; and
the more close the law came, it slew him the more,
and quickened sin in him more. Now, how can any
one think well of that law that slays the sinner, and
enlivens the sin? “God forbid,” saith the apostle,
¢ that I should say this was the end for which the law
was made; but this was a blessed end in Christ’s
hand:” “ By the commandment, sin appeared to be
exceeding sinful,” that Panl might see his exceeding
need of a Saviour. And there are two things that
raise these rebellious thoughts against the law of
God.
1. When clear light about the law shines upon
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the man’s conscience, then all the Babel-building of
their own works are thrown unto the ground: their
praying, reading, hearing, holiness, it is all thrown to
the ground by the law of God;—the law condemns
them utterly in point of righteousness. The law in-
deed commands them in point of practice, and it
commends them as things pleasing to God; but in
point of righteousness before God, the law condemns
them utterly; the only language of the law is this,
“ Do all, and live; fail in the least, and die:’—and
thus the man sees all his own righteousness is gone. -
And how unwilling are people to yield to this?
What a great matter is it for a man to be able to do
so? When a poor awakened sinner, that never knew
the grace of God, or the righteousness of Christ,
when he hath by the force of good education, or the
power of the word, been brought under some convie-
tion of sin and duty, he then sets about praying, and
reading, and hearing, and reforming, and, it may be,
hath been doing something at this for several years;
but in the mean time was an utter stranger to Jesus
Christ. Now what a great matter is it for a man to
forego all this, as if it had no worth in it? But why
should not a man be willing to part with it? «T
count it all but dross and dung,” saith the apostle,
“that I may win Christ,” (Phil. iii. 8). This blas-
phemous frame is expressed in Ezek. xxxiii. 10, and
it hath reference to the point that I am upon:
“Therefore, O thou Son of man, speak unto the
house of Israel, Thus ye speak, saying, If our trans-
gressions and our sins be upon us, and we pine away
in them, how should we live?” The meaning is this:
“ The Lord is here, by his severe prophet, plaguing
us with reproofs from the word of God for our sins,
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and the execution of God's threatenings are upon us
in his judgments; now if we be sinners, and God
deals thus severely with us, what shall come on us?”
Saith the Lord, (ver. 11), “ There is a way of escape,
¢ Turn and live;” but have a care you do not trust to
your own righteousness: for if you do, you are gone
for good and all.” Ver. 13, “ When I say to the
righteous, he shall surely live, if he trust to his own
righteousness, and commit iniquity, all his righteous-
ness shall not be remembered ; but for his iniquity -
that he hath committed he shall die for it.”

2. When the sinner once finds that he is forced
to forego all that he hath got already, he then also
sees that there are no hopes for the time to come ; that
he hath no hopes at all of a righteousness by the law;
and this the poor sinner reckons like the putting him
into hell : he is as sorry to part with the rotten props
of his own righteousness, as if the taking it away was
the casting him into hell ; when it is the only way to
save him from it. No man can be a believer on
Jesus Christ, but he that despairs of righteousness by
his own doings. This is the first thing T -would have
you examine yourselves about, What are your seeret
thoughts of the law of God? There is no righteous-
ness can come by it; and that is the excellency of
the law; it is none of the law’s fault, but its glory,
that no righteousness can come by it: it is a rule of
righteousness, but it is no means to confer righteous-
ness upon a sinner. The law can give eternal life to
a sinless man ; but it can give no life to a sinner:
¢ If there had been a law that could havegiven life,
verily,” saith the apostle, * righteousness should have
been by the law,” (Gal. iii. 21) ; r:ghteousuess should
certainly have come that way.
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2dly, Try what your thoughts are of the right-
eousness of Christ. By the righteousness of Christ,
I do not mean his divine excellency, as he is the Son
of God, equal with the Father; nor the excellency
of the man Christ Jesus, on whom the Spirit was
poured forth without measure: but I mean, that
righteousness that this God-man wrought out for us,
as our Redeemer, for our justification, by his life and
death ; this is ealled the righteousness of God, (Rom.
x. 3). And every one may know his state towards
God by his thoughts of this :—every despiser of it is
a stranger to God, and every spiritual admirer of it
is a man acquainted with God.

1. The believer hath high and esteeming thoughts
of it, as an only rightcousness, and as a very glorious
one. Let us compare a little what righteousness
there is, has been, or can be. The first right-
eousness lasted but a little while; that of the first
Adam and Eve; it may be, it was not a day old ;
however, it was a very short one. Now, there is no
comparison between Christ’s righteousness and this :
it is true that this comes the nearest to it ; and the
apostle Paul takes notice of this parallel, (Rom. v.)
The first Adam stood in the room of all his poste-
rity, and they all stood in him, and with him as long
as he stood ; and this was a pretty glorious obe-
dience that the first man performed, and if he had
eontinued in it the time of his trial, it was to
have been reckoned for the benefit of all his pos-
terity ; but it was but the righteousness of a man ; it
was but the righteousness of a creature; it was a
righteousness that would have continued happiness,
but it could bring no happiness to them that had
once lost it. If such a thing could have been ima-
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ginable, that the first Adam had stood, and one of
his posterity had fallen, the first original righteous-
ness would never have been able to have obtained
pardon for that sinning offspring of Adam. But the
righteousness of our Lord Jesus Christ is that which-
brings in a pardon, and a title to eternal life, to
them that had forfeited all. There is another right-
eousness, a little one, hardly worth that name, that
is performed by believers, in obedience to the holy
law of God ; but this comes no way near to it. If we
may speak of the righteousness of the law, that is in
hell. There are some poor creatures that do not
imagine what hell is; they think it is the place
that in all God’s ereation may be best spared ; but
let me tell you, hell is as useful a place as any :—it
is there where the righteousness of the law is pro-
claimed ; every lash that is there given by the justice
of God to the damned, proclaims aloud the right-
eousness and the holiness of the law. But I hope
none will make any comparison between that right-
eousness that the law squeezes from the damned by
their punishment, and that righteousness that the
law found in Christ when it bruised him for our ini-
quities. Every believer hath high thoughts of this
righteousness of Christ.

2. And not only so, but every believer hath ventur-
ing thoughts on this righteousness of Christ: the
man not only thinks highly of it, but he builds upon -
it, and betakes himself to it. The righteousness of
Christ is like a curious ark or ship, whereby all-that
are embarked in it, shall be safely landed in heaven.
- Now it signifies nothing for a poor man to stand
upon the shore, and to commend the ship, and say it
is a brave vessel ; he must get into it; if ever he

HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com



ON GALATIANS. e

hath a mind to escape the destruction of the world,
he must get into the ark, Christ. The apostle hath
an elegant similitude, « By faith Noah being warned
of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear,
prepared an ark, to the saving of his house: by
which he condemned the world, and became heir of
the righteousness which is by faith,” (Heb. xi. 7).
Pray observe, the state of Noah and every man’s state
by nature are alike. God tells Noah, *“ An hundred
and twentyyears hence I will drown this whole world ;
and not a man, nor beast, nor fowl of heaven shall
escape.”  Sirs, it is not so long, by one half almost,
to that time when we shall all be in eternity! An
hundred and twenty years was but a small time to
them, who lived seven or eight hundred years. We
are just in the same case : warning is given us by the
course of nature, and by the word, that in a few
years more we may be all turned out of this world ;
and our dying is of equal importance, as to our eter-
nal state, with Christ’'s coming : what difference is
there if thou shouldst die this week, or if -Christ
should come to judge the world this week ? Thy
eternal state is equally concerned in both. Now,
God tells Noah, “ I have provided an ark for thee :
I will drown the whole world ; but [ will provide an
ark for thee.” But after the man had builded it, he
must get into it, or he could not be saved by it.
Now, here comes in the tidings of the gospel; we
are not bid to prepare an ark, but we are told that
God hath already prepared an ark, his own Son, who |
was hewed and framed by the justice of God, that he
might be made a fit lodging for poor sinners. Now,
the work of all them that would be saved, is to get
into Jesus Christ, and to betake themselves to this
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righteousness, and when they have done so, to rest
quietly there. But yet this righteousness of Christ,
as much as it is, and should be, spoken of in the
preaching of the word, yet multitudes of professors
never once thought of it; they often think we must
be holy, and that Turks understand as well as you;
but pray, how do you think to come by your holi-
ness? Without righteousness? Never man shall
be holy without the reckoning of Christ’s righteous-
ness to him ; without which you can never partake
of Christ’s Spirit to sanctify you. This seeking, and
studying, and framing a holiness, without employing
Christ, doth these two things :—it dishonours Christ
utterly ;—and it renders holiness altogether impos-
sible. It is utterly impossible there should be a
spark of true holiness in that heart that is astranger
to faith in Christ Jesus, Morality and Pagan civility
there may be; but true gospel holiness is a blessed
consequence of faith in Jesus Christ.

3dly, Try your state by your thoughts of the grace
of God; what your thoughts of God’s holy law are,
and what your thoughts of your own righteousness
are:—and then what your thoughts of the grace of
God are. And wheresoever the grace of God is,
there will be right thoughts of it framed in the
heart; and they will be many, and serious, and very
deep, and reverent; for the matter is very great.
What greafer thing can a man be exercised about
than the grace of God towards great sinners? Oh,
what a weighty subject is this for meditation! and
this I dare say, that he that hath but few and mean
thoughts about the grace of God, never had one dram
of the grace of God in himself: for all the grace
that is in believers is but as a little drop from this
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great fountain; and wherever it isreally communi-

- cated, the fountain from which it flows will be

greatly admired. There are a few things concerning
these thoughts that I would speak a little to.

1. See that your thoughts of the law, and of the
grace of God, and of the righteousness of Christ, be
such as are squared with the word of God:—we
must think of these things as God hath spoken of
them in his word : and not frame thoughts to our-
selves, from our own imagination. What saith the
word of God concerning the law, and the righteous-
ness of Christ, and the grace of God appearing
therein ? :

2. Let your thoughts of these things be such as you
have when you are nearest to God. Pray take heed
to this: all that are Christians, understand a little
of this, what it is to be nearer to God one time than
another. If you are true Christians you will know
what this means; if you are not, this direction be-
longs not to you. There are some times when be-
lievers are nearer to God than at other times: and
always, when a man is nearest to God, his thoughts
of the things of God are best :—He would be a happy
Christian that could always retain the same senti-
ments and sense of the things of God that he some
times hath. 'When a person is near to God, and he
hath lifted up upon him the light of his counte-
nance ; when the glory of God appears before the eyes
of a man, what doth the man then think of the holy
law of God, of the righteousness of Christ, and of
the grace of God? Oh, there is nothing else that
makes any considerable appearance in the eyes of
a man at that time! I am very well persuaded that
the most confident pleaders of the cause of self-ri ght-

E
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eousness, the men that plead most for being justified
by the righteousness of the law, if God would but
speak to them, and bring them near to himself, they
would lay their hands upon their mouths and speak
no more. ‘“Behold I am vile,” saith Job, “what
shall I answer thee? I will lay my hand upon my
mouth. Onee have I spoken, but I will not answer ;
yea, twice, but I will proceed no further. I have
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now
mine eye seeth thee, therefore I ablior myself, and
repent in dust and ashes,” (Job xl. 4, 5, and xlii. 5, 6).
—Labour I say to retain the same impressions of
these great things of God that you had when you
were nearest to God.

3. Labour to have such thoughts of the law of
God, and the righteousness of Christ, and the grace
of God, as you find exercised sonlshave. Labour to
entertain the same thoughts of these things, as you
find the generality of exercised souls have. What a
learned scholar saith of these things, is not so much
to the purpose ; for they may mistake in many things:
but what is the current, general sense of all them on
whoge conseiences God ever wrought; in whose con-
sciences there is any light. * What is the general
sense that they all have of these things? Labour for
that. Was there ever any Christian under the hand
of the Spirit of God, that had any difference in this
point? Never one in this world: they all forsake
the law, and despair of life by it : they all commend
the righteousness of Christ, and betake themselves to
it: they all admire the grace of God, and venture
their all upon it. ‘Whatsoever difference there may
be about this or the other ordinance, or in other
lesser things, yet as to those things, in which the
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very nature and heart of the new creature lies, there
is no seruple at all about them.

4. Labour for sunch thoughts of these things as
you know you must have, and will have when you
come to die. Labour for such thoughts of the law of
God, and of the righteousness of Christ, and of the
~ grace of God, as you will have when you come to die.
Dying thoughts are commonly the truest. When a
man is launching into eternity ; when the man hath,
as it were, put one foot off from the shore of time,
and is leaving this world—what a poor mean thing
is this little cottage of self-righteousness? It is as
nothing in the man’s eyes; but that great palace of
the righteousness of Christ, and the great tenor of
free grace, in bestowing it on the unworthy—what a
glorious thing doth it appear to be? Dying people
do not use to brag of their lives and their great at-
tainments: “ Lord Jesus, receive my spirit,” saith
dying Stephen, (Aects vii. 59), “ I am waiting for one
good turn more from Christ. Now, I am dying,
Lord, take my soul.” ¢ Although my house be not
so with God,” saith dying David, “ yet he hath made
with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all
things, and sure : thisis all my salvation, and all my
desire,” (2 Sam. xxiii. 5).

5. Labour to have such thoughts of these things
as all men will have, both good and bad, both on the
right hand and on the left hand of the Judge, at that
great day. The world will once be all of a mind,
that is questionless: in the main things all believers
are of one mind now ; and in the main things all un-
believers are in one mind; and unbelievers reckon
Christ crucified weakness and foolishness; and all
believers reckon him the wisdom and the power of
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God: but when the last day comes, they will be all
- of one mind exactly, both good and bad; they onthe -
right hand, and they on the left hand too. If this
question were to go round to all the miserable assem-
bly at the Judge’s left hand, What think you of the
law of God *'—# Oh! it is a holy, powerful, dreadful
law,” would they say; “we lie under it for ever-
more, and feel the lashes of it.” What think you of
the righteousness of Christ? ¢ It is a safe garment,
happy they that are clothed with it; we have refused
it, and therefore we are destroyed.” The despised
grace of God is there precious to them. We use to
say, “ Trath is the daughter of time:” if I may re-
flect upon the words, “Truth is the daughter of
eternity ;" and this day of eternity will bring forth
truth to all men, as to these three points:—The

Holiness of the law of God—The Virtue of the right-

eousness of Christ—and, The Dominion of the grace -

of God. These are points that all the damned in -
hell, and all the glorified in heaven, will eternally
have the same sentiments of; but with wonderful
difference as to their share therein. The damned
hear nothing but the curse of the law : but it is the
happiness of the glorified in being delivered from it :
“That as sin hath reigned unto death, so grace
reigns through righteousness unto eternal life by
Jesus Christ our Lord,” (Rom. v. 21). The wordsjust _
going before are, (ver. 20), “ Where sin abounded,

grace did much more abound.” There are two great

things that have filled this world :—there were but

two men in it that are worth talking of—the first

Adam and the second ; and if you know these well,

it is no great matter what you are ignorant of. The

first Adam is the law; the second Adam is the gos-
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justify : for these two are contrary, “ As many as
are of the works of the law, are under the curse,”’
(Gal. iii. 10). The apostle Paul was a bold divine; he
‘spoke the truth of God boldly, and cared not what
men thought of it. Had the apostle said, *As
many as break the law, are under the curse,” we
would have thought that pretty tolerable; but
gaith he, “ As many as are of the works of the law,
are under the curse.” Why so?! Because their
works are not perfect; for it is written, saith the
apostle, ¢ Cursed is every one that continueth not in
all things which are written in the book of the law
to do them.” The law curseth every one that eannot
fulfil it ; if a man could fulfil the whole law of God,
and transgress but in one point, yet that one sin
would be condemned by the law, and the sinner for it.

3. No man can be justified by the works of the
law, because every man is a sinner: “ What things
soever the law saith, it saith to them that are under
the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and that
all the world may become guilty before God: there-
fore by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justi-
fied in the sight of God; for by the law is the
knowledge of sin,” (Rom. iii. 19, 20). The question
that the apostle is there upon, is on this point, that
is g0 great a point in the Christian religion, How
shall a sinner be justified before God ? Tt is not how
a holy man may be justified ;—it is not how a man
that never sinned may be justified ; but it is, How
shall a sinner be justified ? a man that is flesh be
justified ! Now, saith the apostle, thereis no flesh jus-
tified in the sight of God.

4. Thelaw knows no mercy. Mercy and grace
belong to another court than the law: “The law
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came by Moses ; but grace and truth came by Jesus
- Christ,” (John i. 17). Condemnation for sin belongs
to the law, but justification from sin belongs to ‘the
gospel. The law hath nothing to do with the one,
and the gospel hath nothing to do with the other.
The law hath nothing to do to condemn them that
the gospel absolves. But you will say, “Is not this
a great fault in the law, that it cannot justify a
man ¥’ The apostle speaks some way like this in
Heb. vii. 18,19 ; though I do believe that the apostle
there rather means the Old Testament dispensa-
tion, than this law, in its more general compre-
hensive sense, that I am now speaking of: « For
there is verily a disannulling of the eommandment
going before, for the weakness and unprofitableness
thereof; for the law made nothing perfect, but the
bringing in of a better hope did, by the which we
draw nigh to God.” Thisis a common thought aris-
ing in the hearts of men, “Is it not a fault in the
law, that it cannot justify a man? Is it not a fault
that the law can send men to hell, but not bring
them to heaven !” Ianswer, No: It is the excellency
of the law ; not its fault, but its glory ; for let us con-
sider a little what the law doth about righteousness.

1st, Thelawdiscovers and reveals a perfect righteous-
ness ; there is no surer, no better rule of righteous-
ness in this world, than the holy law of God : there-
fore, when our Lord is dealing with a poor earnal
legalist, a puffed-up young man, that came to him,
in great haste, with great zeal, running to him like
a man that would be in heaven before any body
else, “ Good master, what good thing shall I do to
inherit eternal life ?"" Saith our Lord, “ You know,
no man can come to heaven, but he that is perfectly
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righteous ; now the only rule of perfect righteousness
is the law of God ; and seeing thou art in the vein
for doing,” “ keep the commandments.” The poor
man, not knowing his own heart, nor the breadth of
God’s law, replies, “ All these things have I kept
from my youth up.” Saith our Lord, “I will prove|
thee a breaker of the law, and a gross one too;”
“ Go and sell all that thou hast, and give to the
poor; and follow me, and thou shalt have treasures
in heaven.” Not that a title to eternal life comes
to any man by giving his estate to the poor; but our
Lord hereby discovers the rottenness of the poor self-
justiciary’s heart, that the man quiekly, before all
the company, discovered that his estate was more
valuable to him than eternal life. Our Lord would
have him give an evident proof, that his heart was
disengaged from the world, and then follow him,
and he should be saved ; but he went away sorrow-
ful, for he had great possessions, (Matt. xix. 16),
There is a perfect rule of righteousness in the law of
God, for the most perfect ereature that ever was:
for sinless Adam in his state of innocency. ¢ The
" law of God is perfeet:” so it is often called in the
word of God.
2d, This righteousness that the law of God dis-
covers, it also commands by its authority ; all manner
of righteousness is commanded by the law of God.
3d, All sin is threatened by the law of God ; yea,
the want of this righteousness which it commands, is
threatened by the law.
- 4th, By the law, the promise of eternal life is made
to the righteous; for the law of God, completely
...consndered hath the promise of eternal life to all the
%ﬁbeyers of it; but never man.shall reach it, because

&
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to die, and, therefore, he must be as good as his
word :—* A body thou hast prepared me ; then said
I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written
of me, to do thy will) O God.” And what was that
will of God? Dying was his will, and the blessed
consequences of it. (Heb. x. 5, 7).

3. It was needful upon the account of the seriptures;
and this our Lord insists on frequently. The serip-
tures of the Old Testament foretold Christ’s death :
there were many predictions and prophecies of it ;
many types and shadows of it; therefore our Lord
tells his disciples: ¢ These are the words that I
spake unto you, whilst I was yet with you, that all
things must be fulfilled which are written in the law
of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the Psalms, con-
cerning me,” (Luke xxiv, 44). And again, (ver. 46),
¢ Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to
suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day.”
There was a necessity of it for the fulfilling of the
seriptures, and, therefore, our Lord rebuked Peter,
when he offered to make a defence for his master :
« How then shall the seriptures be fulfilled, that thus
it must be ¥’ (Matt. xxvi. 54). “Put up thy sword,
man, this is no place for that work: the scriptures
are fulfilling.”

4. There was a necessity of Christ’s dea.th for the
salvation of his people. Their justification and their
salvation were only brought about by the death of
Jesus Christ.

2dly, And that leads me to the second head—
Christ’s death was not in vain: for there was great
fruit and profit by it.

1. It brought in an' everlasting rlghteousness,
which should stand accepted before God: this is
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what our Lord wrought out by his death, foretold
by the prophet Daniel, “To bring in everlasting
righteousness, "’ (chap. ix. 24).

2. There was not only a righteousness brought
in, but by Christ’s death there was a purchase made ;
a purchase of grace and glory for his people. The
death of our Lord Jesus Christ purchased great
things for us, even all things that we enjoy. It did
not indeed purchase the covenant of grace; for the
covenant of grace sent Christ ; but yet it purchased
all the blessings of the covenant; for the grand con-
dition of that covenant was, that Christ must buy
all the good things contained in it by the price of
his own blood. :

3. Christ died not in vain, for his blood con-

firmed and sealed the charter: ¢ This is my blood
of the new testament, which is shed for many for
the remission of sins, drink ye all of it,” (Matt. xxvi.
27,28). Christ’s death confirmed the covenant, and
made it a testament, (Heb. ix. 15, 20).

4. Christ’s death was not in vain, but for great
profit : for thereby a way to heaven was made plain
to believers, a patent way to heaven. How blessedly
doth the apostle speak of this, “ Having therefore,
brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the
blood of Jesus: by a new and living way which he
hath consecrated for us, through the vail, that is to
say, his flesh,” (Heb. x. 19, 20). The meaning is,
his flesh rent ; the consecrating of the way, was by
rending the flesh of Jesus Christ. The righteousness
that justifies us—the blessings that make us happy
—the covenant that secures them—and the way to
heaven, are all by the death of Jesus Christ :—and
they are strangers to all these things, who do not
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know that their way to them lies through this vail
of the slain Son of God. So much for the two ne-
gatives.

Secondly, I am now to speak to the two positives
in the words.

1. That if righteousness come by the law, then is
Christ dead in vain. I have told you that righteous-
ness comes not by the law, and that Christ did not
die in vain. Now, the apostle joins them together,
and shews what a strange aspect they have one upon
another. “If righteousness come by the law, then
Christ is dead in vain.” This is an inference that
will necessarily follow, If righteousness comes by the
law, then Christ died in vain, to work out righteous-
ness ;—if righteousness comes by the law, Christ’s
death was in vain in the main end of it, viz., to work
out righteousness. My friends, I would have you
consider this with yourselves, and this one thought
may serve to rectify many mistakes:—Our Lord
Jesus Christ did not die to make hard things easy,
to make a hard way to heaven easy; but Christ died
to make impossible things certain. He did not die
to. make it more easy to get to heaven than it was
before ; but he died to make certain a way to heaven,
that was émpossible before. * What the law could
not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh,
and for sin condemned +sin in the flesh,” (Rom.
" viii. 8). And again, “If there had been a law that
could have given righteousness, verily righteousness
had been by the law;” (Gal. iii. 21). But because
there was no law that could give righteousness to
man, therefore Christ came to bring about' that
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which was altogether impossible. How unworthily
do they think of Jesus Christ, and the grand con-
cern of his death, that look upon it only as purchas-
ing a new law, whereby men might come to heaven
on easier terms than they could by the old! Christ
came to purchase a new way to heaven: a way that
none could make but he : a way without which none
could ever have come to heaven :—and really (though
I acknowledge that about things unrevealed, and
about the secret things of God, men should be sober)
that notion of the possibility of the salvation ‘of the
heathen, that never heard of Jesus Christ, is con-
demned in this text. If a Pagan that never heard
of Christ, may be saved, then is Christ dead in vain.
If the end that Christ died for, can be reached any
other way, then certainly Christ died in vain. If
the righteousness that Christ died for, could have
been attained any other way ; if the fulfilling of the
law that Christ underwent, in order to this righteous-
- ness; if these could have been done any other way,
Christ died in vain. But these things are not so.

2. The second positive is, That making Christ’s
death tobe in vain, is a horrible sin. The apostle is
here arguing from absurdities; and heargues from two
of the greatest that can enter into the minds of men.
“ If you seek righteousness by the law, you frustrate
the grace of God, and what a wretched ereature is
that! If you seek righteousness by the law, you
make Christ’s death in vain; and can you do any-
thing worse, than to kick against the grace of God,
and to make the death of Christ in vain?’ These
sins are very great. But you will say, Can any man
make Christ’s death in vain? No. No man, nor
any devil neither, nor all the devils together, can
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frustrate the virtue of Christ’s death; it is above the
reach of hell and earth. The devil, and the wicked
world, thought to make Christ’s life in vain, by put-
ting him to death; to put an end to his doectrine,
and life, and disciples, by killing him; and to put an
end to all, by keeping him in the grave: but to make
Christ’s death in vain is utterly impossible ; it is so
certain, so reverend a transaction of divine Provi-
dence, contrived in so much wisdom; that its end
must necessarily be reached. But, though no man
can make Christ’s death to be in vain really—yet,

1st, A man may make it in vain to hémself; he
may reduce himself into the same case as if Christ
had never died. ¢ Behold, I Paul, say unto you,
that if you be circumecised, Christ shall profit you
nothing,” (Gal. v.2). A strange word! ¢ Christ
shall profit you nothing I’ "Was the apostle Paul a
man that preached an unprofitable Christ? No;
but you render him vain, if you seek righteousness
by the law. (Ver.4), “Christ is become of no effect
to you; whosoever is justified by the law, is fallen
from grace.” A justified man by thelaw, there never
was in this world; but the apostle speaks of it here
as supposing the best; supposing they had got all
that they could have devised, for their justification
by the law, supposing that they had obeyed the law
more perfectly than any sinner ever had done, saith
the apostle, “This is all the benefit you would reap
by it, Christ’s righteousness would be of no effect to
you.” A man makes Christ’s death to be in vain to
himself, when he doth not lay hold of its power and
virtue by faith. i

2d, A man makes Christ’s death to be in vain, by
doing all that he can to make it so; though he doth
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will break all the breakers of it. Sin is counted and
charged as a dishonouring of God; and yet the
Lord’s honour is advanced in the ruin of the sinner.

I proceed now to shew you the dreadfulness of
this sin, of doing any thing that hath a tendency to
the making Christ’s death to be in vain. I would,
1st, aggravate this sin in its just measures; and,
2dly, come to the application, and shew how com-
mon a sin this is. It is a great sin to make Christ’s
death in vain, in the way wherein it is practicable,
and in that sense that the apostle here means.

1st, Let us consider God. Whensoever we are to
take the just measure of any sin, we are to take it
with respect to God. This is the grand aggravation
of all sin, that it is against God. When David is
‘confessing, with deep remorse, his vile sins of adultery
and murder, which were sing against his neighbour,
¢« Against thee, thee only, have I sinned,” saith he,
« and done this evil in thy sight,” (Psalm li. 4). Now,
let us consider what this sin doth with respect to God:
and here we must take up some account of God, ac-
cording to the gospel revelation of him ; for as Jesus
Christ is not revealed by the law, so neither is the
sin of rendering his death to be in Vain, aggravated :
by the law as it is by the discoveries made of God in
the gospel. It is a sin against God the Father, and
against God the Son, and against God the Holy Ghost.
~ To make this sin appear in its greatness, first.
it is against God the Father wofully. The greatest
contrivance that ever the infinitely wise God had,
for the glory of his name, was the working out of
eternal redemption, by the death of his own Son, for
a company of lost sinners. This is the chief of the
ways-of God : all things revealed of him, and of his
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counsel, and of his purpose, and of his actions, are

all but low in regard of this; all others are subser-
vient to this act of Divine Providence: this is the
chief of the ways of God. ILet us see what treasures
- of his glory are concerned therein.

1. There is infinite wisdom in contriving a way
that the understanding of angels and men could not
find out, and when it is revealed it cannot be fully
known. It is said concerning the angels, that they
“ desire to pry into those things:” into those things
that the Spirit reveals, ¢ concerning the sufferings of
Christ, and the glory that should follow,” (1 Pet. i.

11, 12). Now, if the glorified angels in heaven be -

students of Jesus Christ, and of the glory of his suf-
ferings, and of the glory that was the fruit thereof,
how much more should men do so! There is a “ ma-
nifold wisdom of God” that shines therein, and is
perceived by and made known to them, “ To the in-
tent that now unto the principalities and powers in
heavenly places, might be made known, by the church,
the manifold wisdom of God, according to his eter-
nal purpose, which he purposed in Christ Jesus our
Lord ;” (Eph-iii.10). Now, wherethe wisdom of God
is s0 much concerned, judge you what a provocation
it must needs be, when foolish man does all that may
be to defeat this wisdom. ¢ Christ as ecrucified,” is
_called “ the wisdom of God and power of God ;" but
unto poor ignorant man he is foolishness and weak-
ness, (1 Cor. i. 23, 24).

2. In this way of saving us by the death of Christ,
there is the great grace and merey of God that he
would magnify. Now, what a great sin must it be
to count all this in vain? “ God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
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believeth on him should not perish, but should have
everlasting life,” (John iii. 16). “ God commendeth -
his love to us, in that whilst we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us,” (Rom. v. 8). And shall this
love be so far despised, as that a man shall endea-
vour to make it be in vain ?
3. This is a contrivance, also, for the magnifying
“the holy law of God. The Lord is so zealous for
his law, that he will part with it for no man’s sake.
He will not abate an ace of the rigour of his law for
the saving of the world; but he hath found out a
way to give the law all its due, and yet to give the
poor sinner all that he needs. This is marvellous:
the law gets all the righteousness it demands, and
the sinner gets all the justification he needs: the law
shall be honoured, and justice shall be satisfied, and
the sinner shall be saved, and not destroyed: “ God
is just, and the justifier of him that believes in Jesus .
Christ,” (Rom. iii. 26).
2dly, This sin is also aggravated, as it is against
God the Son. Let us consider what Christ’s death
was: it was the greatest concernment of a divine
person. It was a great deal better to say, all the
martyrs died in vain: it were a far less sin to say,
as the ungodly world doth, «“That they threw away
their lives, with their folly and preciseness, when
they might have saved them with a word, or a bow,
or a cringe, to the idols of the nations.” It were a
great sin to say so. You know how the apostle ag-
gravates this as a great absurdity, as to the doctrine
of the resurrection: “ Then they also that are fallen
asleep in Christ are perished,” (1 Cor. xv. 18). But
that was a small matter, in regard of making Christ’s
death to be in vain, which was a special concern of a
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saints on earth, and of the glorified in heaven. To
make Christ’s death in vain, would drown all the
music both of heaven and earth. No believer here
could give any praise; and there would be no praises
there. The song of Moses and the Langls rises from
this—the Lamb was slain; “ Worthy i8® e Lamb;
that was slain, to receive power, and riches, and wis-
dom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and bless-
ing,” (Rev. v. 12). They sing that praise eternally,
because they eternally feel the virtue dhis blood.

APPLICATION.—I ‘coﬂ!'e now to make some im-
provement of this point. If it be so dreadful a sin-

» - to make the death of Christ to be in yain, how fear- -

ful a thing is it, that yet this sin is so common? I
know multitudes think themselves as free from it, as
the Galatians, to whom Paul wrote, thought thems

selvés free from the error he charges them with:
but men’s imaginations are no proof of their inno-

~cency. It is here charged upon them that they were ~ .

guilty of it ; otherwise they would not.thus have been
charged, by the Holy Ghost, with the sin of making
Christ’s death to be in vain, as much as man ean do,

and as to themselves. 1 willinstance in a few things, -

~ as proofs of this: :

1st, To begin with that instance in the text, of
«geeking righteousness” by the law :—Whosever
they be that seek righteousness by the law, these
men make Christ’s death to be in vain. If they do
so, “ Christ is become of no effect to them ; Christ
profits them nothing,” (Gal. v.2, 4). “But whoare ‘
these,” say you, “that seek ‘righteousness by the
law?” I might answer this question with.another,
Who doth not ? Every body doth, in one measure or
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another. Seeking righteousness by the law, is when
a poor sinner thinks he can be able, some time or
another, to do that which God will be gracious to
him for: whether it be a work of the law, or a work
of the gogil, it is all one for that; when a man
thinks to d& that for which God will accept him asa
“Tighteous man, and account him no more a sinner—
this is one that makes Christ’s death to be in vain :
forif it were possible that any man could be righteous
before God, B any thing that hefeould do, saith the
apostle, “ Christ is Qa.d in va.m &
2dly, All apostates from' the Christian profession
*  are chargeable with this sin of . making Christ’s death
to be in vain; vand there are not a few of them in
the age we live in. They are so dreadfully painted
forth in the'word of God, that, if I may so say, their
very picture hath scared many an honest heart ;
many honest-hearted believers have been scared
dreadfully with seeing the picture of these apos-
tates. It is said, ¢ They crucify to themselves the
Son of God afresh, and put him to open shame;”
(Heb. vi. 6). “ Of how much sorer punishment,
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath
_trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted
the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sane-
tified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite to
the Spirit of grace?” (Heb. x. 29). These per- .
sons on¢e made a profession that there was virtue
in the blood of Christ; but now they are come to re-
~nounce it. I am truly afraid of this thing ; it hath
often come in my mind: we have a generation
amongst us, that are plagues come from hell; men
called DEIsTS, which is nothing else but a new court
word for an Atheist: and they that are called
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Socinians, which is only a more civil word for a
Turk ; people who do not believe that Jesus Christ
is the Son of God, but only a good man that died at
Jerusalem. They believe not that Christ died for
any other ends than to testify the trutl@of his doc-
trine, and to set us an example to suffer Patiently for
the truth. My thoughts are not only about the
horror of this heresy, that all should tremble at
but my real jealously is, that there are amongst them
not a few that have sinned the sin against the Holy
Ghost ; that have come up to blaspheming the
Spirit of God, and the blood of the everlasting
Covenant, shed by the Son of God. The Spirit of
God hath written their doom, and let the saints
wait in fear and patience, till God execute it: for
execute it he will, were their quality ever so high,
their number ever so great, their wisdom and power
ever so strong. They are combined against the Son
of God, and he will be avenged upon them; and let
the faith and prayer of the saints hasten it,

3dly, All that seek not righteousness, and eternal .
life, through Jesus Christ, and his death, they are
guilty of this sin, of thinking, and counting’ that
Christ died in vain. All that do not seek eternal
life by Christ, are guilty of this sin. And how many
such poor creatures are there, that for as often as
they have read the Bible, and for as often as they
have heard the gospel preached, yet to this day they
never saw any need of the death of Christ for
themselves? They run away with a notion, that it
was needful the Son of God should come into the
world, and die for men; but they were never con-
vineced of this, that it was simply needful for thee, and !
for thy salvation; that unless the Son of God had
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/ come, and laid down his life for thee, thou couldst
not be saved. Every man must be convinced of his
personal need of Christ’s death, that ever expects to
get any good thereby. :

4thly, A great many poor creatures never saw any
glory in the death of Christ. I do acknowledge that
the cross of Christ was the greatest and thickest vail
upon his glory, when he was forsaken by his fol-
lowers ; when he was insulted over by his enemies ;
when heaven and earth forsook him, and hell was
enlarged against him. What was more low than the
man Christ when he died ? Yet, notwithstanding, to
a believer, the great beaming forth of the glory of
God shined in the face of Christ crucified. Herein
shined the manifold wisdom and grace of God. Every
lash, in a manner, that the Father laid upon the Son,
proclaimed aloud the love of the Father, that put
him to that suffering, and the love of the Son that
underwent it. The poor Jews were but sorry be-
lievers (John xi. 36) : when they saw Christ weeping
at Lazarus's grave (although I believe Christ wept
not so much for Lazarus, as in contemplation of the
common calamity of mankind, and it may be, this
was the first grave that ever Christ was so near to in
his life), « Behold,” say they, “ how he loved him !”
Surely, then, Christ’s eross should far more teach us
to ery out, ¢ Behold, how he loved his people!” than
Lazarus's grave, and Christ’s weeping over it, did the
Jews, to say, ¢ Behold, how he loved him!” Christ’s
dying for his people proclaimed his love to them in-
deed ; but yet a great many see no glory in all this.
5thly, Many poor people have no business with
. Christ, about the virtue of his death ; they have no
employment for him about that thing, to have the
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virtue of the death of Christ applied to them for
their salvation. This is that the apostle was so
mighty earnest for, but they have no thought, no
understanding of it: “ That I may know him, and
the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of
his sufferings, being made conformable to his death.”
‘What was this conformity to the death of Christ that
Paul was here labouring for? Was it only wishing
that he was a dead man? No, no; he would have,
and find the virtue of Christ’s death quickening him :
raising him up, and saving him more and more.

I will tell you, there are some things about the
grave of Christ that should make every believer’s
heart to be much about it, and to make us visit it
daily by faith.

1. There the law is buried, there the old hus-
band is laid that we can never be well till we are
divorced from. The apostle tells us several things
concerning this ¢ Blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances, that was against us, which was contrary
to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his
eross,” (Col. ii. 14,15). There were few eyes so good
as to be able to see the condemnation of the law nailed
to the cross of Jesus Christ ; to see sin condemned by
him, as the word is (Rom. viii. 3), “ He condemned
sin in his flesh,” being made a sacrifice for it. There-
fore, when the apostle is, in the 7th chapter of the
Romans, speaking of the difference between the law
and the gospel—between a natural state and a be-
liever’s—he resembles it plainly to this, to the state
of a woman that hath two husbands. The first hus-
band was the law, and a dreadful one it was; ne
fruit was brought forth by that marriage but that
which was unto death. Now, she must be sure that
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this husband be dead before she can be lawfully mar-
ried to Jesus Christ. ¢ If whilst her husband liveth
she be married to another man, she shall be called
an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free
from the law ; and so she is no adulteress, although
she be married to another man.” (Ver. 8).

2. In the grave of Christ, by faith, believers are
to see that their sin is buried. Saith the apostle, « He
hath put away sin by the sacrifice of himself,” (Heb.
ix. 26). .« He put away sin:” he hath so far put it
away, that it shall never rise up in judgment against
any that the virtue of Christ’s death is applied to :
thereupon the apostle grounds his triumph on this,
“ Tt is Christ that died,” therefore the believer can-
not be condemned, (Rom. viii. 34).

3. In Christ’s death there is a charter sealed by
his blood. And how should believers be exercised in
looking to Christ’s death on this account ? There are
many seals to God’s covenant: seals on God’s part,
and seals on our part. God puts to the seal of his
word, and of his oath, and of the sacraments, and of
manifold repeated promises; and believers they put
to their seal of faith. ¢ He that hath received his
testimony, hath set to his seal that God is true:”
(John iii.33). But thebest and greatest sealis Christ’s
death, confirming the covenant. ¢ The covenant was
confirmed before of God in Christ,” saith the apostle,
(Gal. iii. 17).

Lastly, To bring the charge of this sin yet more.
close, even believers themselves are not innocent of
it : not only all that seek righteousness by the law—
not only all apostates from the faith of the gospel—
not only they that seek not righteonsness and life by
the virtue of Christ's death—but even believers
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themselves, are guilty of this sin. There is some- -
thing in their frame that saith, © Christ hath died in
vain.”

- 1. There is conscience of sin arises many #mes
in believers. The apostle, speaking of the Old Tes-
tament administration, finds faunlt with it as defee-
tive upon this account, That it did not make him
that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the con-
science. “They could not make the ecomers there-
unto perfect, for then would not they have ceased to
- be offered; because that the worshippers, once purged,
should have had no more conscience of sins;” (Heb.
ix. 9 and x. 1, 2). Pray observe the scope of the
apostle in both these chapters: he is there telling us
what shadows the Jews had of that grand sacrifice
that was to be offered by the true High Priest, Jesus
Christ, in their daily, and weekly, and monthly saeri-
fices ; but the greatest of all was in that grand sacri-
fice of atonement that was offered up once a-year.
“ Now,” saith the apostle, “ all these sacrifices do
not make the comer thereunto perfect as to his con-
science ;” that is, « they did not deface all conscience
of sin in the Israelite, but there was a secret fear
still that their sin was yet in remembrance before
‘God.” And what is the argument with which the
apostle proves that these sacrifices did not make the
comers thereunto perfect ? Saith the apostle, « It is
proved by this, Because they were so often repeated.”
The daily sacrifice was repeated every day, and the
weekly sacrifice every Sabbath day, and the monthly
sacrifice every new moon, and the yearly sacrifice
once a year, upon the seventh month. “Now,” saith
the apostle, * If these things could have made the
comers thereunto perfect, they would not thus have
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deserve our deep study. But what say others about
Christ’s being the second Adam? We find them un-
willing to speak of it; and when they do, it is quite
alien from the scope of the apostle in that chapter.
Thus to us they seem to say, “ That God as a rector,
ruler, governor, hath resolved to save men by Jesus
Christ : That the rule of this government is the
gospel, as a new law of grace: That Jesus Christ is
set at the head of this rectoral government: That
in that state he sits in glory, ready and able, out of
his purchase and merits, to give justification and
eternal life to all that can bring good evidence of
their having complied with the terms and conditions
of the law of grace.” Thus they antedate the last
day, and hold forth Christ as a Judge, rather than a
Saviour. Luther was wont to warn people of this
distinction frequently, in his comment on the epistle
to the Galatians. And no other headship to Christ
do we find some willing to admit, but what belongs
to his kingly office. As for his suretiship, and being
the second Adam, and a public person, some treat it
with contempt. I have heard that Dr Thomas
Goodwin was in his youth an Arminian, or at least
inclining that way; but was by the Lord’s grace
brought off, by Dr Sibbs clearing up to him this
same point, of Christ’s being the head and represen-
tative of all his people. Now, though we maintain
stedfastly this headship of Jesus Christ, yet we say
not, that there is an actual partaking of his fulness
of grace, till we be in him by faith; though this
faith is also given us on Christ’s behalf, (Phil. i. 29),
and we believe through grace, (Acts xviii. 27). And
we know no grace, we can call nothing grace, we care
for no grace, but what comes from this head, the Sa-
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placesiwhere the gospel hath shined, and these were
called Antinomians, But how unjustly this hateful
name is charged upon the orthodox preachers and
sincere believers of the Protestant doctrine of justifi-
cation by faith only, who keep the gospel-midst be-
twixt these two rocks, is the design of this paper to
discover. 'What we plead for, is in sum, that Jesus
Christ our Saviour is “the fountain opened in the
lLiouse of David for sin and for uneleanness,” wherein
only men can be washed in justifieation and sanctifi-
cation, and that there is no other fountain of man’s
devising, nor of God’s declaring, for washing a sin-
ner first, so as to make him fit and meet to come to
this, to wash, and to be clean.

As for inherent holiness, is it not sufficiently se-
cured by the Spirit of Christ received by faith, the
certain spring and cause of it: by the word of God;
the plain and perfect rule of it, by the declared ne«
cessity of it to all them that look to be saved, and to -
justify the sincerity of a man’s faith, unless we bring:
it in to justification, and thereby make our own piti
ful holiness sit on the throne of judgment, with the -
precious blood of the Lamb of God ?

Though I expect that a more able hand will un-
dertake an examination of the new divinity; yet, to .
fill up a little room, I would speak somewhat to their
Achillean argument, that is so much boasted of, and
so frequently insisted on by them, as their shield and
spear. Their argument is this, that Christ’s right-
eousness is our legal righteousness, but our own is our-
evangelical righteousness; that is, when a sinner is-
charged with sin against the holy law of God, he may
oppose Christ’s righteousness as his legal defence;
but against the charge of the gospel, especially fox

N
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unbelief, he must produce his faith, as his defence or -
righteousness against that charge.

With a great deference to such worthy divines as
have looked on this as an argument of weight, I shall,
in a few words, essay to manifest that this is either a
saying the same in other odd words, that is com-
monly taught by us, or a sophism, or a departing
from the Protestant doctrine about justification.

1. This argument concerns not at all the justifica-
tion of a sinner before God. For this end, no more is
needful, than to consider what this charge is, against
whom it is given, and by whom. The charge is said
to be given in by God, and a charge of unbelief, or
disobeying the gospel. But against whom? Is it
against a believer or unbeliever? and these two di-
vide all mankind. If it be against a believer, it is a
false charge, and can never be given in by the God
of truth. For the believer is justified already by
faith, and as to this charge he is innocent. And

ocence is defence enough to a man falsely cha.rged
bafore a righteous judge. Is this charge given in
agmnst an unbeliever? We allow it is a righteous
charge. Ay, but say they, ¢ Will Christ’s righteous-
ness justify a man from this charge of gospel—unbe—
lief?” The answer is plain. No, it will not, nor yet
from any other charge whatsoever, either from law
or gospel ; for he hath nothing to do with Christ’s
righteousness while an unbeliever. 'What then doth
this arguing reprove? Is it, that no man’s faith in
Christ’s righteousness can be justified in its sincerity
before men, and in a man’s own conscience, but in and
by the fruits of a true lively faith? In this they have
no opposers that I know of. Or is it, that a man
may have Christ’s righteousness for his legal right-
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- eousness, and yet be a rebel to the gospel, and a stran-

ger to true holiness? 'Who ever affirmed it? Or is
it, that this gospel-holiness is that which a man must
“not only have (for that we grant), but also may ven-
ture to stand in, and to be found in before God, and
to venture into judgment with God upon, in his claim
to eternal life? Then we must oppose them that
think so, as we know their own consciences will when
in any lively exercise. These plain principles of gos-
pel-truth, while they remain, (and remain they will
on their own foundation, when we are all in our
graves, and our foolish contentions are buried), do
overthrow this pretended charge. 1. That Christ’s
righteousness is the only plea and answer of a sinner
arraigned at God’s bar for life and death. 2. This
righteousness is imputed to no man but a believer.
3. When it is imputed by grace, and applied by faith,
it immediately and eternally becomes the man’s
righteousness, before God, angels, men, and devils,
(Rom. viii. 33, 85, 88, 89). It is a righteousness that
is' never lost, never taken away, never ineffectual ;
answereth all charges, and is attended with all graces.
2. I would ask, what is that righteousness that
justifies a man from the sin of unbelief? We have
“rejected the imaginary charge, let us now consider
the real sin. Unbelief is the greatest sin against both

+ law and gospel; more remotely against the law,

which binds all men to believe God speaking, say
what he will ; more directly against the gospel, which
tells us what we should believe, and commands us to
believe. Let us put this case, (and it is pity the case
is g0 rare, when the sin is so common), that a poor
soul is troubled about the greatness of the sin of un-
belief, in “ calling God a liar,” (1 John, v. 10), in
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distrusting his faithful promise, in doubting Christ’s
ability and good will to save, in standing aloof so long
from Jesus Christ ; as many of the elect are long in
a state of unbelicf till called ; and the best of believ-
ers have unbelief in some measure in them, (Mark ix.
24). Abraham’s faith staggered sometimes, (Gen. xii.
and xx). What shall we say to a conscience thus
troubled? Will any man dare to tell him, that
Christ’s righteousness is his legal righteousness against
the charge of sins against the law ; but for gospel-
charges, he must answer them in his own name? I
know our hottest opposers would abhor such an an-
swer; and would freely tell such a man, that the
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin : and that
his justification from his unbelief must be only in that
righteousness which he so sinfully had rcjected while
in unbelief, and now lays hold on by faith.

3. But some extend this argument yet more dan-
gerously ; for they say, That not only men must have
their faith for their righteousness against the charge
of unbelief, but repentance against the charge of im-
penitence, sincerity against that of hypoerisy, holi-
liness against that of unholiness, and perseverance as
their gospel-righteousness, against the charge of apos-
tasy. If they mean only, that these things are justi-
fications and fruits of true faith, and of the sincerity of
the grace of God in us; we do agree to the meaning;
but highly dislike the expressions, as unseriptural and
dangerous, tending to the dishonouring of the right-
eousness of Christ, and to run men on the rocks of
pride and self-righteousness, that natural eorruption
drives all men upon. But if they mean that, either
jointly or separately, they are our righteousness be-
fore God; or that, either separate from, or mixed with
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SERMON

HEBREWS XII. 29.

“ For our God is a consuming fire.”—Hgs. x11. 29,

HE transgression of the wicked saith, within the
heart of every man to whom God hath given
spiritual understanding, that there is no fear of God
before their eyes. The formal and fearless approaches
unto the Lord in all his ordinances, which have

mnow become so common among professors, ought

to say to us, that they have but little of ‘this fear.
The beginning, yea, the whole of religion, consisting
in a great measure in this holy fear, and being deno-
minated from it frequently in seripture, it cannot
but be a sad evidence of the decay of religion, when
this fear is so evidently wanting or weak : and there-
fore, to be exercised a little (if we would in the right
manner) in the consideration of this matter, as it is
at all times suitable to them to whom the vitals of -
religion are savoury, so, in a special manner it is per-
tinent for those, who have the solemn ordinance en-
suing™ in their eye and aim.

~ There are three false grounds upon which Satan
and our own corrupt hearts are ready to plead against

* We find in the margin of the original MS,, that this sermon:
was preached April 22, 1669, on the Thursday before the adminis-
tration of the Sacrament. | We learn also in the same note, that this
was the first discourse which the author preached in London,

7
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BB Yioh ‘of the dreadBilness-of God, under the borrowed

term of “a consuming fire.” It is the gracious con--
descending way of the Holy Ghost, in scripture, to
speak of God according to our capacities, and to ma-
nifest him by such names and deseriptions as may
convey to our understandings some sense and know-
ledge of him. By this word, then, we are to under-
stand, that as fire, and a consuming fire, is a dreadful
creature, so when the name of it is aseribed unto
God, we are to take notiee of his dreadful and terri-
ble nature and majesty.

The words then being plain, we shall not stand to
start and raise questions and difficulties from them.

- We have then these instructions from them :

Obser. 1. The Lord Jehovah is a most dreadful and

_termble'God Obs. 2. And that as He is so in him-

self, so this attribute of his doth still continue,
notmthstandmg of a saving and covenant relation
unto him. Both these are in the words themselves.
Obs. 3. This truth hath a great influence, 23 a mo-
tive and aroument, upon our serving of him with
reverence and godly fear. The connecting word ¢ for”
beareth this.

As to the first,—The dreadfulness of God in himself
~——we may well say of this subject, as Jacob of that .
place, ©“ How dreadful is it!” Much of the dread
of it upon the heart, would enable us to speak and
hear of it to better purpose than otherwise we"do.
We shall not prosecute it as a common-place, or
multiply notions coneerning it ; but would plainly and
briefly make it clear from the word. And as the
metaphor here doth evidently point out a relation to -
some object which, as fuel, is in hazard of being de-
voured by this consuming ﬁre, 50, in speakmo- of this
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terribleness of God, we shall prosecute it as relating.
to us. Consider him then, 1st, As in himself; 2d,
In his works ; 3d, In his ordinances.

Iirst, Although every thing in God, (if we may
use the phrase, nothing being in him which is not
himself:) every attribute of God doth demonstrate
this, we shall name but a few :

1. Consider his incommunicable attributes, which
paint forth somewhat of his nature and being—his
infiniteness, absolute sovereignty, eternity, independen-
ey, and inexpressible glory—and we, poor, finite, depen-
dent beings, at the next door to nothing, lately brought
out of nothing by his infinite power, and by the same
every moment preserved from returning into it. This
infinite distance betwixt him and us, will work dread
in every considerate soul. It is a great wonder, that
the whole frame of nature is not swallowed up by the
glory of his majesty. Upon account of this, Abra-
ham dreads to speak unto him : upon this account,
the angels in a holy dread cover their faces ; and Job,

upon a discovery of this, abhors himself in dust and

“ashes : from this it is, that no man can see God and

live; that is to say, a discovery of God in his majes-
ty, is enough to confound a creature into nothing.
“ No man hath seen him at any time,” saith he who
is God—the Holy Ghost. This his glory is light
inaccessible. “ Whom no man hath seen, nor. ean
see”—a strange word ! Light is that which manifest-
eth every thing, and yet, it is a cover unto God from
the eyes of all creatures.

2. Consider the holiness of his nature. < Holy,
holy, holy!” (Isa. vi.; Rev. iv.): «Thou only art
holy,” (Rev. xv. 4). And therefore we, by the un-
holiness and vileness of our nature, our hearts, and
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lives, are upon this account as stubble fully dry
before him. Is it not a wonder then that He, who
is of purer eyes than that he can behold iniquity;
doth not every moment consume us who drink up
iniquity as water ? How can a sinner, then, not fear ?

3. Consider this dreadful and holy One as sitting
in judgment, and exercising his justice in making
laws, and giving sentence against the breakers there-
of. ¢ His eyes behold the things that are equal ; he
sitteth in the throne, judging right.” And here we
are to be considered as breakers of his laws from the
womb to the grave. Oh! how dreadful is this attri-
bute of God ! and how stupid must senseless hearts be !

4, And as this holy just One pronounceth right-
eous sentences, so there cometh next to be considered
his infinite truth in accomplishing, and his irresis-
tible power in executing them. No creature can,
either by subtlety or strength, eseape His hand.

- Secondly, Consider the dreadfulness of this God
in his works.” The very sight of the glory of the
heavens and earth—of the frame of nature, every
way ‘admirable—of his ordinary and extraordinary
works—ought to stir in us a dread of this Ged : his
ordering of all ereatures, his accomplishing of all his
purposes, his maintaining of this All—his sovereign
distributing of blessedness and misery to men and
angels, according to his wise decrees. Heaven and
hell are dreadful things, and should awaken our
hearts to greater fear.

Thirdly, But to come nearer to our present work.
How much of his dreadful glory is to be seen in his -
church, and ordinances in dispensing of them, and
the blessing or curse of them. He is terrible out of
his holy places, (Psalm Ixviii. 35 ; Gen. xxviii. 17).
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In his ordinances this consuming fire draws near
to us, and we to him, though with offers of merey
and salvation; yet to abusers there is a certain fear-
ful looking-for of judgment and fiery indignation,
which shall devour the adversaries. In prayer, we
speak to him. Abraham, and Moses, and Jacob,—
with what fear are theyinthis duty! The prophets be-
gin with this, * Thus saith the Lord,” to strike secure
hearts with some awe of their Master. Here we
hear him speaking to us. Do we communicate 2—
Damnation, judgment, and wrath are then to stir us
up to a careful, heedful way of performing that duty.

But it may be said that all thisis true; but we,
who have a saving interest in this God, need not en-
tertain such impressions. I answer, Happy indeed
are they who upon good grounds can say so! Such,
indeed, ought not to fear to be ever actually destroyed
by this consuming fire. But yet there is a fear called
for from such, and this leads us to the second note.

Obser. 2. Even God in covenant with his own is
a dreadful God, (Deut. xxviii. 58). 'We find such in
seripture entertain the most deep impressions of his
terribleness ; and that is, 1st, Because only such do
know him, and none can know him but they must
fear him. It isa most native effect of a discovery
of God, to have a holy dread and fear of him. ¢ Men
do therefore fear him,” (Job xxxvii. 24). Surely
the want of fear floweth from ignorance. 2d, The
Lord, though in covenant with his people, is still the
same God, and in him are all those things which
move holy fear. It is true that his justice having

‘received satisfaction from their Surety, shall never
break out against them to destroy them ; and that,
upon the account of their covenant-relation unto
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him, they may with comfort and delight travel
through all the attributes of God, even such as are
most terrifying. Yet, notwithstanding of all this,
all those things are still in our covenanted God,
which are the grounds of fear and revercnece. 3d,
And as He is still the same, so we are but very little’
changed, and there is but a little of that removed
that lays us open to destruction from this consuming
fire. It is true that there is a change in the state
of believers in their justification and adoption, which
is a begun change in their natures in sanctification ;
yet still they are creatures—still there is much un-
- holiness in their hearts and lives, and all sin in itself
is equally hateful to God, and contrary to his holy
nature ; still they are under his holy law, and bound
to obedience, though not as a covenant of life, yet
as the rule of their life; still they are in hazard
of his anger (though not as an unappeased enemy,
yet as an offended father), and of the fruits of it,
upon their breaking of his laws. 4th, The expe-
rience of the Lord's people who have felt somewhat
of the wrath of God upon their own hearts for sin
doth prove this, and calleth for fear. Not only at
first conversion, when by a mighty hand He makes
a conquest of them, the design whereof, though it
be great merey and salvation in his heart, yet his
way of managing it towards many proclaimeth that
anger in his face, and strokes in his hand; but after
eonversion, many experiences have the saints of the
dreadfulness of God. It was so eminently with
Dayvid, (Psalm cii. and 1i. 5). The saints have some
attributes of God to move fear and dread, which
others have not: his goodness, love, pardoning and
healing merey, the manifestations of that love and
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merey (Hos. iii. 5, Psalm cxxx. 4),—unto a consi-
derate soul, how ready are these to stir up holy fear
and dread! _

The application and use of this doetrine the Holy
Ghost here maketh, which is our third note.

Obser. 3. The dreadfulness of God ought to enforee
a reverent and holy fearful way of serving him. This
is evidently the scope of the Holy Ghost, in bringing
in this reason to back the former exhortation. So
Psalm ii. 11, “ Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice
with trembling ;” and, in the next verse, it is backed
with the same argument; because there is burning
wrath in him, gross sinners are in hazard of being -
destroyed ; and this is said to be in the Son, the
Mediator>

And in general, this sense of the dreadfulness of
God, calleth for these three things in our way of serv-
ing him.

1. In all our approaches to him, and in all His
approaches to us in his word or works, to have, and
keep up upon the heart, a due deep sense of the in-
finite distance that there is betwixt him and us; and
of his glory and majesty, and our vileness and no-
thingness. We find frequently in Seripture, that the
more near the Lord did draw to his people, even in
gracious communications of himself, the more of this
was upon their hearts. How did the Lord’s conde-
secension to Abraham humble him? How did his
merciful proclaiming of his name to Moses humble
him? So was it with David, (2 Sam. vii. 18). Have
a care that you forget not yourself, when he admit-
teth you to nearness to himself.

2. A second general observation in our way of serv-
ing of him, which this dread should stir us up unto,
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“is, always to approach unto him, and converse with
him, in the Mediator. Without this, there is no
possible escaping of being consumed in our approaches
unto him. This is a blessed act of holy fear, and is
of great concernment unto our safety. Not only in
our first reconciliation with God we must have Christ
with us, but we are to abide in him; to put him on
as our apparel, as our armour to defend from wrath ;
and always to dwell in him, and forhave him dwell-
ing in us. 9

3. In all your worship and walk, be: ‘ especially
of sin. This is the very throwing of\ourselves into

x

this fire. It is sin which mainly m:

any. . {

But before we come to the more particdlar appli-
cation of those truths, we would obviate some objec-
tions that may arise in the heart against them, the
clearing whereof may give some light and under-
standing in the matter in hand.

First, It may be said, that this is legal doectrine,
and inconsistent with that boldness in approaching
unto God, which is allowed unto his own. To this I
answer,

1. It cannot be denied but that such is the weak-
ness and infirmity of the Lord’s people, that it is
hard for them to distinguish the boundaries betwixt
some graces in their actings; so that when the love
and favour of God are borne in with power upon
their hearts, to the filling of them with joy, it is no
easy matter to keep up holy fear in exercise; and
when his holiness and majesty are manifested, it is
hard not to find some abating of love and delight,

1]
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But this floweth from our own infirmity and weak-
ness, and not from any opposition betwixt these two
graces. And the infirmity which is the cause of this,
is twofold: I'irst, The infirmity of grace, and the
weakness of the new man even in the best ; and their
having the old man in some vigour and power yet
remaining. This, as it keepeth the best from such
an intense and vigorous acting of any grace as is
called for, so it disposeth them, to make different
graces to clash one against the other. To instance it in
the particular in hand—when the Lord by the breath-
ing of his Spirit, and the manifestation of himself,
doth draw out the soul to act the grace of holy fear
and dread of God, unbelief, which in some measure
remaineth with the best, is very ready to render that
prejudicial to the acting of faith and love, by misap-
plying of the discovery of his dreadfulness, unto the
stirring up of a doubt of his love and favour unto
such vile ones as we are. And on the other hand,
when he draweth near to fence the soul with conso-
lations, and the sense of his favour, it is ready to for-
get itself, and the sense of his greatness—which
greatness and majesty of his, though they be nothing
abated by his gracious condescension to the soul, yet
is the soul ready to esteem it so, because in a great
measure even the best are ignorant of God. And
therefore it is no wonder, since the best find such a
difficulty in reconciling in their thoughts these attri-
butes of God, which to our shallow understanding
seem different—as his justice and merey, majesty and
love—that it should also be very hard not to make
these graces clash together which act upon these dif-
ferent objects—the attributes of God. But, secondly,
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The infirmity and weakness of our very constitutions

have some influence upon this; for the graces of the

Spirit being seated in our souls, and in the actings of

them the powers and affections of the soul being in-

creased, it is no wonder, since our souls are not capa-

- ble of acting strongly with different affections, nor
able to entertain an impression of fear and dread in
an intense degree, which is not prejudicial unto that
of love and joy,—that even upon this account, we are
in hazard of making the actings of different graces
prejudicial, and in a manner opposite unto one an-
other, = But we shall not stand on this. :

I answer, 2. That there is no such fear of God
called for from the doctrine of his majesty rightly
understood, as is any way legal, or opposite unto
faith and love: for it is deep heart-reverence and
holy awe that are called for, which, as we find in -
some measure in the kindly affections of children to
their parents, is very well consistent with love, and

- trusting them with the care of all their movements.
So also is it very well consistent in the Lord’s people
with faith in, and love unto him. And therefore,
when we read of the fear and fearers of God in serip-
ture, we are not to take it, as holding forth that pas-
sion of fear which is an apprehension of some ill com-
ing ; but rather, this reverence and holy awe, which
may be, where there is no fear of wrath as coming.
And so, here, the serving of him acceptably, with re-
verence and godly fear, upon the account of his be-
ing a consuming fire, though the exhortation, as it
concerns the visible church, ought not to be taken as
exclusive of the fear of consuming by him; (since
many in the church are enemies to God, and so, are
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fulness of God in his dispensations, as were formerly
in the Old Testament, when many immediate judg-
ments were poured out upon sinners.

I answer, 1. Look by faith down to hell, and all
such objections would for ever evanish. 2. The Old
Testament dispensation of the gospel was administered
more in external encouragements and punishments,
and the New Testament in spiritual ones ; and as the
one are more choice and merciful, so the other are -
'ﬁ;_ote terrible. And if we shall compare the one with
the other, we shall find, that it is no less dreadful to
approach unto God in the New Testament ordinances,
than it was in those of the Old Testament. Look to
the Popish church accursed, or the dreadful spiri-
tual plagues that fall on thousands within the Re-
formed churches, and we shall be forced to say, with
the Bethshemites, ¢ Who is able to stand before this

- holy Lord God ?”
But now, to draw some practical conclusions, for a
-~ more particular application of all this: '
1. We see what a doleful condition those are in,
who are not in Christ, and have no saving interest in
. this dreadful God. His holy nature makes him hate
them: his justice pronounceth sentence against them;
‘his trath and power execute it. Every moment's
breath they draw is from his patience. They are
a8 dry stubble before this consuming fire. Oh, if it
-were but believed, what work upon hearts would it
raise !

2. And as it is thus with them, so we should learn
to lament over the sins of the Chureh of God in these
days ; and over our own hearts, wherein are such evi-
dent tokens of the want of, or at best of the weakness,
of this holydvead. I shall name onlysome plain proofs

K 2
t
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do many approach unto God in the sealing ordi-
nance ! Holy fear of receiving unworthily, and the
dreadful plagues that follow upon it; preparation
made conscience of, is not every one’s exercise that
sitteth down at that holy table. And this floweth
from the want of the due impression of this, that it
is one of the most solemn approaches that the Lord

maketh to us, and that we make unto him. If the
fear of taking his name in vain in that ordinance

were upon the heart, there would be seen another

sort of work in preparing for it than is commonly to
be seen.

3. And in as far as heart-exercise may be guessed
at, by the manner of walking and of worshipping God,
we may lament that in all appearance this is in a
great measure gone, and all because of the want of
the due fear of God. And in reference to this, I
would only pose you with these questions, and let the
conscience of every one answer them to the Lord,
who speaketh to them from heaven. 1. What find you
of a constant care of keeping up constant commu-

 nion with God, walking as in his sight, taking his

law for your rule in all your ways? If this be gone,
you are at a great loss: Herein lies a great part of
the lively exercise of religion. Take you godliness
to be no more than an outwardly blameless conver-
sation and frequenting of the ordinances? This is a
gross mistake. 2. If you have convictions of your
- shorteoming, what do you with them ? Do you quench
or entertain them ? Surely the security and sleeping
of many, even within the reach of this consuming
fire, doth proclaim that there is littleear of him :
fear would set us to our feet, and make us haste to
escape. 3. Wherewith do you entertain your affec-
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is yet further seeured by the infinite faithfulness and
power of the Promiser.

2. The Lord commands and allows this improve- -
ment of an interest in him, and commends it when
done. He reveals himself in all his excellencies, that
his people may live upon him, and giveth the pledge
of his promises that they may live by them, and gain
by trading on them. (See Jer. iii. 19.)

Use.—1. Then this interest is of exceeding value,
since it is a relevant warrant for such pleadings.
How would men value such an interest in a king as
might warrant them to ask any thing within the com-
pass of his limited power ? If they that want it knew
its value, they would not live without it ; and if they
that have it knew it better, they would lead a better
life, and a more comfortable.

2. Labour to keep the faith of this clear, if you
would be in a good case for prayer, and prevailing
with God therein. I shall name now only this good
help to keep the faith of an interest clear, and it is,
a constant diligence in the study of walking suitably
to an interest in him. Nay, suppose there were un-
believing doubtings about our interest in him, yet
this care of performing the duties lying on one who
hath an interest, will be found a safe, ready, and
speedy way for putting an end to such unbelieving
debates. As, for instance, suppose thou question thy
interest in God as thy Father, yet study to render
him that love, reverence, and obedience that a child
oweth, and it will not be long a dispute with thee.

Two things may be objected against this practice :
one, against its lawfulness ; another, against the hope-
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fulness of its succeeding. And though it may an-
ticipate what is to be spoken on this purpose, yet it
~ is mot impertinent to the clearing up of this offered
help, especially since we cannot reach the subject at
this time..

First, For its lawfulness. 1. Commands of God
clear it up. Love, and fear, and all due obedience,
are exacted lawfully and by divine authority of them
that are not in a gracious relation to him. All that
the godly ought to do by virtue of their gracious re-
lation to God, the ungodly are under commands to
do them also, though in the due order and method
of divine preseription ; otherwise, want of an interest
in God should be an excuse for the grea.test pa,rt. of
the bold rebellions of sinners against God.

2. Common relations to God exact, as due from
men, the same dutiful behaviour towards God, which
a more special interest hath a more effectual way of
obliging the godly unto. And, therefore, we find the
Lord pressing men to their duty from such common
relations, and the godly making special use of such
sometimes, when a more special interest hath been
darkened, (Job x. 8, 9; Psalm exix. 93) : sometimes
in a holy delightful reckoning of all their relations
to God ; for a wise believer looks on none of them as
contemptible, (Psalm exxxix. 14).

Secondly, For its hopefulness of succeeding to the
clearing up of a gracious interest in God, these things
make somewhat :

1. That walking answerably unto a common rela-
tion or an honest study thereof, can hardly be found
in any who hath not a special interest in God. The
Lord will have a fair quarrel even with them that
have no other relation to him, but as he is their maker
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and maintainer, that they have not duly obeyed him,
(Rom. i. 20, 21). '

2. Commonly the darkness of our knowledge of
our special interest in God proceeds from the feeble-
ness of our endeavours to answer the duties of such a
relation, as the sad experience of many on the one
hand doth confirm it; and, on the other, the experi-
ences of the diligent hand testify, that it was the way
to enrich them with assurance of their interest, as
well as with the possession of other special blessings.
t In handling of the words, we shall first handle the
objection that the prophet’s faith triumphs over, in
itself : and so, the order of our discourse shall be on
these heads—1. The deceased godly are unacquaint-
ed with the state of the survivors. 2. The posterity
of them whose privileges they enjoy, may be very un-
like their predecessors. 3. Convictions of both may
stand with a strong faith., 4. Assurance of a special
interest in God may be attained by the people of God.

Observ. 1. The godly deceased are ignorant of the
state of the survivors. It is said of the wicked, that
they know not the lot of their posterity, (Job xiv.
21). Concerning the godly, the seripture speaks
net expressly. But the truth of this may be con-
firmed,

1. From the silence of seripture about their know-
ledge of affairs done below, which at least should limit
the vanity of men in asserting the contrary as an ar-
ticle of faith, especially, on so fond a foundation as
that « glass of the Trinity” that the Papists talk of,
wherein they behold such things, and for so idola-
trous an end, as the giving them the worship due to
God and Jesus Christ.

2. It may be hinted and guessed at by their happy
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termination, since the seripture’s voice is not pe-
remptory therein, these things we offer to your
thoughts:

1. It is probable that what the saints knew when
in life, of the state of the church and people of God,
they remember in heaven, since it is unreasonable to
think, that by the glorified state of the godly there
is any impairment in their natural faculties, but ra-
ther an increase.

2. They know certainly, that they, and the rest of
the people of God with them in heaven and on earth,
_are not yet full partakers of all the blessings that
their Lord purchased for them; and it is likely that
they want not holy and happy desires of full faith,
for the perfection thereof, both in themselves and
others, and in vengeance on their enemies, (see
Rev. vi. 9, 10); though it be not safe to build doc-
trines peremptorily on such dark prophetic places,
(see Rom. viii. 19, 22); albeit that also is a dark
place.

3. It is not improbable that the bright displaying
of the glory of Christ’s kingdom, in some eminent
acts of mercy to his church, and judgment on his
enemies, may be manifest to them, (See Rev. xviii.
20, and xix. 1, 6, 8), and the way that this hastens
the wished-for day of the Lord. But these are but
conjectures, and as such I deliver them, leaving to
every one a liberty to dissent according as they ap-
prehend the foundation to be weak on which they
are built. But the former grounds against any parti-
cular knowledge of particular persons and states, have
more solidity.

Use.—1. You that have relations whose special
welfare you desire, labour now to know their state,

HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com



ISATAH LXIIL 16. ) 223

and to be helpful to them ; for death will put you out
of the reach of knowing how it is with them, or of
helping them if you knew it.

2. Then look upon your godly friends deeeased as
lost to you, as to any immediate usefulness; their
example, and their precepts, and warnings, may still
have force ; but as to them, you now stand on your
own legs, and want the props of the help and com-
forts of their sympathy.

3. Then learn to lament the more the loss of godly
men. It is a gain to themselves, for they exchange
earth for heaven; a sort of gain to Jesus Christ (if
we may so speak of him), who is our only gain in life
and death, (Phil. i. 21), who gains a glorified holy
member, for a sinful defiled one; a gain to the
church invisible, in that its number is the nearer be-
ing filled up. But to the church militant, it is a loss.
and a considerable one; which should stir us up to
turn our eomplaints into prayers, that God would fill
up the want, by the converting of others, and inereas-
ing his grace on the survivors.

Observ. 2. The posterity of them whose priviieges
they enjoy, may be so unlike their predecessors, as
that they may deserve to be disowned by them:
though Israel be the “ prinee with God,” he might
disown us, as being not Israel, though of Israel. (See
Rom. ix. 6, 32, 33).

In handling of this sad truth, the multitudes of in-
stances of unlikeness will go far to prove it. And this
we shall confirm, not so much from the unlikeness of
Israel or Judah at this time that the prophet speaks
of, but of our unlikeness to our predecessors whose
privileges we enjoy. Amongst these predecessors of
ours, we shall—1. Name the worthies in the text
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cially in polygamy, and in marrying of near rela-
tions. It may be almost said, that uncharitable un-
dervaluing of them on the account of such weaknesses,
proceeding mainly from the ignorance of God’s mind
in them, is a greater guilt in us, than their falling was -
to them.,

6. In general, the church was then a minor, and
in bondage, (Galat. iv. 1, 2, 3).

Our sad unlikeness to them, I shall branch it forth,
first from the two in the text; and then, from- Bome
others elsewhere famous in the word.

Abraham. This is the father of the faithful, ho-
noured with the name of ¢ the friend of God;” whose
children we may be ashamed to reckon ourselves, for
our unlikeness to him,

1. In his faith and confidence in God's promise,
(Rom. iv. 19, 20). His faith was seen in his obe-
dience in going out of his own land, to a strange
country ; in expecting posterity, when, by the course
of nature, it was impossible; in his universal obe-
dience unto divine commands that crossed the pro-
mise. But for us, we are commonly in this case;
1. A promise, with a great prop from sense, is some
stay to the soul, but none without it. 2. Hence is
our obedience as narrow, as our faith is feeble. Let
it not be said that he was sure the promise was
made to him, whereas our doubting proceeds from
our questioning our right'to the promise; for this
is but a delusion of Satan and of our own hearts, as
is proved, first, In that general and unlimited pro-
mises in the word, are as good as the most particular
that can be desired ; and, secondly, The trial, when
seriously managed, will produce a discovery, that it
is the truth of the promise that is the real question

HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com



HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com




HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com




HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com




230 SERMON ON

duty. 4. If we perform the duty in any tolerable
manner, we are satisfied ; but nothing but a blessing
will satisfy him. Oh! who is it that wrestles long,
and gives not over, if it were a whole night, txll he
get the blessing ?

I shall now add unto these two famous instances,
some few things, wherein we are far inferior to the
saints of old.

1. In living as strangers and pilgrims, albeit the
promises of the future life after death were more -
shadowy than they are unto us. (See Heb. xi. 9, 10,
13.) This continued in Jacob (Genes. xlvii. 9), and
even in David’s time, when God’s people were settled
in Canaan (Psalm xxxix. 13, and exix. 19; 1 Chron.
xxix. 15).. But we are as settled inhabitants, with
fond hearts, purposes, hopes, and endeavours, laid out
on worldly things. ]

2. We are unlike them in zeal for God, and his
glory, word, ordinances, sabbath, and worship. How
bitter were their lamentations for the Lord’s with-
drawing ; how bold their testifyings against all courses
of defection from God, often with great danger to
_ themselves! As for us, we are well satisfied with dis-
honour done to God, if there be no real immediate
hurt to ourselves: yea, if our own petty enjoyments
be secured, there is little moan made for the calamity
of others, and the uncertainty of the case of posterity.

3. We are unlike to them in longing for the Mes-
siah’s coming. They longed, watched, and prayed for
his first coming ; but we, little, for his second coming.
Though that degenerate generation amongst whom he
came did not know him,and handled him as a deceiver,
yet many and fervent were the longings of their fa-
thers for him.
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preachers and professors thereof. The Popish doc-

trines then were but a coming to the light, and the

light but a growing for the discovery thereof. 4.The

rareness of the seriptures themselves, which were kept.
from the people by unworthy bishops, and bloody

laws. Yet under all these disadvantages, we are far

outstripped by them,

1. In their stedfast suffering for such truths as
were neither so much cleared up as either they are
now, or as such are which have been the trial of this
generation, neither were always fundamental ; yet
they did adhere to them at all hazards, and many,
to the loss of their lives in a cruel manner.

2. In their great valuing of the smallest means of
grace, even the bare reading of the word. Oh! if
there were such an edge on professors as was then,
ministers would have other sort of congregations to
preach unto.

8. In their honest plainness and sincerity in walk-
ing up to their light. They were not detainers of the
truth of God in unrighteousness, as so many are, who
are owners of knowing heads, and unholy hearts;
heads full of light, but hearts void of true spiritual
- life, and sense, and tenderness. Oh, how many apes -
- are there, and imitators of these worthies in- the
 land! How many counterfeiting their outward car-
riage, while crossing their doctrine; and most pro-
fessing their doctrine, while hating their practice.

One great objection I must remove for the render-
ing this sad comparison the more humbling and con-
vineing, and for preparing our way for application ;
and it is this, That all these predecessors of ours had
singular helps and advantages above us, which make -
the ease very different: As, 1. The Old Testament
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mity with God. This is commonly acknowledged,
and the inference is plain in it, both in its predie-
tions (Rom. ii. 5, 6, 7; 2 Thess. i. 8, 9), and in the
account of the form of the judgment to come, (Matt.
xxiv. 34, 41, 46). That there are but two is also
evidenf, both from the scripture’s silence of any
others, and the peremptoriness of the grounds of
men’s being determined and sent to these, even as
they are found in the first or second Adam. That
they are different states, is commonly acknowledged,
yea, the difference is vast, and greater than being and
not being.

Uskt.—This plain truth calls more for application
unto consciences, than any great pains in informing
the mind about it. This calls for,

1. Frequent and serious meditation of it. Men
think often too much on any change in their condi-
tion, if it be but probable, whether sad or joyful ;
but this eertain and great change hath little room
inyour thoughts. You sometimes want matter of
meditation: here is that which may still be fresh—
a great, certain, speedy, eternally-lasting change that
is to pass upon you. Suppose a great prince is send-
ing for you all, to carry you into a strange land,
where some of you shall be miserable slaves, and
others advanced to great state and dignity,—if I may
‘thus allude to the proud king’s commission. (See
Isaiah xxxvi. 16, 17.)

2. Undervaluing, and thinking little of your other
present states. They ave all but trifles in comparison
of this. Present states are but small, future are un-
certain. It is sadly strange, though very common,
to see people living in this world as they were never
to leave it, and minding a future state as if they will

Q _
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never be in it—so common is it to see gross unbelief
veiled with fair and full professions of belief.

3. In thinking which of the two shall be yours.
If there were many, or if the difference between the
two were small, this meditation were the less needful :
but now it is so necessary, that, indeed, it is insepa-
rable from the real and serious belief of the truth.
To help you in this,

Observ. 2. There are two different ways wherein
all men walk toward this different state. We shall
ot urge any difference between the way and the
- gate, since the words are parabolical, and the inquiry
- .geems neither sober nor profitable. One way leads
not unto both, or either. The ways are as far differ-
ent in their kinds as the states are in theirs; yea, th_e
difference is that of contrariety and opposition. Not
to speak of the difference named in the text, reserv-
ing it unto the particular notes, but of that which is
~ proper and elsewhere in the word—ways are distin-

guished mainly thus, 1. From that which the walker
~ leaves; 2. That which he aims at and approaches
to—as is known in familiar talking of such things.
Now, these ways differ in both exceedingly. He that
walks in the way to life, leaves sin, the world, and its
vanities, and draws near unto God, pursues after ho-
liness and communion with God; the other walks,
by a leaving of God more and more, for, being born
with his back towards God, though he be often called
on, he returns not, but goes on in pursuing after
vanity and a happiness in somewhat besides God.
(See Heb. x. 38, 39.) So that the ways differ exceed-
ingly, not to speak of the different rule by which they
walk, and other differences handled from Romans
viii. 1, 4.
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Only take 1t in a few plain words—1. The godly
man’s way is in a course of communion with God in
Jesus Christ; the wicked’s way is in estrangement
from him: this they love and pursue, (1 John i. 3;
Psalm Ixxiii. 25, and xvi. 7, 8). 2. The one, in a
study of conformity to him in holiness; the other, to
a eonf(')rmity unto the world in vanity, (Rom. xii. 2).
‘3. The one, in a way of faith and trusting God ; the
other, in unbelief, and resting all upon the force of
sense and reason. Now, that these differ, is no ques-
tion, and that there are no other ways wherein men
walk, but in one of these, is evident. 'What may be
said of infants, and such as are without the church,
is another question, which belongs not to our purpose.

UsE.—But here comes the most needful question,
Which of these ways do we walk in? We cannot
walk in both, no more than be in both states here-
after. To enforce this, : :

Observ. 3. It fares with men as to their endless
state, according to the way they take and walk in
now. This is already cleared in its grounds and
proofs. (See Rom. ii. 5, 6, 7.) It is not more un-
suitable unto God’s goodness and faithfulness to send
a holy believing soul into hell, than it is to his holi-
ness, justice, and truth, to bring an unholy unbeliever
to heaven. So that here, the gate is shut by dread-
ful bars against the presumption of the unholy man,
and is shut in merey against the fears of a holy ten-
der believer. You may then hence know what shall
be your future state, if you can find out your present
way.

Observ. 4. There is a great difference betwixt the
numbers of the walkers in these different ways.
There is a great train in the one, and but a few in
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the other, as is commonly testified in the word; yet
is this to be understood only comparatively, for even
the godly, considered by themselves, make up a vast
multitude. (See Rev. vii. 9.) And, that we may
consider this first as a caution of the other, these
things shew that they are a great number who enter
into life:

1. The price that was laid down was surely for
some considerable purchase—that though there be
still an infinite disproportion between the infinite
price and the purchase, yet, surely, it was laid down
for the remission of the sins of many.

2. Of this sort have some been in all ages since
richteous Abel ; since men began to * call upon the
name of the Lord,” (Gen. iv. 26), wherein Adam
himself hath been priest and prophet, to this day
have there been always some walking in the way to
life.

3. Consider what a great harvest was gathered in
after that blessed heat and rain of the Holy Ghost
on the apostles, so that even of the Jews (Acts xxi.
20) there are many thousands, and many more of the
Gentiles.

4. Consider what a great cloud of witnesses for the
truth, by sufferings, there has been in many ages and
countries, even of sufferers unto death, of whom all
charity commands to believe, that they entered into
life, a.ccordmg to Christ’s promise made to suﬁ'erers
for his name’s sake.

5. Consider how largely the gospel hath been spread
by the merey of the Lord’s blessing on his servants.
See but of one man (Rom. xv. 19). Even in the
apostles’ days, the church was greatly spread; and
more, thereafter, throughout all the Roman empire,
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a great part of Asia and Africa. And this sheweth
there were great numbers, in that days of the spread-
ing of the light of the gospel, use to be times of its
power ; and that the Lord still hath some to gather
in, or ripen, where it is continued.

And particularly as to the place of the world we
live in, if we consider, 1. The long time the gospel
hath been amongst us; 2. The many rich gifts he
hath bestowed on his servants; 3. The rare acts of
providence in preserving, as well as in bringing in
the gospel amongst us; 4. The multitude of profes-
sors tolerably blameless; 5. The many godly parents
that have a godly posterity, as a witness from heaven
against the men who say that children are out of
God’s covenant, and deny the duty of instrueting
them; we may safely conclude, that there is a con-
siderable number in the land that shall enter into
life, as there are many already entered therein,

Having thus cautioned this truth, we shall now
confirm it in that only sense wherein it is true, and
wherein here it is asserted : and it is observable, that
it is commonly spoken by way of comparison, as here,
either with them that perish, or of the sincere with
hypoeritical professors, (Matt. xxii, 14, and xx, 16).
And though it be commonly acknowledged, yet be-
cause it is not duly pondered, we shall lay forth the
truth of it before you from these considerations.

1. Consider what a vast multitude is deprived of
the very means of the knowledge of the way to
heaven. Alas! the Bible is in but a few languages.
Many millions of sinners have never heard Christ’s
name, and never had the messengers of peace pro-
claiming salvation to them in his name. A subject
of very sad meditation is this. Many worshipping
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sun, moon, and stars, and the devil himself in a visible
and deformed shape—their case is hopeless, and so
hath it been for many generations, and likely so to
be, till the Lord wonderfully appear for their deli-
very from the snare of the devil.

2. Consider what a great number of those that have
any thing of the means of salvation, have them so
mixed and corrupted, that there is little success, and
little hope thereof. These corruptions are, 1. In
doctrine ; where, as Paul speaks, they corrupt the
simplicity of Christ’s gospel by their human inven-
tions ; as the Popish church, which has the Bible,
but bound up from the people; Christ as Mediator
preached, but saints joined therein with him ; justifi-
cation by faith, but by conjoined works; hell and
heaven taught, but purgatory added thereunto.
‘Now, where such doctrines are taught, there is little
hope of any sound conversion to be wrought thereby.
2. Corruptions in worship, which when great, render
it altogether unacceptable. Prayer is offered unto
God, but through idols; sacraments are lamentably
corrupted, and mutilated, and clouted with men’s
foolish inventions; and that of the Lord’s Supper -
turned into the most abominable and ridiculous ido-
latry in the world—to worship a bit of bread, and im-
mediately to eat it, and yet, that, as the real substan-
tial body of Jesus Christ. Now, what hope is there
of any communion with God, or communicatiorr of
grace from Christ, in such ways of worship? Be-
sides, their public prayers and service in an unknown
tongue, and thus, the common people are deprived of
the hearing of the word read, which in such a case,
is more valuable than all their preaching. 3. Cor-
ruptions in government and discipline, which in this

HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com



MATTHEW VIL 13, 14. 247

case of the Papists are so great, that they render
their salvation yet more hopeless : As, 1. The whole
frame of that Babel stands upon the pretended infal-
libility of their church, which is the very root of that
wicked kingdom. And this being more carefully
taught than any of the fundamentals of religion, and
easily believed by a people nursed up in profaneness
and ignorance, and in natural carelessness about their
salvation, makes their case very dangerous. 2. Their
wicked Hierarchy, or Satanarchy rather, is very dan-
gerous to souls. By this, the priests rule over the
consciences of the people, and bishops over the
priests, and the Pope over the bishops—and thus
he becomes indeed the son of perdition, yea the
cause and father of the loss of many souls. 3. Their
damnable devices of satisfaction for sins, and indul-
gences for sins to come, and thus they make merehan-
dise of souls, in a more gross manner than is to be
found in any religion in the world. This hath these
pernicious consequences : 1. It looseth the reins unto
profaneness; 2. And leads men into the natural sin
of hypoerisy and feigned shows, of devised and im-
posed duty, instead of true and real holiness; 3. And
leads away from Jesus Christ, and brings them to
depend on self-justification. In a word, it is a reli-
gion framed by Satan and wicked men, to answer a
carnal heart’s desires to the full, and is indeed a sor-
cery, and a most prevailing one, (Rev. xviii. 23).
And the judgment is: “ If any man worship the
beast and his image, and receive his mark in his fore-
head, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine
of the wrath of God which is poured out without
mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall
be tormented with fire and brimstone, in the presence
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of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb,”
(Rev. xiv. 9, 10).

3. Consider that where the truth is in some good
measure purely delivered as to the matter, there are
but a few that are ministers of the New Testament
indeed, full @f the Holy Ghost, and bearing their
Master’s image, and going at his call, and feeding in
his name. And though conversion doth not necessa-
rily follow on a minister’s godliness, and his lawful
call, yet commonly there is little success where there
is such a carnal ministry, as that place (Jerem. xxiii.
32) holds forth in some degree: ¢ Behold, I am -
against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the
Lord, and do tell them, and eause my people to err
by their lies, and by their lightness; yet I sent them
not, nor commanded them : therefore they shall not
profit this people at all, saith the Lord.” Thisisa
blessed appointment of Jesus Christ, and of absolute
necessity to the well-being of the church, and of con-
stant continuance therein, (Ephes. iv. 12, 13, 14),
and it is highly to be esteemed. But there is no rea-
son ‘that the honour of the office should cover the
fault of them that are clothed with it. Faults that
cannot be hid, that are plagues in many ministers
throughout the churches, are, 1. Undertaking the
work, and setting themselves in the way of prepara-
tion unto it, without any call from God, or spiritual
sanctifying impression which might conclude a call.
2. Studying of human learning for the increase of
gifts, rather than studying true conformity to God in
holiness, which is a great qualification. Hence is it
seen, that the most learned, and men of greatest
gifts, have least or no grace; though sometimes it
be otherwise, to testify, that learning and grace are
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not ineonsistent. 3. The much mixture of man in
the dispensing of the gospel, (1 Cor. i. 17, and ii. 4),
so that preaching, by many is done as a proof of their
parts and learning, rather than the pure and lowly
mean whereby Christ hath resolved to save believers,
* 4. The little standing in God’s counsdl, and acting
with a dependence on him, and the influences of the
Holy Ghost, which is a cause of much sad work,
(Jer. xxiii. 22). &

Now, all these faults in ministers have these pre-
judices attending them as to the people: 1. Some
* from the evidence of these things have rejected the
ministry, and spoken evil of it,—a great sin, though
it is sad that they should have such a temptation;
and which is more pernicious to them, do join them-
selves to such in whom greater faults are to be found.
2. The Holy Ghost works not, or rarely, with their
ministry, but in justice withdraws, when he is not em-
ployed nor depended on more than he may and ought
to be by any godly man in any employment of the
mind. 3. And even these workings are not missed
by people; but as such ministers come in their own
name, so the people hear them as such, and never
inquire after more than what is man’s therein ; and
instead thereof, have their heads stuffed with notions,
and knowledge sometimes inecreased, and affections
tickled by some human devices and flashes of wit,—
which things are mighty pleasing to a carnal heart,
both to give and take, both by precept and example.
4. And such earnal ministers usually lead the people,
both by precept and example, into such a sort of
practice of godliness as is found with themselves ; for
ordinarily, except where the fear of God overawes,
or where a man is gross in his walking, no man will
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deliver such a frame of practical godliness to others
which is cross to his present attainments or resolu-
tions at least. But of this more fully, when we
speak of ourselves and our own case.

4. Consider, besides all these things, and though
all these were removed, how small a number of
them that have the gospel purely preached, and by
faithful ministers, do profess any thing; I mean, do
not so much as take on an honest-like name of
Christians. Few will be found, if you search them
out wisely ; and that will be by searching after their
professed obedience to law and gospel. 1. By the
consideration of the law, many sorts of hearers are
visibly cast out. To begin with the third command-
ment, all swearers and forswearers, that commonly
and fearlessly take his dreadful name in.vain, are
out of the way of professors: all sabbath-breakers :
all eminently unfaithful in their relationship, and in
the duties thereof : bad husbands, wives, parents, chil-
dren, masters, servants: all hearts misordered, and
persons under the prevalent power of passion, malice,
and envy : brawlers, chiders : all unelean beasts, that
burn in their filthy lusts, though in the heart only:
all thieves, extortioners, and such as get unjust gain:
all noted liars, that make no conscience of their
words, especially in backbiting and speaking evil of
others: all covetous persons. 2. As to the gospel,
they are not, to be reckoned professors who give any
visible token of contempt and despising of its minis-
try, and turn away their ear from hearing the word :
who are openly negligent in performing the duties
which are required of them, as family and secret
worship in prayer, and reading God’s word : whose
conversation is nowise influenced thereby as to any
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change, but who live just as if they were under heath-
enism.

5. Consider how many professors who are not
guilty of any of these gross evils, yet have a tainted
profession. I mean, in such spots as observers may
perceive as evidences of their unsoundness. Many
such things there are. A temptation suitable to
their corruptedness coming, is welcomed by many, as
the thirty pieces by Judas: a trying time, when suf-
fering for the profession cometh, and then are they
burnt up by this sun.

6. Consider how many untainted professions are
unsound before God. When trials are not great,
unsound professors may rub them out : when tempta-
tions are not strong, common restraining grace may
prevent their being carried away who yet may be
heart-workers of iniquity, and may be dust in God’s
balance, though all the world besides cannot see
their lightness. This sad truth should not be im-
proved into an uncharitable censoriousness of others,
but to a jealousy over ourselves, and a belief of this
grave truth, that few enter into life.

And as I brought the caution of the truth home
unto ourselves, so shall I also in this, and shew you
on what considerations it is evident that there are
few comparatively that shall be saved in this land,
and who walk in the way to life. And in this I shall
use such freedom as, I judge, becomes an ambassador
of Jesus Christ.

Consider, 1. How evidently the multitude walk in
the way of profaneness, which leads to hell. He is
a stranger to England that is ignorant of it. Now,
how many thousands of such there are, would be
' found no easy Work to reckon. Such all carry the
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brand-mark of the devil. This profaneness prevails
generally in some places, and too much every where.
London may be a seantling of this.

2. Consider how many souls are poisoned and
murdered by their teachers. Not to speak of the
Papists, who in England are in a far more hopeless
case as to s@lwation than if they were shut up in
cloisters in Spain or Italy ; neither need I speak of
the gross errors and damnable heresies that many
are fed with unto destruction ; neither shall I name
any party. But in general, whoever are fed with
doctrines contrary to those foundations, and drink
them in, must certainly perish :—1. To the doctrine
of the Trinity of persons in the unity of the God-
head. 2. To the incarnation of the Son of God. 3.
To the satisfaction paid to justice forsin. 4. To the
justification of a sinner by a believing laying hold of
this satisfaction. 5. To the authority of the written
word, both in revealing truth to be believed, and pre-
seribing duty for practice. But I would speak ra-
ther of such teachers as have the greatest multitude
committed to their charge, and the main allowance
in the time for the discharge of their calling; and T
do it not out of reflection on them, nor out of par-
tiality, but from a real compassion on the perishing
multitude of this nation, and to stir you up unto the
like sense, and to pray for the Lord’s pitying them.

And of them, without any breach of charity it
may be said, 1. As to their persons; 2. And then,
their way of ministry.

1. As to their persons, which is very considerable
for misleading the hearers. 1. The generality of
them know not God, nor his Son Jesus Christ, in any
saving experimental way : they walk not with him,
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nor have his image on them. Tt is a greater matter
to know God savingly, and to have real acquaintance
with him, than is commonly thought. Their com-
mon, carnal, and earthly mindedness, and walking
after the flesh, doth sadly prove it.

2d, They run unsent. How few have a real call
from Jesus Christ, to dispense his word and gospel.
Their way of entering by simony and unlawful means,
and into the rooms of faithful believers ; their evi-
dent caring for the fleece rather than the flock, doth
sadly shew it. |

3d, They are generally insufficient and unable for
the work they pretend to be about. The sufficiency
of several is no cover for the lamentable insufficiency
of the generality.

4th, They are generally negligent in their calling.
Though in these parts, on obvious accounts, there is
some more diligence in preaching, yet there is little
of this through the land. And as for the Noncon-
formists their neglect of this, their case varieth, for
the generality of their hearers are an uncertain com-
pany, that scarcely look on those they hear as their
pastors.

2. As to their ministry, we may find, besides what
is hinted, these things, which are very dangerous to
souls. There are those errors commonly taught,—1.
That people are regenerated in baptism. 2. That
such as are obedient unto the church are all good
Christians, and accordingly are spoken of, in life and
after death ; which is a marvellous hardening of the
wicked. 3. Speaking evil of strictness, and precise-
ness, and spirituality, when they do so of them that
study the same, who are generally neither lovers of
them nor beloved by them. Now, who can tell the
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pernicious consequences of such doctrines, which,
alas! are to be read off the conversation of the gene-
cality of their hearers? 4. For worship, fopperies,
and mocking of religious worship; and mingling
many human devices, and symbols, and badges of
conformity with, or inclination to, the Mother of
Harlots, especially in their prayers and sacraments.
All which shew that it is no wonder that we con-
clude the generality of England’s inhabitants to be
in the broad way to hell.

Consider, 3. How many that have escaped these
evils, and are some way clothed with a profession of
the faith of purer doctrine and practice, of purer
worship, are yet sadly unsound at heart. The evi-
dences given in the general may be here particularly
applied for confirmation of this truth as applied unto
us. I shall add a few more.

1. How many ignorant ones crowd in amongst pro-
fessors, that are ever learning, and never come unto-
the knowledge of the truth. 2. How many perishing
-ander secret, lusts, as secret leaks in a fair-like vessel,
which appear most in a storm. 3. How many carnal
compliers with every wind of temptation, with every
- turn and change—men that count gain godliness, and
hardly can be persuaded of the lawfulness of any
course that may expose them unto suffering ; and re-
solve still to save their stake, be the game played as
it will.

In short, the characters of godliness in the word,
agree unto a very small number; so that select and
sum up from all, and you may see that the saved, in
comparison of them that perish,.are very few.

Use.—Lay aside any deceitful prineiple about the
multitude of the saved, and be no more confident
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upon the same ; but exercise jealo" the more, and
search more.

Observ. 5. The difference of the numbers of them
that obtain these two states, is because of the differ-
ence of the ways that lead thither. All that know of
life and destruction, desire the bet d to escape
the worse. But their hinderance is, fference of
the ways. The way to destruction is open, broad,
and easy; the other way to life is strait, difficult, and
narrow. Of the particular properties of the two
ways, we shall speak afterward, if the Lord will.
Now only of this general : If the way to life were as
sweet, and safe, and taking with flesh and blood, it
would be filled with travellers: but it is not o, and
as we shall hear, cannt be so. Let us then lay this
to heart, that it is men’s unwillingness to meet with
labour and difficulties, that discourages many—it is
their being bewitched with the present ease of a sin-
ful path. Admire, then, the folly of mankind who are
thus taken with the circumstances of the way when
the issue and lodging-place are so far different.

L4

SERMON II.

“ Enter ye in at the strait gate : for wide is the gate, and broad
is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go

in thereat : Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”—MAar. vir. 13, 14

ETERNAL concernments are so weighty in them-
selves and of so near importance to every man, that
nothing can be a greater kindness, than to give real
help and warning hereabouts * But through men’s

P\
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unbelief, it is thnonly little valued, and, little im-
proved. '

Having-already given you the genéral truths hinted
in the words of my text, we shall now enter upon the
particular handling of these words. And they afford
to us these , as the subject of our exercise :

1. Tha]‘ay to heaven is narrow and strait,
and to hell™®Foad.

2. It is the Lord’s will, that men should walk in
the narrow way.

Of the first of these—that ‘the ways to heaven and
hell are greatly different, not only in their issues,
but in the paths themselves—in handling of this, we
shall shew, 1. Why the one is called Life, the other
Destruction : 2. Why the cogrse that leads thither,
is called a Way : 3. Shew the different properties of .

~ these two ways.

First, Of the different ends : -—-Hea%en is galled life,
not only from the common signifying of all happiness
by the term Life, but because it is the thing pro-
mised in the first covenant, (Gal. iii. 12) albeit now

~ attainable only by the second and betteér covenant:
- and because it is truly life, in &’mpa,rmw it W1th
present life of nature. - .

1. Compare it with the life of nature; ﬂlIS union
of soul and body in a tolerable harmgny. 1. This
life, at best, is a moving towards death. , Man is on
a journey from one grave to another, fgom one wemb
to another, in our common mother the earth. Life
now is but asa candle: whileitis burning, it i§ wasting.
There is no such thing in heaven. There, time ig
concluded ; eternity is the only period (and this con-
cludes all periods) of its duration. 2. This life,
even though it wanted®this period, hath many mise-
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ries in it, that take away its deserviig such a name;
such as, its sorrows, crosses, (Rev. xxi. 4, 5). 8. One
generation thrusts another away. Life is.now a flit-

- ting moveable : the fathers must give place to their

chlldren, and they to theirs. In hea.ven' rge is ne
such thing, '

2. Compare it with the life of gor ‘that new
life that the Lord by regeneration in his chil-
dren. That life is but a life of preparahon unto this
in heaven, as the child in the womb is to his coming
into the world. Its best is but an earnest of what
is possessed fully afterwards.

3. It wants not its own twmges, and faintings, a.nd
swoomng fits ; many spiritual diseases there are in
the regenerate, besid 1 their hard work Yet it

- is more deservedly called life, if compared with the

L]

other,

. The state c:tfl men in hell is ealled Destruetion, the
most terrible name of any evil :—not a destruction
of their being, norof their sense of a miserable being ;
tlese are preserved nor of any evil thing in them ;
all of this sort remains. But it is called thus, 1.
Because there is a peTfect and full removing of every

tling that js really comfortable unto them ; it reaches

both soul and body. 2. Every evil thing is present
—evil compgny, an evil place, an evil and miserable
condition ; suniversal torments in soul and body of an

.. eternal endurance, without ease.

g Ere we proceed, we shall apply this into your con-

sciences.

Believe both firmly. Do you believe the sad state,
as well as the joyful one? It is men’s self-love
that makes them more ready to believe the great

: . R
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things of goo‘han evil, as deserved in spiritual
matters ; when yet, in other things, it is more ordi-
nary to do the contrary. This great truth of the
greatness of heaven’s happiness is best believed, when
these things have their due weight with the soul:
1. The faigilness of the promises. 2., The spring
and end'that free grace may be glorified.
3. The w of Christ’s purchase, and the price
paid forit. 4. The aspiring nature of the new life,
like an infant framed to live in a more open place.
5. The greatness of "the tastes and earnests of it got
in this life. '

As to hell in its greatness of misery—when, 1.
The faithfulness of the threatening and threatener;
2. The design of the threateffgpr—the glory of his jus-
tice ; 3. The deserving of sin, which the knowledge
of the greatness of the party offended, and holiness of
his law broken, do mightily shew; 4. The first fruits
of this, in horror of confusion, and rage against God,
and his law, and holiness, in some of the wicked—
when these things are duly pondered, then may men
attain the faith of this. Believe them—for as they
are the main principles of your religion, so are they
of most effectual influence upon men’s hearts and
lives, when the faith of them is once well digested.
The true belief of these plain propositiens commonly
professed will produce a deep impression, a high es-
teem, and due exercise about those ‘things; which
may serve as marks of your faith.

1.~Time, precious time, and especially, time under
the gospel :—that is the only thing between us and
our eternal lot ; precious for its use of preparation for

it, and for divine long-suffering acted on, and in
l \ '
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time. It should be redeemed by '-I;mny, well im-
proved by others; and it may be holily wearied of
by others, whose hope is lively.

2. God's favour in Christ :—how should this be
esteemed, prayed for, and praised for, and tha.nkfu]ly
kept : this is our right to happiness. '

3. Holiness and sin :—how should '
change in reference to these, which
those great and different states.

4. This life and all its concernments -—tlus faith
would make us go up and down,*as unconcerned how
this world goeth ; likea man carried in a vessel over
the seas, travelling to take up an abode for all his
days, is not concerned in learning the art of sail-
ing, which others thaf intend to live on and by it
will do.

I leave it with these few notes: 1. Tt is the great-
est difficulty in religion, to believe firmly these things.
2. The greatest advantage to a believer in his walk
and exercise, is from the belief of them. 3. The
greatest and most common cheat in religion, is about
the pretended and alleged faith of them.

The second thing to be handled is, the term of
“ the way,” and “ the gate,” applied unto that course
and exercise which the Lord hath appointed for
going to heaven, and for those which men walk in to
hell.,

This way of expressing, not to urge it too strietly,
holds out to us, 1. That these different practices of
godliness or ungodliness (for so shall we call them,
until we determine them more particularly), have
these different states as their end: they lead to them,
as a way doth unto some place, from which it gets its
name of such a way. So, ungodliness is the way to

\ -
affections
e v'ra.'ys to
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destruetion, 1. By threatening from God. 2. De-
sert in itself. . 3. And it is a sort of earnest of it:
There are begun degrees of destruction in the ungodly.
Godliness is the way to life, 1. By promise; 2. Fit-
ness and meetness for it, (Col.i.12). 8. It is also

an earnest of glory.
2. Tha is labour and travel requisite in

walking in them. Whenever you hear of a way, you
hear of what Jmphes travel. It is true, there is great
difference in ways, and in the manner of travelling, as

it is here ; but even the wicked want not their pains
in the way.

3. Travelin it must be progressive. He that walks
in a way, and goes not forward, doth nothing. In
the way to heaven, some are farther advanced than
others, and at some times more than others. And so
it is with them that walk in the broad way : sometimes
they may be not far from the kingdom of God, and
sometimes at hell’s mouth.

4, From the term “ gate,” we learn that there is
an orderly and methodical entering on, or finishing
of that way: but because we would not press para-
bolic phrases too strictly, we pass it. And having
formerly spoken of this also, we forbear the applica-
tion of it.

The third thing to be handled is, the properties of
these two ways; the one called strait, and the gate
narrow ; and the other the reverse. I shall handle
these things distinetly, ere I add any application.

I. That the gate to life, and the way to it, is strait
and narrow. Inhandling of this, I would, first, Give
you some things that confirm that soit is; secondly,
Shew wherein the straitness of it lieth.

First, That the way to life is hard and strait, 1. It is
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seen in the confessions and practices of multitudes
that walk in the broad way: some never think on it;
some are affrighted from it, when thinking there-
upon. Upon this same account it is seen, that the
way to life is narrow, 2. In that the truly godly find
it' very hard, and the longer, both the sweeter and
the harder. They at first seem to atfain something
of sweetness in religion; but afterwards, the work
and the trials are better seen. --3. In the hypocrite’s
pain, which he finds in the external show of this
strait way|(Mal. iii. 14), though it be certain, that
the hypoerite is not acquainted either with the sweet-
est, or hardest part of religion. But besides the testi-
mony of the word, the surest confirmation of this,
and the clearest, will be by giving a particular ac-
count of the straitness of this gate, and narrowness
of this way to life.

As the second thing wherein this stands, I shall
give you a brief account of the way to life, and of
the difficulty in each of them. And they all are but
80 many stages in this way, and passages that a be-
liever must go through. '

1. The new birth, (John iii. 3, 6). A man is never
in the way to heaven till this change pass over him.
This is a change, 1. Of nature. Oh! how hard is it
for folks to put off their nature! They think they
make excuse for any fault, when it is said to flow from
their nature. This is a ecreation, (2 Cor. v. 17).
2. Tt is a most perfect change of inclination and af-
fections, that what was loved is hated now, and what
hated is loved now: and people know what a pain
there is in turning the inclination. 3. It is a change
wrought by another power than theirs, which renders
it some way the harder, though the more sure and
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possible. Now, compare this new birth with the na-
tural birth, or with death, which is'as the soul’s birth
into glory; and the differences are very evident.
Alas! how many are there that stand at this gate,
and by no means will pass it. 'What l—change their
natures and cast off all their beloveds ?—they cannot
hear of it. +

2. The strait gate of the covenant. Shall I eall
it strait, that is cast up so wide with a universal in-
vitation? Yet I may venture to call it so. Itis so
strait, that no man with any of such baggage can
enter it, or will be willing. 1. The proud unhumbled
sinner cannot enter in here. He that comes not
empty and lost in his own sight, cannot be admitted
to make such a bargain with God for salvation.
2. The resolved idolater that will not sell all for
Christ in this bargain, and will not give up with all
other lovers, to make a new covenant with Christ,
cannot enter.  (Matt. xiii. 44.)

3. There is the new life, which is a part of this
narrow way. This follows on the new birth, and is
the soul’s promise in the covenant, that he will lead
a new life, (Rom. vi. 4). This new life is a great
and rare thing. We shall not insist at large on it,
but on a few properties of it.

1. It is a life of faith, (Gal. ii. 20, Heb. x. 38).
Formerly, the man lived by sense and reason : now,
he doth by faith, looking on a promise as a good
security ; and employing God, and acting faith on
it, whenever he is in any strait.

2. It is a life of sincerity and uprightness, or a sin-
cere life.  Hypocrisy and deceitful shows he striveth
against, and in a great measure overcometh; for
there is now uprightness in the inward parts, and no
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corner of the heart that is reserved for any evil to

lodge in, though it may be found there in too great

abundance, (2 Cor. ii. 17).
3. It is a life of holiness. The Holy Ghost is its

author, the holy law of God the rule, and the holy

Jesus the man’s pattern and example. .

4. A growing life, and that all a man’s days. This
new life being duly cared for, attains growth as long
as a man lives. :

This life is called * new,” because the man lived

not this way before: and the rest of the world do

not so, nor ever did, nor will do. It is different from
the life of the world, in that it hath another food for
its strengthening, and air for its breathing ; another
father, or another and more special way of begetting,
another end it lives for and aims at, with other vital
actings.

The third thing that shews the narrowness of the
way to heaven, is the cross. This is laid in the way,
and every man must resolve to take it up when he
wins to it, and follow Christ. * Whosoever will
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow me,” (Mark viii. 34). Itis true,
that every man meets with his crosses less or more;
but Christ deals very plainly with his people; in tell-
ing them, 1. That their happiness is not to be ex-
pected in this life, but in the seed and seal of it :
he draws them to heaven by faith, to know what
his love hath prepared for them, (1 Cor. xv. 19; Matt.
xix, 28, 29). That they must lay their account in
resolution with the greatest suffering, even of the loss
of life, rather than to deny the least of his truth and

words, (Matt. x. 38; Mark viii. 38). 3. And that
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all their life long, and every day, they may meet with
such things. '

The fourth thing that shews the narrowness of the
way to heaven, is the work that is to be done by them
that walk therein. As,

1. The work of mortlﬁcatlon, (Mark ix. 43, 45;
Col. iii. 5,) and that especially to be extended unto
the most beloved lust. . How painful this is, many
may know ; nay, many venture on hell, rather than
thus to part with them. It stands also in some acts
of faith, as, 1. That such a lust is forbidden of God,
under pain of his displeasure. 2. In a striving reso-
lution to gratify it in nothing. 8. In calling for
help, both to mind and practice this resolution in our
walk.

2. The work of self-denial. Whatever the lust be,
as self-interest is very large, it must be denied, and
the interest of God’s glory and service must sway the
soul in all things, (Mark viii. 34).

3. Tender and considerate watchmg

4. The work of running on in this way, and
making daily progress, (1Cor. ix. 24; Phil. iii.10, 11).

5. The work of fighting and wrestling with spi-
ritual enemies, (Eph. vi. 10, 11) ; to wateh, and learn
skill to put on, and handle wisely our spiritual ar-
mour with which the Lord has furnished us.

The fifth and last thing which shews the strait-
ness of the way to heaven, is the new trials that a
Christian meets with, and none but he, and these
from the Lord himself, for wise ends; of which here-
after,—as, 1. The swoonings and faintings of the
soul through the Lord’s withdrawing. (See Psalm
xxiii. 3.) 2. The labour of wrestling with him, when
his face is hid—a hard but ordinary trial.
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I may yet add further, the gate of death is a strait
and narrow gate, by which believers enter into life
—that after the trial of all these last, this remains,
as the greatest difficulty ; not to speak of it in a na-
tural sense, but only as it is a trial, wherein a miscar-
rying isirretrievable: die amiss, and all is gone:—
and also, as’the soul is often in the least fitness for
- any work then. But the encouragements of faith in
this are great and strong: Christ the conqueror is
with his own in thege trials.

II. That the way to destruction is broad and easy,
is seen,

1. In that men are born with their faces and hearts
towards this way; theirinclinations lead them strongly
to it :—there is no need of any change on them to fit
them for it.

2. They have multitudes of temptations suited to
their sinful inclinations that, as a wind, drive them
on init. Many lusts are gratified by walking in this
path, and many wise and noble after the flesh are
treading in it.

3. The Lord is often provoked, and may soon be,
to take off any restraints that stand in their way.
(Psalm v. 10, 11).

4. They ordinarily shift off easily all erosses for
Christ’s sake, by complying with their carnal inclina-
tions. :

5. They walk at liberty from any inward spiritual
bonds on their hearts and way. So it is called “ a
walking after the imagination of their own hearts,”
(Deut. xxix. 19); opposed expressly to a walking after
the rule of the word.

CavurioN.—Notwithstanding of all these things,
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yet there are circumstances of another nature, that
shew their ways to be yet contrary to those: As,

1. The way to life, on all these accounts, is easy,
1. Because of the kindly delight that the new nature
hath in all its difficulties and labour. 2. The lively
hope of the glorious end of the way, (2 Cor.iv. 16, 17,
18). 3. The gracious support and help of infinite
strength. 4. The communications of joy and delight
they feel in their works;—a part of the encourage-
ments allowed them in this life,

As also, the way to destruction is strait, 1. In that
all the walkers therein are in bonds and fetters to
Satan, and their own lusts, (John viii. 34). 2. In that
God often meets them with his warnings, and makes
conscience fly in their faces, as the angel in Balaam’s.
3. They want not their own graceless cursed erosses,
and ofttimes in as great a measure, as the truly godly
do. 4. The fear of the issue is enough to embitter
all for the present.

Uske.—Is the way to heaven narrow and strait ?—
Then, how shameless is the graceless world, to re-
proach the way of the godly as strict! It is the most
shameless slander that ever the world made. To eall
the godly ungodly is but a lie against them; to re-
proach the sincere as hypocrites, or the peaceable as
seditions,—this is all little in regard of this,—to re-
proach them for that which is their glory, and that
even in scripture words ; to reproach them as puritans
and precisians, Of the same nature is their commen-
dation of men, as being men of latitude, and of a large
walk in the matters of God. That we may insist a
little more on this inference that is so clear and per-
tinent, let us sift out the causes of this reproach.

1, Carnal men naturally think all too little for this
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world, and any thing almost too much for the world
to come.

2. They generally conceive good hopes of them-
selves, when walking according to this graceless prin-
ciple.

3. As they hLe not doctrines that cross these pre-
cepts and practices of theirs, so, far worse, practices
différent from, and contrary to theirs; for practice is
a more living and abiding testimony than doctrine.
Hence we see, that let professors profess what they
will, if they agree in practice with the world, they
are liked by it well enough. For instance—in a place
given to scandalous misspending of time in tippling, if
a professor invited to share with them, should simply
say, he cannot in conscience come so near an appear-
ance of evil; this would vex the graceless company
more, than if another should join with them, and even
in their company speak of the strictness of the way
to heaven.

4. False doctrine, or false application of true doc-
trine by ministers, hardens sinners mightily in their
prejudice against strictness in God’s ways: as also,
the godly their placing too much of religion in little
and small things, especially if of an indifferent nature
in themselves.

2. Then it is a good token of a right way, that it
is narrow and strait; and a shrewd suspicion of a
false one, that it is broad—1I mean, if it be represented
as a way that leads to heaven: for the way of ga-
thering churches of professors is quite different from
this, and it is a woful mistake in people to confound
them. There are three false ways that are broad:
1. The way of intellect and morality—the Pharisee’s
way. (See Matt. vi.19, 20.) 2. The way of external
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conformity to the letter of the law—an outward ser-
vice. 8. The way of any church order under heaven, is
but a broad way to heaven, let men make it never so
strait; for as long as men only are judges of our way,
there is a great latitude for hypoerisy, and much
double dealing with God, if men’s hearts be not
sound.

UseE 3.—Then, make a wise choice ;—it is laid
before you, as even life and death, and their several
ways. It is sad, that men should be at a stand what
to choose; but much more, that they should make
a bad choice, even to choose death.

I conclude with these few remarks: 1. The way
and the end are inseparable ; therefore take both,
or leave both. If you would have life, walk in the
narrow way to it: if you will walk in the broad way,
resolve to meet with destruction.

2. The narrow way grows the longer the broader
and easier, and the broad way the longer the nar-
rower, till a man be in hell. It is joy to a godly man,
that so much of his way is past: it is sore to the
other, that it is so with him, and that there is so
little remaining.

3. Unless time be preferred to eternity, there is no
comparison between the two. A time of trouble at
worst—an eternity of ease, and joy, and life: a time
of delight at best, and an eternity of destruction
thereafter ;—is there any choice here with a reason-
able man?
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SERMON III.

« Enter yo in at the strait gate : for wide is the gate, and broad
is the way, that leadeth to destmchon, and many there be which go
in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way that
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”—Marr. vi1. 13, 14.

WE shall yet again enter on a further account
of the hardness of the way to heaven, and of the
broadness of the way to hell, both by further enlarg-
ing on what was glanced at, and from new particulars:
but the latter we shall bring in in the a.pphca,tlon

Besides what is said we shall now,

1. Speak somewhat by way of caution, to prevent
mistakes.

2. Some native doctrinal inferences from the whole
purpose.

3. Some lamentation and exhortation.

I. For caution, take these things,—1. For all these
things that shew the way to life to be narrow, yet
unto the godly man it is a most pleasant way.” Oh !
with what delight doth he walk therein, with the
heart lifted up in the ways of the Lord, as Jehoshaphat,
(2 Chron. xvii. 6, Psalm i. 2, and ecxix. 32, 59). It
is a way of great breadth, though not for sin, yet for
duty and delight, (Psalm exix. 96). He makes haste
and progress in it, (Psalm exix. 60, Philip. iii. 13, 14).
And on the contrary, the way of sin, and unto death,
is dark and strait, and that because of the nature of
the new exertion in the soul, (Rom. vii. 21, 22, 23).
This makes many things sweet and easy that other-
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wise are hard. m:m‘ubh toil will a mother undergo
about her own child? Why, @1 is natural to her.
The strivings, and wrestlings, and fightings, are hard
indeed unto the flesh; but the new man likes them
the better. See if it be not so with yau ih your toil
in religion. Though there be somethimg within that
tires somewhat of work, there is somewhat within
also that makes tiresome workasweet. The way of
life is a pleasant way, beciuse of the lively faith and
hope of the prize, (Rom. viii. 18, 24, 25: 2 Cor. iv.
16,17, 18; Heb. x. 34).* It is plea.saﬁt from the
support and help 8f infinite strength, (2 Cor. §x§ 89,
10; Isa.xl 31). It is pleasant from the sweet en- :
joyments of fellowship with God they fecl in the mean
time. The simple and plain meaning of this truth
is then in these: 1. That the way to heaven is full of -
great difficulties. 2. Tley are such as an unregenerate
man cannot aWay with. 3. And such as a godly man,
without courage and strength from heaven, would
never wrestle through ; but with that strength, some- . _
times finds them easy :—and again, it is for his ad-
vantage to find them hard and strait.

Second caution—Whatever breadth and wideness
there is in the way to destruction, it is ofttimes on
other accounts found strait. They find it bitter, and
tire of it, (Hab. ii. 13). All the walkers therein, are
bondslaves to sin and Satan, (John viii. 34, 44).
God often meets them with warnings by his word and
rod, as the angel did Balaam, and thereby conscience
straitens them. Ahab, in thé way to hell, met Elijah
as an enemy, (1 Kings xxi. 20). Their fear of the
issue embitters all for the present; and the vanity
and emptiness of all their idols to stay their hearts
with solid satisfaction. The meaning of this then is

-
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the wideness of the way to destruction, and the mul-
titude of walkers therein,—which say to us these
things :

1. That the greatness and commonness of danger
should be a sharp spur to duty. The Lord allows a
lawful exercise of self-love ; and oh that it were more
in exercise amongst you! The report of destruetion
should make salvation more lovely, and all the means
that lead unto it, even those that are hardest.

2. The multitude of walkers in a way, of itself is
no sound argument for its goodness, nor that it shall
have a good end. Christ would not have his people
to follow the multitude: they are to be a singular
people as to their way of walking.

The second argument is from the nature of the
way that leads unto life, which saith,—

L. Our Lord is veryfree and faithful in warning
his people of all inconveniences they may meet with
in the way ; which being duly pondered, may prevent
many stumblings.

2. The difficulty of the way to heaven makes many
hold on in the way to hell. The wicked know the
straitness of the way to heaven. I named this
amongst the general truths. But now, how come
they to know the way to be strait, since they never
walked in it? They know it by what they hear in
the word ; by what they see in the saints; by what
they feel in the form of religion ; by what their lusts
teach them to fear there is in godliness ;—and this,
compared with what they feel in the broad way,
varies the ease from what hath been already spoken
of them.

Now, to press this exhortation on you in the close
of all this purpose, I would desire you to gather and
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compose your spirits, and reflect on what hath been

said, and prcved, and eleared, 1. That there are
two different states after this life abiding all men:

there must you shortly be. 2. There are two diffe-

rent ways that lead thither. 3. It fares with men

according to the way they take. 4. There is a wide

difference between the numbers of the walkers in the

two ways. 5. And that, from the great difference

in the ways. We have also taken a closer view of
the words, and shewn you, and proved, that the

way to heaven is narrow, and to hell broad, by seve-

ral illustrations, though many more might be ad-

duced, and they that are named never insisted on..
And lastly, that our Lord is willing you should walk
in the way to life, and escape destruction ; and hath

bound it on you by his command, as your duty; and

hath sent me to proclaim this his will, and to declare

to you your duty.

My question then is, Do you believe these things
ornot! If you do not, propose your seruples: how
easy a work it is to clear them! And what use do
you intend to make of them? Say not, you expect
to hear that of me, for if you believed these divine
truths, you would use them quickly. But I will tell
you what use you do make of them, ere I tell you
what you ought to make. ¢ I make use of all,” may
one say, “ for further informing of my understanding
about these things;’ and thus people learn still to
know more and more, and mind to practise nothing.
Some will make use of these things for rendering
them more censorious and suspicious of others. It
is far easier to instruct one how to see a mote in an-
other’s eye, than a beam in his own; and he is far
more inclined to the one than the other.
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death,—to be accused by the law, deserted of his
Father and of all ereatures, and to have Satan and
the world let loose upon him,—oh, what love is here,
and how great riches and excellency !

3. And as he refused not to undertake the em-
ployment, because of foreseen dangers and difficulties,
so when he undertook it he did not faint nor was
discouraged because of them. He was born offa
mean woman; he was persecuted from his eradle
to his grave. All temptations, all trials from God,
and men, and devils, were in his cup. And after se-
veral years’ living thus a man of sorrows (it was his
name, sorrowful), and acquainted with the saddest
griefs (these were his most constant companions),
near his death, the entire cup of wrath, and the dregs
of it, for the numberless sins of all the elect, was
‘presented unto him ; and after some holy submissive
strugglings of sinless human nature at the receiving
of such a deluge of wrath, it was drunk up, and the
full price paid upon the eross for these souls for whom
from all eternity he had bargained with the Father.
What riches and excellency of love are there in’
this! (Rev. i. 5, 6.) He not only drank up the
wrath which our sins deserved (which was indeed the
cause of his death), but because there was a remain-
ing spottedness in our souls, he took his own blood,
and washed us in it. He not only drank that which
was as poison to kill him, even the wrath due to our
sins, but he took his heart’s blood to wash away the
stains that those sins had made in our souls. Our
sinfulness and pollution call for his richness of merey.

4. As his love and courage were admirable in go-
ing through these things, so his humility, meekness,
and compassion come next to be considered. He was
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not only by line of the blood-royal, as the son of
David according to the flesh, but especially, as God-
man, he was the heir of all things. Yet his first
cradle is a manger, and his entertainment in the
world very coarse. When he came out to his public
ministry, how poor and contemptible was his out-
ward appearance to the world! He declares himself
~ that he was below the very foxes and birds, as to the
co}lstancy anc settledness of his shelter. He came
to save the world, and yet every man almost was
against him, except a few despised ones. But he was
not discouraged, though grieved with their ingrati-
tude. He ate with sinners, and he laid his holy hand
upon the leper’s skin. - He did not ery, nor lift up
nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. Our
stubbornness and rebellious carriage called forth this
condescension.

5. His riches of wisdom do eminently appear in
the matter of redemption. The manifold wisdom
of God doth appear here. It is one of the most glo-
rious and deep contrivances; it is the chief of the
ways of God we may well say. Justice is fully
satisfied, merey notwithstanding eminently shines.
Sinners are saved, and pardoned freely. The wisdom
of it stands in his ehoosing so fit means for attaining

_the end; the only fit ones; and in ordering these
means wisely, for reaching that end. His end is to
reconcile God and man, and to bring man into the
favour and friendship of God. God’s justice stands
in the way of bestowing favour upon man; man’s
sinfulness separates betwixt Ged and him. Justice
must be satisfied ; and both man’s guilt and debt,
and the power of sin must be removed, ere the Lord
accept of him. Blessed Jesus hath first justice to
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satisfy, which he doth, by laying down his own bleod ;
a most sufficient price. This, as a price, reconciles
God to us, and in its efficacy washes the souls of

his people; and when applied by faith, renews them,

and works in them love to God. And more particu-
larly his wisdom appears, in applying himself unto
~us, and taking on him these offices and employments,
in the discharge whereof, he fully maketh up all we
stand in need of. Because we are enemies to God
in our hearts, he subdues us as a king, and bringeth
us into subjection, and removeth our natural rebellion.
Because we are guilty of sin, he maketh atonement
for us to justice, by the sacrifice of himself ; and that
this sacrifice may have still its efficacy in our re-
newed transgressions, he still maketh intercession for
us. Because we are ignorant of God and his will,
he revealeth these things unto us by his word and
Spirit, that we may savingly know these things which
belong to our peace and salvation. We have many
enemies in our way to heaven: he subdueth these,
taketh away their deadly sting, and defendeth from

any mortal harm’ from their assaults. He giveth

laws unto us as a king, how to carry ourselves in our
duty ; he giveth as a prophet, discerning, to know
and understand them ; enableth us to give'obedience;
and when that fails, he obtaineth pardon for failings.
What a manifold wisdom doth appear in all this, and
what riches of wisdom !

* 6. The riches of his righteousness do appear in the

matter of redemption. ¢TI counsel thee,” he says,"

“ to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest
be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not
- appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-salve, that
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PHILIPPIANS II 12, 13.

~ “ Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much mere in my absence, work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling ; for it is God which worketh
in you both to will and to do of his goodpleasure.”—ParL1P. I1.
12, 13. ez

'THERE be two great evils in judgment and prac-
' tice, which in all ages of the Church have, upon
the right and left hand, made many to pervert the
straight ways of the Lord. One is, a pleading for
and practising of a carnal liberty from gospel duties
and commands, upon a woful mistake of the nature
of gospel privileges, and of the dispensation of the
grace of God therein. This isa turning of the grace
of God into wantonness. Another extreme is, a
turning of gospel commands into legal, and a plead-
ing so for obedience thereunto ; self-ability (abstraet
from the influences of grace) to perform that obe-
dience, and a proper merit resulting from that per-
formance, that confidence in the flesh is proclaimed,
and the grace of God made a eypher. What in-
fluence the former hath had in the raising and main-
taining of the heresies of the Antinomians, Familists,
Quakers, &e., none but strangers in our Israel ean
be ignorant. And what influence the other extreme
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hath had in raising the Arminian, Popish, and Soci-
nian heresies, all that are acquainted with the case
of the church of God, both abroad and at home, do
know but too sadly. Yea, how great an influence
the darkness and confusion in the minds of many of
the Lord’s people concerning the due harmony of the
sovereign influence of the grace of God, with the
natural liberty of the will concurring ; the due ac-
knowledgment of the necessity of that influence, and
the obligation to the practice of duties, notwith-
standing of the want of it, hath upon their spiritual
condition, every one who hath an ear to hear, and a
heart to understand, and grace to search his own
heart, doth in some measure know.

Therefore, though it be not so wholly suitable to
the nature of this exercise, to prosecute debates with
the adversaries of truth; yet because of the advan-
tage that those on either extreme do pretend to have
hence for their error, and the real advantage which
this place doth give to refute the one and the other,
I shall therefore, ere I come to the practical improve-

ment of them, glance a little at both. In which
- handling, I shall divide the text, give the literal
meaning, clear it from their objections, point out the
things here held out, with their influence on our
practice in religion.

These words come in among the gracious exhorta-
tions which the Holy Ghost giveth by Paul’s pen
unto these believing Philippians. In the beginning
of the twelfth verse, the apostle, having praised their
former obedience, whereof he was a witness whilst
among them, and expressed his charitable confidence
of their continuance and inerease in that obedience,
even in his absence, as an insinuatory preface unto
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what he was to say; he then setteth down a most
weighty exhortation, and backeth it with an encou-
raging argument, in verse 13th. In the exhortation
are three things: 1. The act itself in the duty en-
joined, « work out.” 2. The subject-matter where-
about this act is to be exercised, * your own salva-
tion.” 3. The qualification of this act about thissub-
jeet, « with fear and trembling.”

As to the first, there needs little to be said of it,
it being so very clear. It is not simple working, but
a diligence in working called for, and continuance in
that diligence, until the perfect end of the work be
attained. This is the foree of the original word.

The second—the subject-matter wherabout this act
is to be exercised—* your own salvation.” We shall
not stand upon the various aceeptations of this word
in seripture, as sometimes signifying the means of sal-
vation, (Heb. ii. 3; 1 Pet. i. ix) ; sometimes the sav-
ing effect of those means upon the called (2 Tim. i.
9); sometimes the accomplishment of this begun sal-
vation in heaven. We take it not here as importing
both beginning, progress, and perfection of salvation;
for he is speaking to those in whom the work was
already begun, as in chap. i. verse 6. But the evi-
dence of the scope bindeth us to aver, that here the
apostle presseth them toa diligent advancing, and
a constant progress in the work and course of their
salvation, the way of truth and holiness, wherein al-
ready they ftpie engaged. This salvation is ecalled
¢ their own,”’ not that the doctrine of it was of their
own devising and framing ; or that their walking up
unto that doctrine by faith and obedience, was of
their own strength (in that sense, salvation is only of
the Lord, and Christ is the inventor of the doctrine,.
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and the author and finisher of the work of salvation);
but that it was theirs by a gifted right and possession.
They were the parties to whom the doctrine of salva-
~tion was imparted, in whom it was begun, and on
whom it was to be accomplished.

The third thing is, the qualification of this com-
manded exercise, “with fear and trembling.” This,
enemies to the certainty and assurance of faith, and
‘to the perseverance of the faithful, draw to their ad-
vantage, In opposition to which mistake, I shall
only give the meaning of this word, and confirm it
from the analogy of faith, and the context, omitting
what the deluded Quakers may allege hence for their
energumenical shakings, as unworthy of any regard.
All agree, that by fear and trembling one and the
same thing is signified. This qualification of duty
is several times used, sometimes in cases different from
this, as in 1 Corinthians ii. 3 ; Ephesians, vi. 5; some-
times in cases that are as it were parallel with this, as
Psalm ii. 11 ; Rom. xi.20. All which do clear us in
this, that it is only humility, sense of our own weak-
ness and infirmity, which is here called for; and if
you will, include in it the filial fear of God; which
do no way plead for doubting and diffidence as to the
issue, which is the thing their adversaries plead for.
For the security of saints, and the certainty of their
perseverance, is not founded upon any thing in them-
selves, but upon the veracity of the promiser, the al-
ways effectual intercession of Christ, and the indwell-
ing of the Spirit. So that a holy fear of falling
because of sinful weakness, can no ways shake these
foundations. ; _

But that we may further clear the nature of the
fear called for, omitting many distinctions used by
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divines in this case, we shall only name this: Fearis
either of the issue—hell ; or of the means leading to
it—sin ; both either absolute or conditional. Abso-
lute fear of hell is despair; diametrically opposite to
faith, and forbidden by all these commands in serip-
ture, requiring faith and trusting in the Lord, as a
part of our worship. Conditional fear of hell ; that
is, « I fear hell, if I walk in the ways leading unto
it,” is a sanctified mean of God’s appointment for
escaping it, by eschewing of those ways that lead unto
it. Absolute fear about the means; that is, that I
be given up wholly to a final neglect of the means of
grace, and to a total revolting from God, in the prac-
tice of sin without repentance, is all one with despair ;
* and is forbidden by the whole tenour of the covenant
of grace. Conditional fear about the means, that
is, “ 1 fear, if T wateh not, and do not lean unto
Christ’s strength, I may fall into sin,” is also a sanc-
tified mean for escaping of sin, and so of the fear of
hell. And this is all one with Calvin’s distinction
upon this place. ¢ There is a fear,” saith he, “ which
begets carefulness in duty with humility (which is
here required); and a fear which begets anxious
doubting in whatever required.” Henee it is observ-
able in experience, and evident in spiritual reason,
that the more there be in any, of this holy conditional
fear, and the more fruitful it be in its native effects
of humility, diligence, self-denial, and trusting in
their Lord’s strength, the more clear is the man’s as-
surance of salvation. And this sense of the words, is
much confirmed by the subsequent words. For what
an absurd consequence would the adversaries make of
it! “ God works both to will and to do: therefore,
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do you your duty doubtingly, without any assurance
of the end.”

This leads us to the second, wherein we have,
1. The causal particle for knitting these words, as an.
encouraging argument with the former. 2. Who it
is that is the author of this encouragement ;—God.
3. Wherein his help consisteth ; eflicaciously work-
ing both to will and to do: eficaciously as the ori-
ginal imports. 4. The fountain from whence this
help flows—his free will, ¢ good pleasure.” Not that
which simply denotes his sovereignty in doing or not,
doing as he pleaseth, (which would not so agree with
the scope) ; but that kindly favour which he bears §g
his own in Jesus Christ, which though he manifest it
sovereignly in some sort, yet is it always with a respect,
to their good.

Concerning almost all of these, the enemies of
truth do move debates. DBut not to be tedious in
these matters, especially in an exercise of this nature,
I shall only hint at some few things, which may clear
the truth, and remove any objection the adversaries
do propound against them. As, 1. That such com-
mands as are here do not infer any thing but obliga-
tion to duty; and no ways any ability to perform
them, or any merit in performance. 2. That the
determining influence of the grace of God upon the
will is consistent with its natural liberty. 3. How
that the acknowledging of this influence doth take
away any ground of being called eco-workers with God
in the business of our salvation, in the Popish and
Arminian sense, and yet giveth no ground to the
libertine extreme. 4. How that this assorting of the
whole into grace is an argument to diligence.

e
i
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First, That this command to ¢ work out” doth not
import self-ability to obey, nor any merit to result
from obedience, is so clear from the connection of
the argument with the command, that I would not
so much as have started it, if the natural corruption
of men’s hearts were not so extravagant as it is, and
that adversaries do make use of it, and the learned,
in commenting upon the place, do remove it.

1. The prime import of all commands to duty, is
a revelation of God’s will of obedience ; and as they
hold forth what his will is about duty, so they infer
an obligation to performance. 2. That the Lord
being holy and just, requireth nothing but what is or
was in the power of the person commanded to obey,
either in his own person or in his representative. 3.
That gospel commands, in their prime import, are of
the same nature with legal ; and consequently, men
are punished for disobedience of the one as well as of
the other, because, legally considered, they were in
their representatives endued with power to obey. 4.
Yet gospel commands, as given by the Lord to his
own covenanted people, are sanctified means for
working and procuring of obedience. Not that they
are a moral mean, to stir up the godly to exert any
strength in themselves in performing acts of obedi-
ence; but, 1. Because they discover the Lord’s will,
and their obligation to obedience thereto : 2d, Because
from this accidentally is discovered their inability to
yield obedience as in themselves, which produces
self-denial. 3d, From this floweth, by the Lord’s
blessing, acts of faith upon the fulness and sufficiency
of their Surety, wherein stands their stability and
strength for all things, (Philip. iv. 13). Yea, we
may say, that in all gospel commands, as tendered
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to those in Christ, there is included a promise of
grace to obey; and in this they are distinguished
from legal commands. But the simple reading of
these words, and the considering of the connection of
the argument with the command, is enough to silence
such cavillers, if the verdict of the Holy Ghost pro-
nounced against their error were enough to silence
them : the words that follow, containing the fullest
expressions of the entire help of God’s grace, which
a godly man stands in need of, both for willing and
doing ; and consequently, of the weakness of a rege-
nerate man, as in himself considered.

The second thing to be cleared is, How the deter-
mining influence of the grace of God upon the will
(here asserted) comsisteth with its natural liberty.
This is a depth wherein many learned heads and un-
holy hearts have drowned ; and, indeed, it is a very
great one. It shall suffice us to lay down the posi-
tive truth, that there is no inconsisteney betwixt the
two ; which may thus be cleared :

1. All ereatures being necessarily dependent, both
in their being and operation, upon the First Cause,
man’s will being a creature, it cannot, either in sound
reason or divinity, be asserted that it is independent
from this generul concourse or influence wherein
stands the very being and working of every ereature.

© 2. This holy Creator and Preserver of all things
having necessarily before him, as his end in creation
and providence, his own glory, hath by his wise de-
crees determined so the actings of all his creatures,
as may best subserve his infinitely wise designs. So
that man’s will must again fall under a determina-
tion because of such decrees.
" 3. And as the will of man is thus necessarily liable
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to a double determination, as it is a creature, so in
its being made such a creature, a subordinated fa-
culty, to be led and determined by the understanding,

it again falleth under a restriction of that unlimited
liberty pleaded for; for being in itself a blind fa-
culty (or arational appetite, as some defineit), it can-
not move towards any thing but what the under-
standing holdeth out as good, either true or appa-
rent. Hence may be seen somewhat of the manner
of the Lord’s influence upon the will of man; for it
is evident that the illuminating influence of grace
upon the understanding is perfective of its natural
capacity of discerning, both in wvia contemplanda,
which is the theoretical judgment, and in via agenda
hic et nune, which is the practical, both in its first
and absolute judgment concerning things good or bad,
and in its comparative judgment concerning things
better or worse ;—from which determinations of the
understanding, follows such a commanding of the will
to choose or refuse, that it eannot but elicit the one
of these acts, and that most freely.

4. Hence it follows that the natural liberty of the
will doth not cousist in an absolute indiffereney to
act thus or otherwise, good or bad, but in the special
towardness, cheerfulness, and liberty of its acting ;
for the only necessity inconsistent with this, is that
of force and coaction. And indeed, the asserting of
the will’s liberty, as adversaries do, doth not only
loose this proud faculty from its due dependence on
the concurrence and decrees of its Maker, but lifteth
it up unto a higher pitch of liberty than can lawfully
be aseribed to God himself, who eannot will what is
ill ; and to angels and glorified saints, who are gra-
ciously determined to will only what is good.
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The last thing is, How that this argument can
have influence upon diligence in obedience. Carnal
reason and its carnal patrons do plead, that this is
the highway to render men secure and careless in
duty. And it cannot indeed be denied, that it may
have such an effect, and often hath, on sensual men
not having the Spirit. Not to stay upon a debate
which, as to its practical use, may afterward be
spoken to, we would only say, 1. That the apostle in
our text is speaking to godly persons who were already
diligent in their work—who, being partakers of the
divine nature, were capable of being moved with gra-
cious principles. 2. Evangelical arguments are all
encouragements and promises, which as they dre only
the portion of the godly, so, such do find strong influ-
ence accompanying such arguments, for the inspiring
unto diligence. The adversaries plead only for legal
arguments, and such as natural reason teacheth.
Yea, what stronger argument can be used to a poor
soul ready to faint because of the greatness of its
work, than this, “ Arise, and be doing; for the Lord
will work in you both to will and to do?”

But now, it is high time to come to the observa-
tions contained in these words, omitting what may be
observed from the connection, since there is such
plenty of excellent matter in the words themselves.

- OssErv. 1. The great improvement which the Holy
Ghost calleth the saints to lay to heart, and the great
duty which a faithful minister layeth upon his flock,
is that of their own salvation. This design of the
- apostle in writing to his flock (such the Philippians
were, see chap. iv. verse 1), and the scope of the
Holy Ghost in recording it for the Church in all
ages, doth make out the truth of this—a truth shin-
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scope of the whole book of God, that it were super-
fluous to prove it.

UsE. Let it then be the subject of your most serious
thoughts; and these two considerations in particular,
1. That it is salvation, a matter of highest concern-
ment. 2. It is your own—a matter of your nearest
concernment. The former claimeth evidently a su-
periority above worldly interests. Oh! how low are
they in respect of salvation. It supposeth danger,
and the greatest danger: none need salyation, but
such as are lost. None can lay it to heart aright,
but those who lay to heart their lost condition.
“ What shall I do to be saved ¥’ the question of every
serious soul, importeth both. The latter—your in-
terest in it—calls for a superiority in concernment
beyond that of others simply considered. Every one
should be careful of another’s soul, but more of his
own soul’s salvation—such suitable concernment
therein, as nature’s light draweth a man to what
most ncarly relates to himself. And that is very
great, and the greatest.

OBSERY. 2. To berightly exercised about this mat-
ter, much labour and pains is called ; this is the strait
gate; and that even from such as have been exer-
cised therein diligently, as the Philippians were.
This is confirmed, 1. From its importance. It is the
one thing needful, and therefore our singular endea-
vours are called for in pursuing it. 2. From the
great and mighty opposition that is made unto a man
in this work, from many and strong enemies. Strong
impediments in the way of an important design call
for much diligence. Force is against us, and subtlety,
and continnance in both by our enemies. 8. From

U

ing so in its own evidence, and confirmed by the
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the commonness of a mistake in this matter, that it
is easy ; and from want of diligence therein. * Strive
to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto
you, wiil seek to enter in, and shall not be able.”
(Luke-xiii. 24).

Use. What shall be said of those who have not
yet begun to be exercised in this great matter? Is
salvation an indifferent thing ? Is it attainable with-
out pains? Whatever diligence hath been used by
any in it, continuance and increase therein are called
for. Trifling endeavours are reproveable here, as
unsuitable to so great and important a business.

Osserv. 3. In diligence with this great work, much
humility and sense of our own infirmity are called
for, with fear and trembling. And the grounds of
this are evident, if we conmder ourselves, and compare
ourselves with our enemies—our weakness, with the
greatness of the work ; or if we reflect on our former
experience in veriﬁca.tion of this. And they are evi-
dent, if comparing both, we look wisely to what is to
come. Opposition of enemies constantly increaseth,
and the violence of their assaults.

Use. How unreasonable is confidence in ourselves
in this great work ! How reproveable are proud un-
dertakers in their own. strength ! This calleth for a
constant remembrance of all those humbling consi-
derations, and self-denial in that remembmnce. But
Test it should degenerate,

OBSERV. 4. Whatever ground of fear there be as
from self, yet it is the great encouragement of the
saints that the Lord is the helper in this work. The
absolute sufficiency of this helper in this work, is evi-
dent, from his infinite fulness and sufficiency in him-
self, which is a great depth. But it may be more
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evident, by taking some parts of this sufficiency, and
comparing it with the wants of the saints, and its per-
fect suitableness will appear. Infinite power is for
the supply of great weakness against strong enemies ;
infinite wisdom, for the cure of folly in dealing with
politic enemies ; infinite love, for putting forth such
wisdom and power for their good. And unchange-
able truth is engaged by promises and oaths, that
such power, wisdom, and love, shall never leave them.

Use. How reproveable are they who do not set
about this work because of discouragements; and
such as carry it on dlscoumgedly!

OBSERV. 5. Entire help is given by this suﬁiclent.
helper. It is not an empty title. “To will and to
do”—this is actual help, and that, entirely suited to
~our necessity : for there are but two things necessary
. unto all actions,—will, and power of performance;
and both are here.

UsE. Learn to acknowledge him, and wait for his
help entirely. Both in willing and doing, set about
nothing in this work in your own strength and doubt
not of his.

OBsERry. 6. The fountain whence all thls floweth is
his free will and good pleasure.  Of his will he begat
us freely, (James i. 18); and' freely he doth all.

UsE. Look not to any thing of desert in yourself.
Bless him for his help vouchsafed. Be not peremp-
tory, but wait patiently, when help seemeth to be
delayed. His sovereignty is to be acknowledged.

Oesery. 7. The consideration of this entire help is
a great argument to diligence.

UsE. Try what ye find of the force of this, and try

yourselves by it.
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1. That he came not with a vain flourish of worldly
rhetoric and carnal wisdom (verse 1), because this,
he hints, had been unsuitable unto the grave work
- he had to do amongst them—even the testimony of
God: a testimony that had abundance of majesty and
truth for its convoy, and had been but disparaged
with earnal paintings of words.

2. That his behaving thus was according to his
settled resolution, (verse 2). He had laid down this
brave resolution to preach Christ and him erucified
amongst them, though there was no want of worldly
wisdom amongst that people; which even many of
them, after conversion, and who were ministers, did
too much follow; whom also he is probably reflect-
ing on, as afterwards in chapter iv. verse 18, he doth
it more expressly.

3. We have a positive account of his humble be-
haviour (verse 3), in words that may astonish us, that
even a holy fear of misearrying in so great a work,
and a deep sense of his weakness, as of himself for
this great work, was deeply lodged in the spirit of
this eminent apostle; so that if we compare this with
the wonderful assistance that he had, and large mea-~
sure of all gifts given him, it is a rare proof of grace
and humility in him, _ 4

4. We have a further account of his way of preach-
ing, both in enlarging on the former negative, and
in asserting the positive, wherein he states an oppo-
sition between the two; teaching, in the first place,
that a faithful minister should hide man and human
parts, and wisdom, as much as may be, in dispensing
the gospel ; and in the second, that ordinarily there
is most of the power and demonstration of the Spirit
attending such ways of dispensing the gospel, wherein
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all carnal wisdom ismost denied. That you may not
mistake this, I shall clear up what is this evidence of
the Spirit that attends preaching, and what there is
of man contrary to it.

The evidence and demonstration of the Spirit and
of power, is the efficacy of the word on eonsciences,
produced by the influences of the Holy Ghost: this
efficacy is, by a displaying of the authority of God,
and a forcible bearing in of the light of truth on the
mind, and its power on the heart and econscience.
“We have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty,
not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of
God deceitfully ; but by manifestation of the truth,
commending ourselves to every man's conscience in
the sight of God,” (2 Cor. iv. 2). In these times,
we confess, that this evidence of the Spirit was some-
times conveyed by the means of miracles: but these
did only confirm the truth as God's, while the mak-
ing it effectual on the heart, was by another and
nearer operation of the Spirit on men’s hearts. And
what is that which is opposite unto it ? In general,
it is when men think to do this, and work such an
effect on people’s hearts, without the Spirit’s help.
As, first, When they propose with such clearness of
forcible reason what they think is enough to persuade
any rational man to yield his assent unto it, that they
think no man can shut out the light. Secondly,
When they use such forcible motives to persuade,
that they think no man can resist them. Now,
though this way be in itself very lawful, if scripture
light and arguments be made use of, yet its fault is,
when the Holy Ghost is not duly depended on, as the
only bearer in of light and life upon the soul, and
men give too much to the means in themselves.
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5. Wehave the end he aimed at in this way,—that
their faith might not be seen to be wrought by, and
to stand upon man’s wisdom, but God’s power, (verse
), intimating clearly, that the faith of the hearers is
much according to the way of the preachers. A false
unsound profession may be begotten by a carnally-
wise way of handling the things of God, and so, they
may be said rather to gain disciples, than the Lord’s
true believers, by such ministrations.

And this leadeth us to the words which are brought
in as an answer to another objection,—How came you
then to know such a mystery? He answers, by reve-
lation of the Spirit. In the words we Lave, 1. The
way whereby the apostle and the godly come to the
knowledge of the mystery hid from the world—God's
revealing them by his Spirit. 2. The sufficiency of
this way and mean proved—* for the Spirit searcheth
all things, even the deep things of God.”

For the explaining of these things, there is great
heed to be taken of the words. We must know what
is meant by “Gop.” It is specially here meant of
the Father, who, as he is the “father of lights,” so
also in a special manner, of all the knowledge of him-
gelf and his will that is to be found amongst men.
“ Revealed,” that is, hath taken off the hiding veil
that was on them. “TUnto us,” to me, Paul, and
Sosthenes, and other faithful servants of Jesus Christ.
« By his Spirit,” by the special efficacy of the Holy
Ghost, whereby what we of ourselves could never
come unto the knowledge of, by his working are
clearly discerned. Next, as to the sufficieney of this
mean—this revealer is the great searcher of all things;
that is, he is well acquaint with all, even the depths
of God, as a man is, with such things as he hath
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searched out unto the bottom, and unto perfection:
which, by the way, is a solid proof that the Holy
Ghost is God.

Our main design in pitching upon this verse, was
for the last words of it ; yet we shall speak somewhat
also unto the other things in it, but more briefly, and
for preparing our way unto the other principal thing.

OBserv. 1. All discovery of the saving truths of
God flows from his gracious revelation thereof by his
Spirit.

In handling of this we shall, first, Show what this
revelation is; secondly, Prove it by the insufficiency
of any other mean to attain such a discovery.

1. What is this revealing of divine truth by the
Spirit? We are, for understanding of this aright, to
distinguish the several revelations that the Lord hath
given to his church. And these are, 1. The revela-
tion made unto the fathers and prophets of old, varied -
in circumstances, until Moses’ time, by visions, and
oracles, and tradition from father to son; thereafter,
by the lawgiver Moses; and thereafter unto the pro-
phets—all which were but more clear breakings forth
of the same divine truth, consonant to itself, and har-
monious as to the matter, though with different cir-
cumstances; and this by the Spirit of Christ, (1 Pet.
i.11). 2. That rare and matchless revelation by the
Lord himself, who had the Spirit without measure,
(Heb. i. 1). 'Which albeit for the authority of the
Messenger it was matehless, (so is he called in Mal.
iii. 1), yet in that dispensation, there were for wise
reasons many truths then kept back. 8. The reve-
lation unto the Apostles, and by them to the Chureh ;
who had the greatest measure of the Spirit of God
attending them, that ever mere men had—according
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to the promise in John xiv. and xv., and its fulfil-
ment in Acts ii. 4. The revelation that is made unto
the church by the sealed and complete canon of the
Holy Seriptures, the native product of the Holy
Ghost, (2 Pet. i, 21; 2 Tim. iii. 16). This is the
great revelation; and by this, the Spirit revealeth
now unto the church the deep things of God. And
there needs no more but what the godly obtain—the
same Spirit that did indite them by his penmen,—to
make them plain and powerful on our hearts.

In the second place, we shall prove the insufficién-
ey of any othermeans to attain the knowledge of these
things. And this is evident from, 1. The gross ig-
norance of them that have had nature’s light most
refined; the Greeks and Romans before Christ’s time.
Not only supernatural truth was not reached by them,

but any ordinary Christian may now discover how -

lame they were, even in pursuing after and attaining
the knowledge of truths accessible by nature’s light
—as in their multitude of gods, and gross sins in
practice. 2. The lamentable blindness of the world,
and all nations everywhere that want this revelation
altogether, or have it let out unto them by little, and
unfaithfully, as in the Popish church. 3. The sad
ignorance of them that have this revelation read by
and to them, and explained and expounded daily unto
them. Surely it saith, that men, by themselves, can
never attain the knowledge of these things. 4. The
main truths are evidently out of the reach of nature’s
light. There are many that nature’s light revealeth,
such as the being of God, the unity of the Godhead;
his power, wisdom, and spiritual nature, (Rom. i. 20;
Acts xvii.) the immortality of the soul, a life of retri-
bution and rewards—and that there is another world
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of spiritual inhabitants, as many apparitions have
proved even to the heathen. But the Trinity of
persons, the union of two natures in the Son of God,
and the whole continuance of salvation, and several
other things about the two covenants, are undiscover-
able by nature’s light. '

UsE 1.—Be deeply thankful for this revelation.
Alas for the sin of ingratitude and unthankfulness,
and that, for this greatest merecy! To move you to
a deep thankfulness, consider, that this is the most
gracious revelation that God ever gave to mankind.
It is of the greatest things in themselves, and of
things of the greatest usefulness even for eternal sal-
vation. And consider, that it is a most full and
clear revelation. Even they that had extraordinary
ways of revelation, had but a little of that revealed,
that is plentifully now revealed unto us all in the
word. It is a most sure way of revelation, not ex-
posed unto those doubts and mistakes in which even
extraordinary ways did leave men. ¢ We have also
a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do
well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth
in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-star
arise in your hearts,” (2 Pet. i.19). It is every way
sufficient for the end designed, (2 Tim. iii. 15): the
Spirit’s going along with it, makes it sufficient for
gaving knowledge. It is a revelation given unto a
small part of the world—and what are you better
than the Indians that dwell in the shadow of death ?

Usk 2.—0h ! labour to make a good use of it. Im-
provement is all and the main thing this matter calls
for. It stands, 1. In opening your eyes, and lending
your ears to what is revealed, and in studying it. The
study of the word, as the great revelation of the
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Holy Ghost, is rarely practised. Shall the Holy
Ghost reveal, and men not open their eyes, and lend
their ears? 2. In studying and taking heed thereunto,
as his revelation. Many study and read the word,
without this sanetifying qualification of all such en-
deavours. It is just with the Lord, that when men
in a careless and profane contempt slight this aid, he
should give them up unto blindness and erring mis-
takes. 3. In seeking humbly and fervently the help
of the Holy Ghost in this search. Little profiting by
it is to be hoped for without this. 4. And in all,
driving at that end that the revelation is made for,
to make you wise unto salvation; and unto all the
means that lead unto it, and fit and prepare you for
it. Unsanctified aims in studying divine truth, have
led many into woful error.

The next thing is, concerning the omniscience, and
perfect knowledge of God the Holy Ghost; of which
we shail not speak, save for clearing of the matter,
“ for the Spirit.” And that you may know, saith
the apostle, how sufficient this is, it is a revelation
from him who is all-knowing; who ¢ searcheth all
things,” not for inerease of knowledge, as a man
searcheth out unknown things, but to shew the per-
fection of his knowledge of them; even as a man
doth, of what hath cost him a most narrow and ex-
act search. The Holy Ghost is fully and perfectly
acquaint with all the great and deep things of God.
Being one in essence, and all essential perfection, with
the other two blessed persons, it cannot be other-
wise. This serves to prove, that the Holy Ghost is
God, and that the scriptures are a true, safe, and
wise revelation of God’s will unto men, since they
come from ome so well acquaint with all. But
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that which we intend mainly to insist on is the
last.
- The mysteries of the Christian religion are ¢ the
deep things of God.” And that this is the meaning
of the expression “ deep things of God,” is clear from
the following words, “ For what man knoweth the
things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in
him ? even so, the things of God knoweth no man,
but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not
the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of
God ; that we might know the things that are freely
given to us of God. Which things also we speak,
not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but
which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual
things with spiritual,” (verses 11, 12, 13). Here he
proves by a clear similitude, that the Holy Ghost
only is fully acquaint with these ; that all the godly
have this spirit revealing those things to them ; and
that those things thus revealed, were the subject of
his preaching. And the following words, « But the
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God : for they are foolishness unto him: neither can
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned,”
(verse 14) prove, why they are called  deep things”—
even because they are not obviousto a “ natural man.”

In handling of this great and grave truth, we shall
ghow, 1. What are these deep things of God. 2. Why
they are thus called ; and, 3. Prove it in some parti-
cular truths.

1. What they are. Not to speak of any depths not
revealed, for this were to darken counsel by words
without knowledge, they are—seripture truths, such
as we owe the knowledge of only to revelation, and
which are no other ways attainable—gospel truths,
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or such as broke up mostly with the manifestation of
Jesus Christ in the gospel—and such as have the
closest reference unto God’s glory and the salvation
of man. This is from their end, the great end of
God’s manifestation of himself unto the world.

2. Why are they called the deep things of God?
Because of their own great depth : they are profound
deep things, because of their relation unto God, and
that, as being the author of the revelation of such

“truths, and the author and framer of the truths in
themselves, and their relation to him, as the main
matter and subject of them. They are the deep
things that God hath made and revealed, and mainly,
are depths about God, and to him, as the great end,
even his glory and praise.

3. We shall prove it in particulars; and this is a
most large subject, yet, because of its great useful-
ness, both for informing the ignorant in the sum of
Christian doetrine, and convincing the careless of
their depth, we shall enlarge on it, only premising,
ing, that we have deep attention, deep humility, and
deep reverence in hearing these things. 'We cannot
speak of them all without an extraordinary length,
and therefore we shall pitch only on the chief of the
deep things of God, under these heads, 1. Such
depths as are revealed about God himself. 2. Such
as have an immediate relation unto man; for saving
knowledge may be comprised under these two heads,
the knowledge of God, and of oursclves.

L. These depths that are about, and concerning
God himself, are, 1. His nature and being. The
light of nature can discover a little of the being of
God, and of his nature; but that full and deep ac-
count thereof that the scriptures give, it by no means
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can reach. 2. His infinite incomprehensibleness.
A created understanding can no more contain and
comprehend his being, than a child’s hand ean span
the heavens and earth, (Job. xi. 7, 8, 9). How great
a length do men’s understandings go in search of the
- creatures! 3. His great and deep justice and judg-
ments, (Psalm xxxvi. 6 ; Rom. xi. 33), especially ma-
nifested in punishing sin with eternal yvengeance.
4. His all-seeing eye ; his perfect knowledge and om-
nipresence. It is a sad thing, that our thoughts of
God are so far from what they ought tobe. 5. The
depth of divine patience in delaying threatened and
deserved judgments,

2. The mystery of the Trinity is a great depth
that many have drowned in, while they have not
been humbly satisfied with the revelation of this in
the word, but have offered to wade and fathom it by
the force of their shallow understanding. One God in
three persons is the greatest of all the depths of God;
concerning which I have only to say, the light of na-
ture could never discover it—and now that it is disco-
vered, it is the main doectrine of all foundations of
our religion, so that a denier of it, is by no means to
be reckoned a Christian. And such monstrous apos-
tates there are in the land, which should make us
mourn and fear. And consider the dreadful conse-
quents of denying this great truth. He that denieth
the Son to be God, necessarily must deny his satis-
faction to justice for sin, and the justification of a
sinner, by a belieying laying hold on this satisfaction;
and accordingly he denies it. He that denieth the
- Holy Ghost to be God, must deny, and always doth,
the omnipotency and sovereignty of his grace in con-
verting a sinner, and in perfecting of him. And these
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things are so close unto one another, that the deniers
of the power of grace, are ofttimes left to the deny-
ing of the divinity of the Holy Ghost, the worker
thereof. Consider concerning this depth, that there
is none that calls for more deep reverence and fear
. in thinking thereof: and you ought also to have a
more exact fear of any blasphemies that are vented
directly or indirectly against the same. Come not
near the tabernacles of those wicked men that blas-
pheme the God of heaven. It is astonishing to think
what sort of professors they are that fear not at the
sight and report of such blasphemies; I mean mainly
the Quakers, the chief leaders of whora do exgressly,
and in print, blaspheme these doctrines, and there-
fore the which society is to be abhorred, unless they
disown such blasphemies.

3. The third depth, is that of the incarnation of
the Son of God. “ The Word was made flesh, and
‘dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as
. of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and
truth,” (John i. 14). Here are two natures in one
person. “ Without controversy great is the mystery
of godliness ; God was manifest in the flesh, justified
in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gen-
tiles, believed on in the world, received up into
glory,” (1 Tim. iii. 16). This is the sum of the
gospel. ¢« What the law could not do, in that it
was weak through the flesh, God sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, con-
demned sin in the flesh : that the righteousness of the
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit,” (Rom. viii. 3, 4). That
thisisa great depth,and thatno natural man ean reach
it by nature’s light, is evident. But to take a careful
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view of it, consider, 1. The inequality of the natures
united, and the strictness of the union—God and
man in one person. Oh, wonderful! the man’s blood
is called God’s, (Acts xx. 28). The person God-man
receiveth divine worship even when born. ¢ And
again, when he bringeth in the first-begotten into the
world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship
him,” (Heb. i. 6). 2. The low depth of humiliation
that God in this nature underwent, without any real
abasement, (Philip. ii. 6, 7). All the creation is as-
tonished at his sufferings. 8. The design of all this
—the glory of grace in saving sinners, by striking up
a new and brave way to heaven, so that that song
only may for eternity be sung by its inhabitapts,
¢ Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our
sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings
and priests unto God and his Father; to him be
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the
seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed
us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and
tongue, and people, and nation ; and hast made, us
unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reig
on the earth. Worthy is the Lamb that was slain
.to receive power, and riches,and wisdom,and strength,
and honour, and glory, and blessing, (Rev.i. 5, 6, and
v. 9, 10, 12). The praises of such sinners, and their
souls were so dear to him, that he underwent so much
to purchase them. _
4. The fourth deep is Predestination—that out of
the same mass of fallen mankind, the Lord'stsove-
reignty pitched on some to be the objects of his mer-
cy, and left the rest to perish for their sins.  For
he saith to Moses, I will have merey on whom I will
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have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom |
will have compassion. So then, it is not of him that
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that
sheweth merey,” (Rom. ix. 15, 16). And this is a
great depth, (Rom. xi. 33). Here also many stum-
ble, by the pride of their hearts, and treacherous win-
ning of Satan. That this is a great depth, none can
question; and all that search into it, find it so to be.
For the understanding whereof, these things may
help: 1. This is an act of God, as a sovereign Lord,
and not as a judge. 2. He oweth nothing to any of
his ereatures, as they are his creatures, until he en-
gage himself graciously by promise. 3. He oweth
nothing to his sinful creatures, as sinful, but ven-
geance, the desert of theirsin. If then, in the sove-
reignty of his love, he piteh on some, and leave others
to their desert, who ean quarrel? The excellency of
this depth is seen, in that he hath wisely contrived a
way for executing this decree by his son Jesus Christ,
and reaps glory both to his merey and justice eter-
nally. ;

5. The fifth depth of God is, his creating and mak-
ing all things of nothing. Oh, what a stately frame
hath he made! That it is so, every one seeth ; that
God made it, any man may by reason know. Stones
and earth are not likely things to make themselves,
(Psalm eiv. 24). How marvellous are they all!
(Psalm exi. 2, 3). The saints are frequently travel-
ling in this deep, with wonder and adoration. This
depth is the more seen, if we consider,

Ist, The freedom of this great work. e might
have suffered all things to have lain eternally in the
womb of their mother nothing ; he needed not any
creation® yet gave he a being to such a huge number

X
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of creatures in the air, earth, and water, besides the
celestial bodies and their inhabitants, ,

2d, The wonderful wisdom that is therein in com-
pacting the creation so wonderfully and orderly, in
hanging the earth in the midst of the air, and the
heavens round about and above it everywhere; in
the orderly motion of the heavens; in bounding the
sea, and making it so useful unto man by fishes and
trading—his breaking up so many veins of fountains
and rivers for the inhabitants of the earth :—in the
winds that purge the air, and help unto sailing; in
the course and motion of the sun for distinguishing
the seasons of summer, winter, spring-time, and' har-
vest; in broaching the clouds, that their waters may
refresh the earth, and in such a manner to distil, as
may benefit and not hurt.

3d, The power that is seen therein. Oh, what a
strong arm must it be, that settled the foundation of
the earth, and gave the heavens such a whirling mo-
tion at their first ereation, that they never stand still,
—in making so glorious a light as the sun, and so
beautifully spangled a firmament—in making so great
a sea, and limiting it so, that it overflows not the
earth !

6. The sixth depth, is divine providence. This is,
God's sustaining and governing the world that he
hath so wisely made. Oh! what a depth is here of
wisdom and power. Who could guide this world,
but the same arm that made it? Let us launch out
a little into thisdepth. There is the Lord’s support-
ing of all things that he hath made: this is like a
continued ereation, a keeping them out of nothing,
which were lately brought forth thence, (Acts xvii.),
‘and his wise providing of food for every thing living
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¢These wait all upon thee, that thou mayest give
them their meat in due season. The eyes of all wait
upon thee; and thou givest them their meat in due
season,” (Psalm civ. 27, and exlv. 15). 'What a great
house doth he keep! But especially his deep acts of
government are to be considered : he is the governor
in the midst of the nations. Let us take notice of
“his providence toward the world,—1. Sovereignly :
he sheweth himself in shaking and changing nations
as he pleases, and kings and kingdoms. ¢ And all
the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing:
and he doeth according to his will in the army of
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth : and
none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest
thou?’ (Dan. iv. 35). He sits upon the floods; they
have their shaking fits, even as human bodies. 2. In
that he is still accomplishing his pleasure, and earry-
ing on his wise, just, and holy designs, whatever men
intend ; yea, makes use of them that know him not,
to accomplish his pleasure. But mainly do his depths
of providence reach his church and people, 1. In mak-
ing their enemies bring about their mercy. The
murderers of Christ little knew what a blessing his
church was to get by his death : Cyrus executes God's
will, and fulfils prophecies that he little knoweth of,
(Isa. xliv. 28, and xlv. 1-8). 2. In ripening them
for merey by strokes. They are humbled thereby,
and fitted for receiving his deliverance. But because
this leads us unto the other head of the depths of
God, we shall therefore conclude with a word of ap-
plication upon this branch of the subject.

Are the truths concerning God such depths? Then
away with pride, and any opinion of understanding,
ag of ourselves to reach them, and find them out,

L]
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Much humility is called for in searching into them!
and much reverence, and sense of the greatness of the
matter. They are the depths of God, and this should
make us fear. Then, labour to know God better ;
there are many depths of God that yet ye little know.
Only take along with you still the lamp of the word
—there. must be no searching without this. And
study God for the increase of grace, rather than of
brain-knowledge. Search till you be brought to won-
der and adore. Adore him, and invoke him in holy
fear, in fervent love, with high pra.lses, and with great
trust and confidence.

IT. As for those depths of God which concern mau,

I shall first speak unto that which is already past—
the covenant of works made with our first parents,
(Gen. ii.), and the breach thereof (Gen. iii.), and the
punishment following on it. 'Which depth contains
these things: 1. The Iiord’s ereating our first parents
out of the earth indeed, as to their bodies, but their
souls of a higher original, and placing them in a
most happy condition; and as to his friendship and
favour, giving them dominion over the lower crea-
tion, and endowing them with great excellencies of
body and mind. 2. His free engaging with them in
a covenant, by fulfilling the eondition whereof, their
happiness might have been perpetuated to them,
and their posterity. 3. His leaving them to the free-
dom of their own will, and not freeing them of temp-
tations, though furnishing them with strength suffi-
cient for standing out against them. 4. His speedy
executing of the threatened punishment upon their
disobedience: wherein we see his curse upon them,
his extruding them from paradise; and that all their

L
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posterity are born rebels to God, by guilt, and their
own natural inclinations to ratify it. -

That this is a great depth, is evident from these
sad things that have followed on it: 1. That all are
by nature enemies to God, and hateful to him. 2.
That all the actual transgression that defiles the
world, came in at this gap. 3. And all mankind that
are in hell, came in hazard of it at first by this. 4.
Andthat the Lord, though he hath provided a remedy,
yet in the depth of his judgment he keeps up the
knowledge of it from the greater part of mankind.
5. From men’s corruption of nature, the greater part
of them that hear of the remedy, receive it not.
2. The second depth concerning man, is the new
covenant of grace by and in Jesus Christ,—a blessed
depth !—a blessed plank for shipwrecked mankind to
escape death by. This depth the angels desire to
dive into, (1 Pet. i. 12, Ephes. iii. 10). This depth
hath in it all the other deep things of God, to wit,
the nature and attributes of God which shine here
wonderfully ; his wisdom, grace, justice, and merey :
—the mystery of the Trinity,—of the incarnation of
the Son of God,—of predestination ;—of a new crea-
tion, the greatest depth of divine providence. This
is the great master axiom of divine wisdom, the
brightest glass of his glory, casting the most glorious
reflexions. .

In this, consider 1. The parties covenanting, God
the Father, and Son. It must be a stately bar-
gain that they two make, full of majesty, wisdom,
and truth. 2. The condition of this covenant—that
the Son shall take on him our nature, and satisfy
justice, and so save his people. 3. The fulfilling of
these conditions in the Son’s faithfulness to his Fa-
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ther, and the Father’s faithfulness to the Son: the
one discovers the depth of Christ’s sufferings; the
other, of his purchase. ~Here is Christ’s hell and our
heaven. 4. For whom all this is done, and all this
contrivance made—for sinners—unworthy, vile crea-
tures. 5. What is made the condition on their part
for obtaining a right to all this—receiving Christ’s
offer of himself as a competent Saviour by faith—an
easy way for making so great a purchase, or rather,
for the appropriation of his purchase unto ourselves!

Thus have we given you a hint of the depths of
God; and for these ends—that you may know and
lay to heart how nearly God is concerned in gospel
truth : that you may see how unfit you are for search-
ing them unto perfection: that you may study them
more and more, since they have such a relation to
him: that in the search, you may employ the Spirit
of God to enlighten and guide you. Proud and care-
less searchers into the things of God, must necessarily
stumble foully. Oh that people were wise and humble
in these matters; and had the fear of God in their
hearts! '
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TWO SERMONS

ON

HEBREWS VI. 4, 5, 6.

SERMON 1.

“For it is impossible that those who were once enlightened,
and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of
the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word of God, and the
powers of the world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them
again unto repentance ; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of
God afresh, and put him to an open shame.” —Hges. v1. 4, 5, 6.

ECAUSE the depth of the purposes in these
words requires somewhat more than ordinary
explication, and application also, I thought it fit to
insist on them in this exercise also,* and not to sa-
tisfy myself with our brief exposition. Many truths
may be deduced from them, as we hinted in expound-
ing ; but it is the scope we shall attend unto mainly,
and that, as it is relating to us, rather than to such
a kind of apostacy of which none of us can possibly
be guilty.

On all hands it is granted, that an account of the
sin against the Holy Ghost, and its punishment, is
here held forth unto us, as is most plain; and that
there is such a sin, which man through his corrup-

* This and the following Sermon form the first part of a series in
the original MS. consisting of four discourses, of which the last two
are merely notes, and therefore unfit for publication,
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tions and Satan’s temptations may arrive unto, as
shall ‘render his salvation desperate. It is called
from Matthew xii. 31, 32, a “sin unto death,” (1
John v. 16), for the pardon whereof in another, we
are not to pray. - Andhere, and in Hebrews x. 29, it is
spoken of as certainly damnable. All sin indeed is
damnable in its nature; all sins may be damning in
effect, without repentance and pardon; but this is
always certainly damning.

The handling of the purpose here to your edifica-
tion, labours under singular disadvantages, as—the
difficulty that there is in finding out tlie nature of
this great sin. The Lord hath left it so dark in the
word, that many of his servants have had their dif-
ferent apprehensions about it, whereof I might give
you a large list, though in these times, wherein light
shineth more clearly about many other gospel truths,
there is a greater agreement about it. It is—the
deepest apostacy after the highest common opera-
tions of the Spirit. It is some disadvantage also,
that Satan is so ready to assault many of the godly,
with temptations about this ; and where they prevail,
they are the worst of all his darts. Yet have I ad-
ventured to handle this subject on these accounts;
1. To use it as a reason against security and arro-
gancy in godliness, and as a preventive of the same
deadly evil. 2. To encourage the truly godly, and
arm them against Satan’s temptations to this evil, or
persuading them that they are guilty of it. 3. Be-
cause it comes in very seasonably upon the preceding
purpose of men’s standing out against Christ; which
is so deep a subject, that it requires a strict and exact
handling. And, 4. To prevent or remove the scandal
to the gospel by men’s apostacy.
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Our method in our discourse is this—1. To remove
any mistakes that this portion of the word not rightly
understood may ocecasion. And the main end is this
—that they that have saving and true grace, may fall
away :—and therefore, we shall p&ve, how it is not ‘of
such, but merely of professors that the apostle speaks.
And for clearing our path in this, we must compare
these verses with verses 7 and 8, and especially 9, 10,
11, and 12, where he is speaking certainly to the
truly godly amongst them. And sowe havethese com-

_parisons, 1. Here are “gifts” and ¢ tastings,”’ that
is, faith working by love. 2. How few are the men
called and counted amongst Christians, that are sen-
sible souls fleeing for refuge to Christ. 3. Here are
things glorious indeed, but not accompanying salva-
tion; but in some, going before it, in others, without
it. 4. Here the apostle supposeth a possibility of
falling away, of those who are persuaded to the eon-
trary. So that it is evident, that the danger hinted
Jin these words concerns bare professors only, and not
them that are true converts; yea, it is remarkable,
that in this same chapter, the apostle saith as much
for the certainty of the faith and perseverance, and
salvation of true believers, as any where in the word.
“ God willing more abundantly to shew unto the
heirs of promise the immutability of his eounsel, con-
firmed it by an oath : that by two immutable things,
in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might
have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to
Jay hold upon the hope set before us: whieh hope we
have, as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast,
and which entereth into that within the veil.”
(verses 17, 18, 19).
Our next work shall be, to premise some truth
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from the words themselves, that may clear our way:
1. That these attainments the apostle speaks of, are
in themselves excellent things, and greatly to be
valued ; being great tokens of a more special favour
of God to them to whom they are given, than to
them from whom they are withheld. 2. The having
of them, as it is a merey, so the truly godly have
them all, and more. 3. The apostle doth not threaten
any that have these things, save such as do not duly
use them to an increase and obtaining of what is
better still. '

Our discourse now shall be on these heads, 1. What
great attainments a mere professor may have. 2.
How deeply he may fall from them, and notwith-
standing of them. 3. What is the danger of such an
apostacy. |

I. Such as shall be damned eternally may attain
unto great things in religion. The truth of this is
so plain, and so well known in the word (see Mat-
thew vii. 21, and xiii. 20, 21), that we need not stand
to prove it farther, than by confirming the particu-
lars ; and we shall content ourselves with what is here.
In handling this truth, we shall, 1. Show what these
attainments are. 2. Why the Lord gives them to
such characters. 3. What is wanting of that which
would preserve them from apostaey.

First, What these attainments are. We shall in-
sist on the five steps which the apostle names here :

1. He may be * enlightened”—natural darkness
and blindness in the things of God are removed.
This saith, that he may have the means—and the
worst of men have had the best of these, as the Jews,
who had Christ’s ministry, and that of his apostles—
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and these means may have a good effect on him, in
enlightening his mind in the knowledge of truth.
And this effect that is here named, may extend so
far, that he may have a literal knowledge of the
word, and the truth thereof : of this there is no ques-
tion. He may have a supernatural knowledge of
many profound things in the word, by a special gift
of knowledge or illumination, so that he may in this
be above many of the truly godly, as to that sort of
- knowledge. It is likely that Judas knew more than

the thief when he became penitent. And, indeed, ™.

there is nothing that a believer knoweth, but this
apostate may know, though not in the same manner;
and thus, the righteous who are ignorant, may be far
inferior to those who come short of heaven. The
measure of his knowledge may be great; even that
of all things concerning God, his own heart, and the
doctrines that are contained in the word. And the
fruits of that illumination may be great. He may
see such an excellency in Christ’s church, as to join
with it; and such danger in gross sin, that he may
leave it; and attach such blamelessness to his walk,
that no man can discern his rottenness,

2. He may “ taste of the heavenly gift’—he may
have a sort of faith, whereby Christ, and his grace
and mercy may be tasted by him. This is a mighty
attainment, whereof we spoke in the explication :
but that we may draw the line the more accurately,
we must now further handle the nature of this faith
whereby he tastes. We say, then, that he hath an
historical faith believing the truth of gospel tidings:
this is a little tasting of justifying faith, for it is like
it. He may meditate and contemplate on this truth ;
and this cannot be, without some savour of it and its
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goodness. And he may apply these things to him-
self, as his portion, and far more must this be savoury
to him. “He heareth the word, and anon with joy
receiveth it; yet hath he not root in himself, but
dureth for a while:” for @ while only he believeth.
3. Such believers are  partakers” of the more spe-
cial (not most special) workings ¢ of the Holy Ghost.”
There may be alarming convictions; but Felix, He-
rod, and Judas, wanted not these: to be awakened
with a fright of hell, is no token of a godly man.
Or there may be debasing discoveries of self, so that
they have not been ashamed to confess their sin, to
God’s glory and their own shame: even Judas had
this. Or external reformation flowing from fear of
wrath, and that sensibly working on the heart, as in
the case of Ahab. There may be within them a se-
cret restraint on corruption, by the hand of God, not
only by his providence (Genes. xx.), but by motions
on the heart. There may be a spirit of zeal for a
good cause when it is afoot in a particular season, as
that of the Jewish multitudes, when they cried “ Ho-
sannah!”  They may have great gifts, such as that
of prayer, whereby they are able to speak to God in
pertinent petitions as to words, with good appearance
of tender affections, and great fervency; and also as
of understanding the things of God, so of expressing
them to the edification of others, in preaching and
in conference. And they have some exercise of con-
science in the discharge of these, not only as reflect-
ing on the right season of doing, and of influence
stirring them up to do them, but in Jooking on them
when done ; yea, and in finding difference as to assist-
ance therein at one time and another: even Saul knew

-and lamented when God had departed from him.
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4. And “ taste the good word of God”—that is,
they rind its relish and sweetness. When they find
it touching their condition, yea, when some of its dis-
coveries of duty are made, they may relish them, as
Herod, who heard John gladly, and did many things.
Also, not only its suitableness, but its power may be
felt, to the stirring up of delight and wonder, as in
the case of many of Christ’s hearers; and turning
them to good resolutions and purposes. Its mysteries
may delight them, (and what wonder?) so that the
feet of its ministers maybe ““beautiful upon the moun-
tains” ; and its promises of pardon, and peace, and
acceptance being thought to be theirs, may by them
also be tasted and relished.

9. They may taste of the “ powers of the world to
come.” Besides what is said of this in the explica-
tion, these may be added: he may fancy heaven and
that blessedness to be his, and venture and lose much
for them—he may in some good measure undervalue
the earthincomparisonof them. By the* powers of the
world tocome,” we may understand its virtues and pro-
perties, both of which this man may taste. And of its
virtues and effects—such as the making a man soli-
citous and careful about knowing how to get it (Luke
xviii. 18), and painfulness in the means of obtaining
it. This is one of its powers also. There is also joy
i the thought of its being his, and the endurance of
suffering, rather than forfeit this right, though not
much nor long ; and he may have a lower esteem of
this world than he formerly had, and like Balaam,
think little and joyfully of death, as a passage to hea-
ven. And he may taste of its properties: its vast
greatness may puzzle his understanding, and make
him ery out, with David, « Oh, how great is thy good-
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ness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee;
which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee
before the sons of men!” (Psalm xxxi. 19). Its good-
ness and excellency may draw forth his affection of
love and delight, and its being to come, his expecta-
tion and looking for it.—So much of the first thing,
as to what great attainments a hypocrite may win to
in godliness ; not that every one attains so much, but
“the Lord gives them to some.

Second. Why doth the Lord grant so great things
unto them that get no more ?—a deep question ! that
might safely enough be answered with silence, or with
the words of the householder, “ May not I do what I
will with mine own?” Yet may we offer at some wise
reasons of this depth of Providence.

1. It is to declare His willingness to save, and to
make it the more evident, that men’s ruin is of them-
selves: for in this case is all done, that can be done,
in the way of means; and more than is done to
many, and more than he is bound to do for any. He
brings them on a great way, to leave this on their
consciences, and on the econsciences of others, that he
delights not in the death of sinners.

2. The Lord doth this to make his grace the more
conspicuous—his special saving grace; conspicuous
in its freedom, and in its power also. When two are
carried an equal length in the preparation to a sav-
ing interest in God, the one is taken, and the other
left. _

3. That his own people may not stay, and sit down
on any measure of attainments, but still may press
on; so is he pleased, for this end, to communicate so
much of his ecommon grace to them that may ba.ck-

~ slide, that all may press forward for more.
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Third. But you maysay, “ Whatiswanting to saving
grace in all these things!—they seem to be greater
attainments than many of the people of God win to.”
This leads to the question, *“ What is wanting of that
which would preserve from apostacy?” I answer,
Every thing here in the text hath somewhat want-
ing: As,

1. Their illumination : it wants still these : they
never see themselves quite undone, and empty of all
good, so as to loathe themselves, and be quite diffi-
dent of themselves, and to go out of themselves.
Always there is somewhat that the unsound sinks in-
to, and hath a good opinion of. And they never saw
Christ, as the only enriching treasure forthe man him-
self. Fine notionsof Christ’s accomplishments they
may have in the general ; but of his being all in all,
and that he is suited fully to them, this they see not.

2. As to their faith, it is called temporary, because
it lasts not ; but this is not visible until defection :

- therefore we must search it farther out. Whatever
faith a man may have of divine truth, and whatever
application may be made of Christ to himself, he
wants these things of a sound faith: 1. He wants the
bottom and ground-work of saving faith, and that is,
denial of self and all self-sufficiency. The guilt of sin
on his conscience may stir him up to employ Christ
in some way ; but utter emptiness of all good in him-
self, as well as of safety from himself, never can, nor
doth move him. 2. And therefore he fails in the very
act of faith, which is, a receiving of Christ wholly,
and resting in him, as he is made of God to us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification and
redemption, and offered to us, (1 Cor. i. 30). God
hath exalted him to be a Prince and Saviour (Acts

ar
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- v. 31), and as such he is to be received. 3. And
lastly, he is a stranger unto the life of faith, or abid-
ing in Christ, and drawing virtue from him, (John
xv.; Gal. ii. 20). These are mysteries impracticable
unto the man of highest common attainments. Now,
all these three are knit together, and follow one on _
another. As to this, their shortcoming flows from
this mistake ;—they imagine they need Christ as a
Saviour, and a giver of grace, and then, when they
have got that which they think to be grace, they look
on it as somewhat sufficient of itself, with their care-
ful improvement of it, to advance the work of their
salvation. Whereas the true believer seeth as much
necessity of taking up his abode in the city of refuge,
as of fleeing to iz; and knows, that as his first new
life flowed from his engrafting into Christ, the true
stock, so his fruitfulness depends on the daily com-
munication of his virtue.

3. As to their partaking of the Holy Ghost, here
s a vast difference ;—they know nothing of the rege-
nerating sanctifying virtue of the Holy Ghost, which
Is the main benefit sinners receive by him. They
want still the change of the heart and nature ; they
are still bad ground (verse 8), still « dogs,” (2 Pet.
1. 22). _

Object. But how shall I know, that there is such
a change by the Holy Ghost on me, but by such
things as you have ascribed to the common opera-
tions 2—1I answer, Better marks than any of these
may every godly man find out of himself; As, 1. A
single regard unto God’s glory, which can never af-
feet an unsanctified soul. To make it the man’s chief
aim, the attaining of it his chief joy ; His dishonour
his chief sorrow, are no where to be found but in a
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sanctified soul. 2. And as to external reforma-
tion, those indications that are in the sound man, are
in the heart, and from thence in the life, while the
other man is still in an evil condition; and therefore,
that reformation of the former, is more sound, and
even, and universal. And it hath an aim also to-
wards perfection ; perfect holiness is lovely, to a holy
sincere man. 3. As to gifts, the godly man, what-
ever share he hath or wants of these, hath what is
far better than they are, and never wants such a
measure of them as is simply needful. In prayer, for
instance, though it may be he talks not so much nor
so well as to words, as one of greater gifts, yet he still
talks better—for his heart is more at the work, his
aim is more honest, his reflections more spiritual, agd
his attainments more gracious and sanctifying.

4. Their tasting of the good word of God, what-
ever it hath in it, it wants much that the souric_:l man
hath. They taste not all in the word of God, for some
things in it they are strangers unto; as, its enliven-
ing power quickening them by it, and according to
it, which David (Psalm exix.) so often prays for.
See also 1 Peter 1. 23, where it is deseribed as a liv-
ing seed cast into their heart, raising them up unto
a new life: this they know not. Its promises may
quicken them to joy, but it never removes their na-
tural death. TIts feeding fructifying power also they
know not of. They taste it only for trial, but do not
feed on it. But a godly man finds this his bread,
whereby his soul lives, and grows, and brings forth
fruit unto God. It is the children’s bread that chil-
dren’s nature only hath an appetite after. Some
things of the word also they taste, that they do not
relish and savour, as—its convineing power: when it

v
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comes close to them, and that daily, to make new dis-
coveries of their distemper, this they have no relish
of. David takes it as a commendation of the word,
that it warns him, (Psalm xix. 11, 12). The unsound
man can take its eonviction now and then in good
part ; but when it is full at the work of discovering
sin, and comes close upon his practices, he cannot en-
dure it. And the unspotted holiness and strictness
of God’s word, is no relishing thing to him, but he
is ready inwardly to blame it, as being too striet ;
whereas the godly man will, like Paul (Rom. vii.
12), call the law good, even when he cannot fulfil it.

5. Though he may taste of the powers of the
world to come, he wants what a godly man may
have. For he wants the experience of the due meet-
ness for it that every godly man in some measure
possesses. He is ready, that is, willing, but not
meet and prepared to receive it; and therefore you
will find, that he may pray for it, and not make ready
for it. It hath no such power on him, as to induce
him to prefer it, as a spiritual happiness, above all
things in the world ; but still, there are some things
he loves better—somewhat which he is more afraid
of losing, than of this blessedness, as trials do diseo-
ver: the cares of the world, or the persecution of it,
draws him away. And the spiritual and true earnest
of it is still unknown to him ; and though it may, in
some measure, be also unknown to a godly man, yet
seeing the apostle speaks of such an attainment of
the hypoerite, that the sincere themselves do not al-
ways obtain, we may well lay this against that, as a
proof of its wanting that which it seems to have.
The earnest of glory is all one with that of the Spirit.
“In whom (Christ) also, after that ye believed, ye
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were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, which
is the earnest of our inheritance, until the redemption
of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his
glory.”—“ Who hath al3o sealed us, and given the
earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.”—Now he that
hath wrought us for the self same thing is God, who
also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit.”
(Ephes. i. 13, 14 ; 2 Cor. i. 22, and v. 5). These ex-
pressions may help us to guess at the thing. The
earnest being of the nature with the principal sum,
as well as a securing of it, and the Holy Ghost being
its author, we may know that it must have these
things to make it up,—some near degree of fellow-
ship with God; some sensible advance in conformity
to him ; and a holy delight and satisfaction resulting
therefrom. Something like this, but a counterfeit,
may the ungodly hypoerite have ; but it is attained
this way,—he looks on heaven as a state of excellent
happiness, by his historical faith ; his false spirit tells
him it is his; and his heart rejoices in the hopes of
it, though he still remain a stranger unto holy, sane-
tifying fellowship with God. The unsound man, for
all his tasting of its powers, is yet unacquainted with
these virtues that the meanest of the godly par-
take of; its main powers are not yet tasted. It
takes not off his eye from sensible things, unto invi-
sibles, (2 Cor. iv. 18). It puts not a bitterness into
all his contentments, in comparison of it. A godly
man is a stranger, and all his desirable mercies are
but pilgrim’s fare to him, that is often seasoned, and
hath the bitter sauce of the remembrance where he
is, and how far from home. It makes not all suffer-
ings light, and tolerable, and small, in regard of it.
(See Rom. viii. 18; 2 Cor. iv. 17); then joyful
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(Matt. v. 12 ; Heb. x. 34). An unsound man may
suffer for heaven, but he looks on this suffering as a
great disadvantage, and is sorry that the way is not
more easy ; and therefore, when sufferings come to a
height, he falls off. It makes the godly man count all
the pains in labouring for it to be but small, and un-
worthy of it; but the unsound man thinks he may
take pains enough, and possibly too much; and
therefore he becomes a censurer of them that go be-
yond him in diligence, that they may make more ado
than there is need.

UsE 1.—Since it is thus that bare professors, in
whom the root of the matter is not found, may go so
far, then this speaks terror unto those that are short
of them ; and they are many: it says, ¢ If you come
short of them that have not true grace, you must be
far more behind than they.” For the enforcing and
clearing of this subject, know, that many of those who
go to hell, are not by much so near heaven, as others
who yet shall be there also :—many sail to hell by the
coast of heaven, still expecting to land safely, till the
storm come, and drown them in perdition ;—and that
all these things in some measure all the godly have -
had, and many remarkably, ere the gracious change
was felt or came on them.. And therefore, though
the having them will not prove you godly, yet the
want of them will prove you to be ungodly.

Now, a slender reflection might suffice for convie-
tion, that many want what is here. As for illumi-
nation—are there not many grossly ignorant, and
who know not the letter of divine truth; and many
who have that, have no more? A hypoerite may
have great discoveries of the things of God,as we have
already said. = For faith—there are many that give
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an ignorant implicit assent unto divine truth and the
gospel, that never came unto a tasting of the sweet-
ness of the gospel ; they have never felt any re'hah of
a Saviour. For the partaking of the Holy Ghost—
many have no knowledge that there is a Holy Ghost,
by any experience of his workings in awakening and
convincing them. As for the taste of the word—
many feel nothing in it of goodness and savour, nor
of its pertinency to them, nor of its bitterness in re-
proving them. And as little power hath the world
to come on them. If they can get thither when they
die, they care not for any of its virtues. How terri-
ble should this be to you, who are short of the at-
tainments of those that yet may bein the gall of bit-
terness! The security of the age we live in, and the
arrogancy of professors, call aloud to ministers to
proclaim to them their hazard.

UsE 2.—Be exhorted to take the warning in the
scope of the apostle: go still forward in godliness,
until you come the length that no hypocrite can at-
tain; and this will be a work for you all your life
long. For though the sincere though weak believer
be quite above the reach of a bare profession, yet
every sincere man hath these things, that will make
his endeavours in advancing constant :—He is hum-
ble, and thinks little of his attainments, though never
so great :—he is illuminated, and seeth both how
small his attainments are, and how much is yet be-
fore him: hence, holy fear, and jealousy of himself
and his treacherous heart, and so is he the more dili-
gent—and he hath a love to progress, both from his
single regard to God’s commandment, and the love
which the new ereature within him hath toward fur-
ther holiness.
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If this fruit be reached in you, it is the design of
the Holy Ghost in writing this, and mine in handling
it : if not, I shall witness for God, that you were
warned of the greatest danger that can befall you, and
that you slighted it; so that when it overtakes you,
you may justify God, and condemn yourselves.. Oh!
consider what a dreadful thought it will be in hell,
to think, “ A little more advancing would have re-
moved me out of the way of this danger.” Certainly
none fall deeper into hell, than they that fall from
the top of heaven’s walls. He that hath given you
what you have, is as ready to give you what you
want, and more. A misery wilfully contracted must
yours then be. ;

SERMON II.

“ For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and
have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the
Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word of God, and the powers
of the world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them again

unto repentauce ; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God
afresh, and put him to an open shame.”—HEB. V1. 4, 5, 6.

WE have been speaking unto this truth, that mere
professors may have great attainments. We shall
now handle these—that professors of high attain-
ments may fall away most sadly ; and that there is a
fall that is irretrievable ; and what that is, shall be
deseribed further from the word.

Professors of the highest attainments in common
grace, may fall away dreadfully : the apostle’s suppe-
gition proves its possibility. The seripture gives us
some instances. In the case of Saul, we find him.
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according to the times, gifted with a spirit for govern-
ment, walking for a while in God’s way, and then he
suddenly falls. Judas, an apostle, Christ’s hearer and
domestic servant, of whom, though we read nothing
particularly to his advantage, yet, doubtless, many
good things were with him, and his fellow-disciples
never suspect him ; and yet, at length he falls away.
Herod may be reckoned amongst them, and Demas,
and several apostates named in the word. Our own
experience testifieth this, in that we have seen many,
who when religion was in fashion and favour, did
profess highly, pray often, reform many things, and
walk blamelessly ; who could talk of convietions,
and awakenings, and joys, on some experience; and
of the force of the word, and benefit of ordinances ;
yet many have turned profane, many corrupted in
their prineiples—of whom, though it is like, the Lord
hath his own whom he may still reclaim, yet, doubt-
less, many have justified this truth from their experi-
ence. For further confirmation of this, take and use in
a good sense the world’s wicked observation, “A young
saint an old devil.” Though it is likely the devil did
teach men this, to frighten them from religion in
their young days, which are the fittest season of set-
ting about it, yet experience shows, that none are
more wicked when of age, than such as have been
under convictions unprofitable when young. The
world’s censure of professors, that they are worse in
many things to deal with than other folks, though
there be much of prejudice and partiality in it, yet
some truth it has as to many. Observe also, that men
when awakened by sickness or danger, and who sleep
again, go on more seriously and boldly in sin, than
ever they did ; and are farther out of the reach of a
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convicetion, than any, or than themselves formerly
were.

We shall adduce further evidence from seripture
to confirm this truth.

1. The truly godly themselves who have saving
grace, may fall back in a great measure—and much
more they. The instances of such are various ; some
by a sudden fit of temptation being drawn on unto
great sin, and quickly recovering, as Peter ; somelying -
longer under its power, as David, whose decay seems
to have been very great, and for many days. And
the force of the reason is strong ; for common opera-
tions are nowise so powerful to restrain corruption
and prevent apostacy, as the truth of God’s grace in
the heart.

2. Men under the highest of common operations

- may fall utterly away, because what they have, are
not sufficient preservatives and antidotes against de-
fection. Thus, mere illumination eannot preserve ;
because a man, as long as he is unrenewed, may walk
contrary to his light, and even then too much. His
tasting of faith cannot preserve; because though
somewhat of Christ’s sweetness be tasted by him, yet
there is in Christ what he distastes, and thus he pre-
pares his way to apostacy. His partaking of the
Holy Ghost, ordinary or extraordinary, is no bar to
hold out defection; for it is no sanctifying participa-
tion, and so, is no more than a certain qualification
for some works naturally good. His tasting of the
good word of God and the powers of the world to
come are not sufficient neither; for they are but
tastings, and not a feeding therenpon, which alone
}iﬂldﬂ strength unto a man to keep him from fall-
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In general, all these are such things as he hath,
or such things as he tastes. Two things he hath,—
illomination, and gifts of the Holy Ghost ; such may
be taken from him; and even when they are present
with him, they cannot preserve him from apostacy.
The things that he hath a taste of are excellent—
faith, the word, and works :—but this is the want—
that he hath a taste, and no more. And so this be-
wrayeth either the unsoundness of his aim and in-
tention, that he meddles only with Christ, and the
word, and heaven, to get a taste and trial of them,
and no more ; or the unsoundness of his temper, that -
he can endure no more but a taste of these things:
and certainly it tells their unprofitableness to him.
Christ is ordained to be lived on, and by faith (Gal.
ii. 20), and only so far tasted in the beginning, as to
~encourage to follow on to know him, and to be built
up on him (1 Pet. ii. 3, 4), to be dwelt in (John xv.),
~to have him dwelling in the heart (Ephes. iii. 17).
The word is to be fed upon by beginners as milk
(Heb. v. 12, 18; 1 Pet. ii. 1, 2). Children must
live by tasting of the milk, as grown men on it as food
proper for them. Man liveth not by bread, but by
the word ; heaven is not to be tasted, but dwelt in
(Philip. iii. 20). It is to be the mark a Christian
shoots at. And therefore as to all these things that
he tastes of, he wants the due virtue, and influence,
and power. Yea, there is also the inconstancy of
these things: he may lose the relish of them; yea,
the very tastings may be taken away, and so, any
little effect that tasting might have, is also removed.
And this may come to pass, partly by the corrupt
temper of his heart ; partly, by the Lord’s judgment
taking away the opportunities of tasting from him,
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that hath no mind to feed on this fare. Again, this
may betray his weakness, that it prevails not against
the sinful savour of other things. This tasting then
bewraying, as is said, the unsoundness of the heart ;
and the short-livedness of these things, saith, that
the benefit of them cannot be reaped by him, while
he is such ; and what benefit is reaped, is not enough
to preserve him from decaying.

The third reason of this truth is, that such want
the necessary and only sufficient preservatives against -
defection. As, 1. He wants the new nature: all
he has amounts not to innovation and a new crea-
ture; and it is evident at the very reading of these
words, unto any acquainted with the style and phrase
of the Holy Ghost, that it is his design here to
speak only of common attainments. Now, that
the new nature is an excellent preservative against
defection, is evident. This new nature, in a native
way and principle which is the strongest and most
lasting, produceth love to God from whom it had
its being ; to his truth and word, the instrument
of its being, and means of its nourishment and
growth ; and also, it hath as native, a loathing of
any departure from God and his way, though dark-
ness and delusion in a particular may prevail.

2. They want true faith, a special mean of prevent-
ing apostacy (see Heb. iii. 12; and x. 38, 39), and
that it is not with them, we showed already. That
it is useful to prevent apostacy, is many ways demon-
strable : 1. Because it is the mean on our part of
our union with Jesus Christ, the fountain of our
strength ; and so, the way to get communications of
grace needful from him, is to exercise this grace on
him. 2. It is the main shield we have to oppose to
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the temptations of Satan (Ephes. vi. 16), and of the
world (1 John v.4). So Moses found it, (Heb. xi.
26-29).

3. They want an interest in God’s favour and
friendship, and so, want that care, and kindness, and
watching over them for good, that his people meet
with. The waterings and refreshings, preventingmer-
cies, surprisals of mercy, and wise turning-about of
begun falling, to the advancing of future stedfastness,
which the Lord gives to his people, and whereby he
prevents utter apostacy, they are strangers to.

4. The Holy Ghost’s sanctifying abode in their
hearts they want, which is the great preservative of
the people of God. (SeelJohn ii.27). They have
a sort of qualifying abode for the material part of
duty, but no more.

Thesé may serve for the clearing and confirming of
the truth of this, that common grace is no preserva-
tive against defection. In farther prosecution of this
purpose concerning the possibility of the fall of men
of highest attainments in common things, I shall,
1. Distinguish the sorts of falling away and apostaey ;
2. Show how they are carried on and advanced ;
3. Show what is their danger.

1. What sorts of falling away professors are in
danger of. The general distinction is—an apostacy
may either be in principles or profession, or else in
practice; and that both of them may be damnable,
we shall hear anon. An apostacy from the profession
of Christian religion is threefold—through ignorance,
when many that have not come to any sound under-
standing of their profession, forsake it ; such were the
carnal Jews (John vi. 66)—an apostacy from the pro-

;’:{; fession through infirmity and carnal fear, as Peter’s
T 3

-

‘ !-.
3
.

| T

HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com



348 SERMON II. ON

was ; although it is dreadful, when their profession
is cloaked and covered for a while for some base
ends—and an apostacy from the profession through
resolute wickedness; and this may be sometimes
with a check, and sometimes without it. The first
of these belongs not to us. An apostacy in practice,
is that decay and falling from the practice of those
duties, that the profession retained obligeth unto;
and this is total or partial : partial, as in the case of
the godly, who often fall into it ; total, as in that of
hypocrites only, who may return just to the same state
from which their common workings brought them,
(2 Pet. ii. 19, 20). Only, I would have you to regard
these things about this distinction of apostacies; to
wit, that where there is a great measure of any one,
there is no want of a measure of the other—that if
they were separable, apostacy from the profession is -
the worst, because most to God’s dishonour, though
the other also be dishonourable and destructive—
that a great degree of either is damning—and they
are so linked together, that in the full handling of one,
we must speak of the other, for principles of profes-
sion have an influence on practice, and bad practice
has an influence to darken the judgment.

2. The next thing promised to be handled is, How
such apostacies are carried on. And this question is
useful for convicting those who are under them; for
preparing us all against them, and Satan’s devices
and our own heart’s treachery in the matter—and
for instructing us both in repentance and reformation
—for the method of sin’s advanecing, instruets in the
method of reformation and repentance.

As to the apostacy of ignorance it concerns not
us, for we speak of that of illuminated professors.
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As to the other, though we have distinguished them,
yet now, shall we offer to give a thread of the scope
downward again, premising only these things, 1. That
the depth of the sovereignty of Satan’s cunning and
the heart’s treachery, renders it impossible to search
out this mystery of iniquity unto the bottom. 2. As
it is the design of the Spirit of God in his ecommon
operations, to draw men unto that pitch of attain-
ment and happiness from which there is no falling,
so is it Satan’s, in tempting, to pull men into irre-
coverable misery. 3. As men’s wickedness often
mars the success attainable by the improvement of
the Holy Ghost’s workings, so the Lord’s goodness,
sometimes special, sometimes common, stops the ca-
reer into inevitable apostacies; and therefore, often
where saving grace is not, yet the depth of apostacy
1s prevented, sometimes by restraint on temptations,
and sometimes by a restraint on the corruptions in
men.

Now, to offer some light upon these black stairs
to the pit, we are to remember how far the man is
gone upward as is said. 1. His first preparative to
backsliding is standing still. He thinks he is so
well advanced, that he is now shot-free: now he hath
got what will save him ; and he looks down upon
those below him, with a sort of loftiness and disdain, -
2. Then come heart-quarrels against further advance-
ment. As the pride of his heart appears in the for-
mer case,so doesits unrenewedness and want of saneti-
fication in this. Wanting the new nature that kindly
inclines unto progress, he thinks that further pro-
gress is needless, or may be troublesome und preju-
dicial unto his carnal interests, the love whereof is
not rooted out. 3. Satan and his heart do now pro-
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pose unto him his idol, some one corruption or other,
that in the former advancing was, it may be, for a
while put to the door: now is it presented, and enter-
tained, it is likely, more secretly, but as warmly as
ever. It hath the throne, although it gives not forth
such open laws as formerly. 4. Then may his light
and this reinstatement struggle awhile together, and
with an issue of this sort—that either his light
is displeasing, for its erossing him in his enjoyment,
or that idol may now and then be a little discounte-
nanced, though never hated, according to the clear-
ness of his light and convictions, as they ebb or flow.
5. While it is thus with him in this carnal warfare,
possibly a trial may come, wherein resolvedly he must
take part with his light or his sin; for the former
may be in his ordinary practice, the latter in his way
wherein he must walk, and that with choice and
deliberation. And here a hotter and sorer combat
must be, and we suppose, without a powerful re-
straint, he now makes a bad choice, and resolvedly

crosseth his light, for satisfying of his carnal aim

and scope. 6. When he is arrived at this, that he
walks in a way that is not good, with a deliberate
purpose, and hath left the way of God in profession
or practice, then is it possible that he may arrive at
a positive and avowed resolute dislike of that way
and truth that formerly he walked in, and which
was so prejudicial to his lusts. And the more there
remains in him of the light of that truth, then
more hotly doth the fire of enmity in his heart break
forth. This is a considerable step, and far down-
ward, and near the pit. But this is not all. 7. He
comes now to a hatred and dislike of Jesus Christ
himself, whose truth he once knew and professed. -
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He thinks him a hard master, now when he hath
left him; that his laws are more intolerable and
grievous, and his promises unworthy, and insufficient
to balance his designs of seeking happiness. 8. And
then he comes to hate those pains and workings on
his heart, whereby any savour on his heart at any
time was wrought of this way, and his offered and
once pretended guide. 9. And lastly, His enmity
against the worker, the Holy Ghost, may break out,
and that the more, that in all this backsliding of his,
he hath met with the more warnings, stops, and ter-
rors, in his course.

Another way to guess at the method of such apos-
tacies, shall be from the words themselves, wherein
we have five steps of advancement, and so the apos-
tacy must be from all; and we must begin at the top
of this ladder.

1. His tasting the powers of the world to come is
fallen from, it may be from carelessness, and the be-
witching relish of other things, (see Matt. xiii. 22);
and this chokes his further growth. Heaven, the
end and scope of all godliness, grows an unsavoury
thing with him, for he never had a spiritual savour
of it; and this little taste may be put away by his
savouring the things of the earth. 2. His savouring
of God’s word decays also naturally, because of the
former. He that hath lost his relish of heaven, what
taste can God’s good word have unto him? 3. He
then comes to lose his partakings of the Holy Ghost:
gifts decay either through his carelessness, or justly
are taken away. 4. His sort of faith decays with it:
Christ becomes unsavoury also. He hath now no re-
lish of a Saviour; the tidings of him are tasteless
and disgusting. 5. And lastly, he falls from his light
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and knowledge also, either by struggling with it, and
the Lord’s withdrawing thereof, or by his wilfully
putting it out—which is a sin possible for a man left
of God, and given up to Satan to do.

3. What is the danger of apostacy? 1. This is one
of its great dangers, that every declining is restless,
and tends unto a growth. No man can stand still in
this course, unless he is kept by restraining, or brought
back by saving grace. 2. Because recoveries are very
rare, even from apostacies that are not simply incur-
able. There is so much provocation in them, that
the Lord ordinarily recovers not so many plagues of
heart ; and these so strongly are contracted, that
rarely they are recovered from. 3. And because
‘there is a step in apostacy that is incurable, that is
the danger which the Spirit of God here propoundeth.
And therefore here we shall both show its nature and
its irrecoverableness, and how it is reasonable that it
should be so. i :

For its nature—there is considerable difficulty here;
yet shall we endeavour to walk as warily as we can,
to shun inconveniences on both hands. The word
gives us no definition ; but it gives us the names of
this sin. It is a “ sin against the Holy Ghost,” that
is, against him in his workings, and as working is the
object of this, if we may so speak, (Matt. xii. 31). He
that speaks a word against the Son of Man, having
no conviction of his godhead and office, it shall upon
repentance be forgiven; but not so this sin, whigh «
isagainst the Holy Ghost’s workings : he hath “done
despite unto the Spirit of grace,” (Heb. x. 29). It
is also a blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, and re- -
lates to the case where the Pharisees, convinced in
their consciences by the Holy Ghost of the appearanee

HAIL & FIRE www.hailandfire.com



—

HEBREWS VI. 4,5,6. , D0

of God in Christ’s mighty works, did yet call him a
devil ; not that it stands simply in words, but only as
the blaspheming words proceed from the heart, asin
that instance they did. And it is an apostaey that
is utter and total : * For if we sin wilfully after that
we have received the knowledge of the truth, there re-
maineth no more saerifice for sins, but a eertain fearful
looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which
shall devour the adversaries,” (Heb. x. 26, 27). And
it is a “sin unto death” (1 Johnv. 16), and unpardon-
able; that is, such as never shall be forgiven. <« All
manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto
men : but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall
not be forgiven unto men,” (Matt. xii. 31). There is
no repentance for such as commit it, (Heb. vi. 6);
nothing is left to them, but an expectation of ven-
geance.

The seriptures as they name the sin, so they spe-
cify the persons that commit it. They are professors;
it isnot the sin of heathens: they have “trodden under
foot the Son of God, and counted the blood of the
covenant wherewith they were sanctified, an unholy

thing, and have done despite unto the Spirit of

grace,” (Heb. x. 29). And they have knowledge,
illumination, and other gifts, as this, and the other
places we have cited do all prove. It is then a sin
to be found in professors of the highest stamp.

The scriptures tell us what the committers of this
sin do. They blaspheme against their conscience and
knowledge (Matt. xii. 31) ; they crucify Christ afresh,
call him a deceiver, and approve of the Jews erucify-
ing him. On that account they ¢ put him to open
shame ;” they openly renounce his name, and give the
world to know that they have tried him, and find
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nothing in him worthy to be adhered unto. But
Hebrews x. 29, is a farther and clearer explication of
this. They * tread under foot the Son of God ;” that
is, openly and basely despise him— count the blood of
the covenant wherewith they were sanctified an un-
holy,” eommon “thing ;" that is, reckon Christ’s blood
sealing the covenant wherein once they were exter-
nally, and sogfederally holy, no more than common
blood, nay, n! so much—and “ do despite unto the
Spirit of grace;” despitefully reject the Holy Ghost,
‘who was at Iab&xr formerly with their hearts, to con-
vert and sanctify them, and work grace in them.

This much might satisfy, but we shall now briefly
deduce some conclusions from the foregoing, without
offering any peremptory definition from them.

1. This sin, then, is against Christ as a Saviour,
and in his office of Redeemer, and that, witnessed
unto by the Holy Ghost in the sinner’s conscience ;'
and so, it is called both a sin against Christ and the
Holy Ghost in different respects, but the latter more
properly; or both thus conjunctly—it is against
Christ evidenced to the conscience by the Holy Ghost
to be the Redeemer of the world; or against the
Holy Ghost witnessing this to the conscience. 2.
This sin is an act of the highest contempt, and de-
spite, and wilful rejecting ; and such it must be where
the evidence is so pressing.

How can this sin be committed? As it is thus
defined, many question its possibility, and that, be-
cause of these circumstances: It is a sin above that
of the devils, who are greater and older sinners than
men: it is such an avowed rushing on eternal misery,
when man’s reason and self-love should struggle
against it ;—and there is no temptation to it. In
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answer to these objections, we shall give sgme general
reasons to obviate them, and prove the possibility of
committing it ; explain scripture instances; and give
a more particular reply. In general, we give for
answer, that the heart’s wickedness is an unsearch-
able depth, and our reason will soon be aground in
searching it; nor can it well be told what may be
produced of such a creature as m , when these
things concur—total desertion. on thé& part of God;
the being utterly left unto Satan’s temptations; and
the irritating power of spiritual challenges and con-
victions. As for the scripture instances, we need
only allude here to that of the Pharisees, who knew
that Christ was led by the Spirit of God, and yet
they fell into this blasphemy. But to answer particu-
larly, it is no absurdity to say that there are some
aggravations in the sin of men, which are not in that
of devils; as all gospel sins, which flow not so much
entirely from sinful nature in itself considered, as
from it when suitable circumstances draw it out. As
for the rushing on eternal misery which it implies, it
is a question, if they always know this, when they
commit it: belike the Pharisees themselves knew not
all their danger. In ordinary sins against knowledge,
somewhat of this madness is found, and there is no
wonder if it should be found in this. Their stupidity
of conscience is come to that height, that it is no
wonder they run on. As for the want of temptations
to commit this crime; if by a temptation you mean
an offer of advantage, that should take with a reason-
able man, it is true, there is none here as in other
cases. But if we take temptation so largely, as to
comprehend Satan’s diligence in stirring up, the
heart’s inclination to yield, some fancied satisfaction -
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to move, then, the sinner against the Holy Ghost
sins not without a temptation. His fancied advan-
tages may be many, as was the case with the Pharisees,
and as it is with the worst of apostates at all times ;
yet in such high acts of raging madness against God,
man acts rather like a devil, than a reasonable crea-

- ture.

We are now to show the unpardonableness of this
sin, and the reasonableness that it should be so.
And though it might be enough to satisfy us that
God saith it, yet we may consider its reasonableness,
which will appear from a consideration of these points ;
1. This is the highest affront unto the Son of God
who hath undertaken our redemption. To neglect his
salvation through carelessness, is damning (Heb. ii.
3); to contend with Him and his offers in pursuit of
our lusts, is yet worse ; to stand out against him to
the last breath in the madness of rebellion, is terrible,
But after some acquaintance and professed subjection,
deliberately to pour out contempt on his sacrifice of
atonement, and thus give the defiance to God, is in-
tolerable. 2. Thisisthe highest and utmostopposition
unto such operations of the Holy Ghost, as may be
saving, and that, after the clearest and most convineing
evidences that can be given. 3. This is the highest
ripeness of sin; this is sin in its own proper colours;
thus the man who commits it, is like the devil, or
like one in hell. 4. It is the full ripeness of spiritual
plagues that do highly indispose unto all returning,
Hardness of heart is great and ripe, like the devil’s;
conscience is stupid, or filled with hopeless fear, and
that indeed no pleasure to the man, and yet not hea-
vily his burden.

‘Because we cannot now enter on the further hand-
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ling and applying of this terrible purpose, I shall now
only draw these inferences from what is said.

1. Then there is no ground for Satan’s disquieting
of any with their having committed this sin, who
are displeased with any thing they have done in op-
position to Christ and his Spirit; who have any
honest longings to be at peace with God in him;
who find any longings of love and liking towards
him ; and who can entreat the Holy Ghost to work
yet more within their hearts.

2. We see then that there is great reason to beware
of any thing that leads towards this dreadful sin,
that it may be escaped; such as long continuance
. under the offers of the gospel, without making up a
hearty peace, and closing with Christ, which is our
security against this sin ; and sins against knowledge
and conscience, even against the law. These are sad
preparatives, and lead on to this sin against' the
Holy Ghost.

3. Walking in the way and course that is not good.
This is more than the former, for this is deliberate
and resolved ; whereas the violence of a temptation
by a surprise may draw Peter and David into the
other.

4. Beware of the pardonable sins against the Holy
Ghost, if you would eseape that which is unpardon-
able. These are four in seripture terms, which I
shall only apply unto our present purpose :

1st, Resisting the saving assaults of the Holy Ghost,
(Aets vii. 51), a dreadful sin! which yet all in some
measure are guilty of, who yield not their hearts at
the first calls of the gospel; and indeed, the unpar-
donable sin itself, is a high degree of this.

2d, Quenching of the Spirit (1 Thess. v. 19), which
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